
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of Assessment and Accountability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USE OF COMMON ASSESSMENTS:  
SUMMARY OF A SURVEY OF CLASSROOM 

TEACHERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report No. 08-338 
July 2008 

 



 

Use of Common Assessments: 
Summary of a Survey of Classroom Teachers 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Charleston County School District 
Nancy J. McGinley, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 
 
 
 

Janet S. Rose, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

Department of Assessment and Accountability 
 
 

Alicia Kokkinis 
Researcher/Program Evaluator 

Department of Assessment and Accountability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2008 
Report No. 08-338 

 



 

Charleston County School District 

Use of Common Assessments: 
Summary of a Survey of Classroom Teachers 

 
 

Table of Contents 
 

Page 
Summary ................................................................................................................................... ii 

Tables of Results 

Table 1. All Survey Respondents...............................................................................................1 

Table 2. Elementary Grades Teachers .......................................................................................3 

Table 3. Middle Grades Teachers ..............................................................................................5 

Table 4. Middle Grades ELA Teachers .....................................................................................7 

Table 5. Middle Grades Math Teachers.....................................................................................9 

Table 6. Middle Grades Science Teachers...............................................................................11 

Table 7. Middle Grades Social Studies Teachers ....................................................................13 

Table 8. High School Teachers................................................................................................15 

Table 9. High School English Teachers...................................................................................17 

Table 10. High School Math Teachers ....................................................................................19 

Table 11. High School Science Teachers ................................................................................21 

Table 12. High School Social Studies Teachers ......................................................................23 

Table 13. Teachers at Schools with a Teacher Coach .............................................................25 

Table 14. Teachers at Schools without a Teacher Coach ........................................................27 

Table 15. Teachers in the East Cooper Learning Community.................................................29 

Table 16. Teachers in the Ashley River Learning Community ...............................................31 

Table 17. Teachers in the Cooper River Learning Community...............................................33 

Table 18. Teachers in the Middle School Learning Community.............................................35 

Table 19. Teachers in the High School Learning Community ................................................37 

 

 

 i



CCSD Dept of Assessment & Accountability                                   ii                                          July 2008 

Use of Common Assessments in Charleston County School District  
 

A total of 1,397 classroom teachers completed a survey in spring 2008 regarding teacher teams in their building. 
The survey was sent only to classroom-based teachers (teachers serving in another capacity, such as a teacher 
coach or interventionist for example, were not included in the survey). The survey had a good response rate 
(approximately 45%) and survey respondents appear to be representative of all classroom teachers in the 
district, although middle school teachers were somewhat underrepresented.  
 
This summary focuses on survey findings related to teacher teams’ planning and use of common assessments. 
The summary is limited to survey results from content-area teachers, as these teachers were most likely to 
develop and use common assessments. Of the 1,397 classroom teachers who responded to the survey, 1,130 
were content-area teachers.  
 
• The vast majority of content-area teachers plan instruction with a team of teachers in their building (84%). 

Nearly all teacher teams (87%) develop and use common assessments.  
 

• About one-half of teachers (56%) report that their team has developed and used five or more common 
assessments: 61% of elementary teachers’ teams developed five or more common assessments compared to 
52% of middle grades teachers and 40% of high school teachers.  

 
• One-third of teachers (32%) report that their team only develops common assessments in the beginning of 

the school year [during the first nine weeks].  Elementary teachers are more likely to develop/use common 
assessments throughout the year (22%) than middle grades teachers (18%) and high school teachers (16%).  

 
• One-half of teachers (49%) report that their team plans common assessments prior to teaching the lesson. 

In middle school grades, math teachers are more likely to develop their common assessment prior to 
teaching the material (50%) than are English/Language Arts teachers (33%). In high school, this pattern 
flip-flops: English teachers are more likely to develop their common assessment prior to teaching the 
material (55%) than are math teachers (47%). 

 
• The majority of teams create their own assessment (67%) rather than use a pre-built assessment (19%). 

Teams incorporate assessment items from various sources including teacher-generated items (30% 
reported using teacher-generated items), items from the textbook (25%), items from other commercially-
published materials (24%) and, items from the CCSD item bank (17%).  

  
“We have three teacher teams on our grade level and we communicate between groups so the 

whole grade level helps develop common assessments.”  
 
 

• Teacher teams often develop a common grading rubric (87%) but a fairly small percentage of teacher 
teams (35%) share their students’ work on the common assessment. Elementary teachers are more likely 
to share student work on common assessments (40%) than are middle grades teachers (29%) and high 
school teachers (19%). Among high school teachers, English teachers are more likely to share their 
students’ work (31%) than social studies teachers (14%), science teachers (12%) and math teachers (6%).  
While few teacher teams share their students’ work, most teams discuss students’ performance on 
common assessments (75%).  

 
• Three-quarter of teachers (74%) believe that their team spends the right amount of time on common 

assessments.  
 
• Less than one-half of teachers (40%) rate common assessments as one of the top three team activities that 

has had the greatest impact on their teaching. High school teachers find developing/using common 
assessments most valuable --50% listed it as a top team activity-- compared to middle grades teachers (44%) 
and elementary teachers (36%).   



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 65%
Middle School 8%
High School 20%
Multi-level School 7%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 20%
Ashley River LC 24%
Cooper River LC 23%
Middle School LC 8%
High School LC 25%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 76%
Mathematics 74%
Science 68%
Social Studies 68%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 82%
No 18%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 84%
No 16%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 87%
No 13%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 9%
About right 74%
Less than needed 18%

Table 1. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
All Surveyed Teachers* (n = 1130) 

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 1



ALL TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 5%
2 10%
3 11%
4 18%
5 or more 56%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 32%
2nd nine weeks 24%
3rd nine weeks 24%
4th nine weeks 20%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 19%
Teacher team as a group 33%
A few teachers on the team 34%
Teacher coach 14%
Other 7%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 25%
Other commercially-published materials 24%
CCSD Item Bank 17%
Teacher-generated 30%
Other 4%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 49%
While planning the lessons that it covered 26%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 14%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 11%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 87%
Grade the work of each other's students? 35%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 75%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 70%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 40%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 2



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 98%
Middle School 0%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 2%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 29%
Ashley River LC 37%
Cooper River LC 34%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 0%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 96%
Mathematics 95%
Science 89%
Social Studies 89%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 90%
No 10%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 90%
No 10%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 92%
No 8%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 8%
About right 76%
Less than needed 17%

Table 2. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in Elementary Grades* (n = 777)

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 3



ELEMENTARY GRADES TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 5%
2 9%
3 9%
4 16%
5 or more 61%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 29%
2nd nine weeks 25%
3rd nine weeks 25%
4th nine weeks 22%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 23%
Teacher team as a group 30%
A few teachers on team 30%
Teacher coach 10%
Other 7%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 26%
Other commercially-published materials 23%
CCSD Item Bank 18%
Teacher-generated 29%
Other 3%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 48%
While planning the lessons that it covered 27%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 15%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 11%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 88%
Grade the work of each other's students? 40%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 77%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 70%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 36%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 4



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 7%
Middle School 69%
High School 1%
Multi-level School 24%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 9%
Ashley River LC 3%
Cooper River LC 1%
Middle School LC 68%
High School LC 19%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 41%
Mathematics 42%
Science 33%
Social Studies 27%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 84%
No 16%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 80%
No 21%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 60%
No 40%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 13%
About right 62%
Less than needed 25%

Table 3. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in Middle Grades* (n = 132)

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 5



MIDDLE GRADES TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 9%
2 9%
3 17%
4 14%
5 or more 52%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 25%
2nd nine weeks 28%
3rd nine weeks 30%
4th nine weeks 18%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 5%
Teacher team as a group 28%
A few teachers on team 52%
Teacher coach 2%
Other 14%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 21%
Other commercially-published materials 22%
CCSD Item Bank 20%
Teacher-generated 33%
Other 4%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 42%
While planning the lessons that it covered 30%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 9%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 19%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 77%
Grade the work of each other's students? 29%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 67%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 74%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 44%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 6



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 3%
Middle School 69%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 28%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 3%
Ashley River LC 3%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 69%
High School LC 24%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 100%
Mathematics 0%
Science 0%
Social Studies 0%

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 79%
No 21%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 79%
No 21%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 52%
No 48%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 13%
About right 74%
Less than needed 13%

Table 4. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Middle Grades ELA Teachers (n = 29) 

7



MIDDLE GRADES - ELA TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 9%
2 27%
3 9%
4 0%
5 or more 55%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 17%
2nd nine weeks 25%
3rd nine weeks 33%
4th nine weeks 25%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 0%
Teacher team as a group 42%
A few teachers on the team 58%
Teacher coach 0%
Other 0%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 18%
Other commercially-published materials 21%
CCSD Item Bank 18%
Teacher-generated 43%
Other 0%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 33%
While planning the lessons that it covered 33%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 17%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 17%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  
Use a common grading rubric 83%
Grade the work of each other's students 33%
Discuss the performance of each other's students 83%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students 82%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 35%

8



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 3%
Middle School 69%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 28%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 7%
Ashley River LC 4%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 68%
High School LC 21%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 0%
Mathematics 100%
Science 0%
Social Studies 0%

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 83%
No 17%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 86%
No 14%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 56%
No 44%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 20%
About right 48%
Less than needed 32%

Table 5. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Middle Grades Math Teachers (n = 29) 

9



MIDDLE GRADES - MATH TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 7%
2 0%
3 29%
4 21%
5 or more 43%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 33%
2nd nine weeks 8%
3rd nine weeks 42%
4th nine weeks 17%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 7%
Teacher team as a group 7%
A few teachers on the team 57%
Teacher coach 0%
Other 29%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 25%
Other commercially-published materials 25%
CCSD Item Bank 13%
Teacher-generated 28%
Other 10%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 50%
While planning the lessons that it covered 29%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 7%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 14%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  
Use a common grading rubric 83%
Grade the work of each other's students 23%
Discuss the performance of each other's students 69%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students 83%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 56%

10



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 4%
Middle School 54%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 42%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 12%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 56%
High School LC 32%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 0%
Mathematics 0%
Science 100%
Social Studies 0%

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 76%
No 24%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 80%
No 20%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 47%
No 53%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 11%
About right 58%
Less than needed 32%

Table 6. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Middle Grades Science Teachers (n = 25) 

11



MIDDLE GRADES - SCIENCE TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 11%
2 11%
3 22%
4 11%
5 or more 44%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 33%
2nd nine weeks 33%
3rd nine weeks 22%
4th nine weeks 11%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 0%
Teacher team as a group 43%
A few teachers on the team 29%
Teacher coach 14%
Other 14%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 21%
Other commercially-published materials 11%
CCSD Item Bank 26%
Teacher-generated 42%
Other 0%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 50%
While planning the lessons that it covered 25%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 0%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 25%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  
Use a common grading rubric 44%
Grade the work of each other's students 13%
Discuss the performance of each other's students 50%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students 50%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 50%

12



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 0%
Middle School 81%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 19%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 7%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 79%
High School LC 14%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 0%
Mathematics 0%
Science 0%
Social Studies 100%

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 88%
No 13%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 100%
No 0%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 63%
No 38%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 7%
About right 67%
Less than needed 27%

Table 7. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Middle Grades Social Studies Teachers (n = 16) 

13



MIDDLE GRADES - SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 11%
2 0%
3 11%
4 0%
5 or more 78%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 22%
2nd nine weeks 44%
3rd nine weeks 0%
4th nine weeks 33%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 0%
Teacher team as a group 40%
A few teachers on the team 50%
Teacher coach 0%
Other 10%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 21%
Other commercially-published materials 21%
CCSD Item Bank 17%
Teacher-generated 38%
Other 4%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 33%
While planning the lessons that it covered 33%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 11%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 22%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  
Use a common grading rubric 80%
Grade the work of each other's students 60%
Discuss the performance of each other's students 90%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students 80%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 36%

14



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 0%
Middle School 0%
High School 84%
Multi-level School 16%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 100%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 37%
Mathematics 31%
Science 24%
Social Studies 25%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 57%
No 43%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 69%
No 31%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 86%
No 14%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 13%
About right 72%
Less than needed 14%

Table 8. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
High School Teachers (n = 268)

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 15



HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 4%
2 13%
3 17%
4 26%
5 or more 40%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 45%
2nd nine weeks 22%
3rd nine weeks 18%
4th nine weeks 16%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 7%
Teacher team as a group 44%
A few teachers on team 43%
Teacher coach 3%
Other 3%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 24%
Other commercially-published materials 28%
CCSD Item Bank 10%
Teacher-generated 33%
Other 5%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 55%
While planning the lessons that it covered 23%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 12%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 10%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 86%
Grade the work of each other's students? 19%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 74%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 69%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 50%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 16



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 0%
Middle School 0%
High School 83%
Multi-level School 17%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 100%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 100%
Mathematics 0%
Science 0%
Social Studies 0%

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 63%
No 37%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 82%
No 18%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 95%
No 5%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 14%
About right 76%
Less than needed 10%

Table 9. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
High School English Teachers (n = 76) 
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HIGH SCHOOL - ENGLISH TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 6%
2 9%
3 13%
4 22%
5 or more 51%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 39%
2nd nine weeks 24%
3rd nine weeks 24%
4th nine weeks 14%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 7%
Teacher team as a group 46%
A few teachers on the team 37%
Teacher coach 6%
Other 4%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 22%
Other commercially-published materials 29%
CCSD Item Bank 8%
Teacher-generated 38%
Other 3%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 55%
While planning the lessons that it covered 29%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 15%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 2%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  
Use a common grading rubric 96%
Grade the work of each other's students 31%
Discuss the performance of each other's students 78%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students 73%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 55%

18



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 0%
Middle School 0%
High School 81%
Multi-level School 19%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 100%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 0%
Mathematics 100%
Science 0%
Social Studies 0%

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 51%
No 49%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 71%
No 29%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 88%
No 12%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 10%
About right 62%
Less than needed 28%

Table 10. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
High School Math Teachers (n = 63) 
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HIGH SCHOOL - MATH TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 0%
2 26%
3 23%
4 14%
5 or more 37%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 47%
2nd nine weeks 15%
3rd nine weeks 15%
4th nine weeks 24%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 9%
Teacher team as a group 51%
A few teachers on the team 40%
Teacher coach 0%
Other 0%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 26%
Other commercially-published materials 28%
CCSD Item Bank 10%
Teacher-generated 30%
Other 6%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 47%
While planning the lessons that it covered 19%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 19%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 14%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  
Use a common grading rubric 74%
Grade the work of each other's students 6%
Discuss the performance of each other's students 69%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students 75%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 57%
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What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 0%
Middle School 0%
High School 83%
Multi-level School 17%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 100%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 0%
Mathematics 0%
Science 100%
Social Studies 0%

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 53%
No 47%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 63%
No 37%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 84%
No 16%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 16%
About right 71%
Less than needed 13%

Table 11. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
High School Science Teachers (n = 51) 
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HIGH SCHOOL - SCIENCE TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 0%
2 8%
3 12%
4 40%
5 or more 40%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 44%
2nd nine weeks 32%
3rd nine weeks 8%
4th nine weeks 16%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 4%
Teacher team as a group 27%
A few teachers on the team 54%
Teacher coach 8%
Other 8%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 24%
Other commercially-published materials 31%
CCSD Item Bank 11%
Teacher-generated 29%
Other 5%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 54%
While planning the lessons that it covered 23%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 8%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 15%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  
Use a common grading rubric 65%
Grade the work of each other's students 12%
Discuss the performance of each other's students 72%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students 56%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 42%
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What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 0%
Middle School 0%
High School 84%
Multi-level School 16%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 100%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 0%
Mathematics 0%
Science 0%
Social Studies 100%

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 52%
No 48%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 62%
No 39%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 88%
No 13%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on common assessments was…
More than needed 19%
About right 78%
Less than needed 3%

Table 12. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
High School Social Studies Teachers (n = 52)
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HIGH SCHOOL - SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHERS

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 12%
2 8%
3 12%
4 44%
5 or more 24%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 44%
2nd nine weeks 22%
3rd nine weeks 22%
4th nine weeks 13%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment. . . 
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 7%
Teacher team as a group 44%
A few teachers on the team 48%
Teacher coach 0%
Other 0%

From which sources did the assessment items come? 
Textbook 26%
Other commercially-published materials 24%
CCSD Item Bank 10%
Teacher-generated 33%
Other 7%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 67%
While planning the lessons that it covered 19%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 0%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 15%

For this assessment, did your team. . .  
Use a common grading rubric 96%
Grade the work of each other's students 14%
Discuss the performance of each other's students 76%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students 58%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 52%
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What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 72%
Middle School 10%
High School 14%
Multi-level School 4%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 21%
Ashley River LC 26%
Cooper River LC 26%
Middle School LC 10%
High School LC 17%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 81%
Mathematics 78%
Science 73%
Social Studies 73%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 100%
No 0%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 87%
No 13%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 86%
No 14%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 8%
About right 72%
Less than needed 19%

Table 13. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in Schools with a Teacher Coach* (n = 919)

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 25



TEACHERS IN SCHOOLS WITH A TEACHER COACH

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 6%
2 10%
3 10%
4 16%
5 or more 58%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 28%
2nd nine weeks 25%
3rd nine weeks 26%
4th nine weeks 21%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 20%
Teacher team as a group 29%
A few teachers on team 34%
Teacher coach 9%
Other 8%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 25%
Other commercially-published materials 24%
CCSD Item Bank 18%
Teacher-generated 30%
Other 4%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 48%
While planning the lessons that it covered 26%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 14%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 12%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 86%
Grade the work of each other's students? 37%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 76%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 71%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 38%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 26



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 36%
Middle School 1%
High School 44%
Multi-level School 19%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 14%
Ashley River LC 17%
Cooper River LC 8%
Middle School LC 1%
High School LC 61%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 55%
Mathematics 57%
Science 47%
Social Studies 46%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 0%
No 100%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 67%
No 33%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 89%
No 11%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 12%
About right 81%
Less than needed 7%

Table 14. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in Schools without a Teacher Coach* (n = 207)

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 27



TEACHERS IN SCHOOLS WITHOUT A TEACHER COACH

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 2%
2 8%
3 14%
4 29%
5 or more 47%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 55%
2nd nine weeks 17%
3rd nine weeks 10%
4th nine weeks 18%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 11%
Teacher team as a group 53%
A few teachers on team 32%
Teacher coach 0%
Other 4%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 29%
Other commercially-published materials 24%
CCSD Item Bank 9%
Teacher-generated 35%
Other 3%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 58%
While planning the lessons that it covered 25%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 12%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 6%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 92%
Grade the work of each other's students? 21%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 71%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 66%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 57%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 28



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 93%
Middle School 0%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 7%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 100%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 0%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 92%
Mathematics 91%
Science 84%
Social Studies 81%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 87%
No 13%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 85%
No 15%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 92%
No 8%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 5%
About right 78%
Less than needed 17%

Table 15. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in East Cooper Learning Community* (n = 221)

[based on 2008-09 learning community configuration] 

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 29



TEACHERS IN EAST COOPER LEARNING COMMUNITY

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 6%
2 9%
3 12%
4 20%
5 or more 53%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 23%
2nd nine weeks 23%
3rd nine weeks 35%
4th nine weeks 19%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 16%
Teacher team as a group 32%
A few teachers on team 36%
Teacher coach 9%
Other 7%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 24%
Other commercially-published materials 23%
CCSD Item Bank 18%
Teacher-generated 32%
Other 3%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 43%
While planning the lessons that it covered 25%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 18%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 14%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 90%
Grade the work of each other's students? 35%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 79%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 69%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 40%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 30



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 99%
Middle School 0%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 2%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 100%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 0%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 97%
Mathematics 96%
Science 90%
Social Studies 93%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 87%
No 13%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 94%
No 6%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 88%
No 12%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 8%
About right 75%
Less than needed 16%

Table 16. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in Ashley River Learning Community* (n = 268)

[based on 2008-09 learning community configuration] 

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 31



TEACHERS IN ASHLEY RIVER LEARNING COMMUNITY

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 5%
2 8%
3 7%
4 18%
5 or more 62%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 36%
2nd nine weeks 26%
3rd nine weeks 19%
4th nine weeks 19%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 23%
Teacher team as a group 30%
A few teachers on team 35%
Teacher coach 5%
Other 7%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 28%
Other commercially-published materials 24%
CCSD Item Bank 17%
Teacher-generated 29%
Other 3%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 49%
While planning the lessons that it covered 31%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 11%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 9%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 89%
Grade the work of each other's students? 34%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 74%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 71%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 34%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 32



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 100%
Middle School 0%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 0%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 100%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 0%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 97%
Mathematics 97%
Science 93%
Social Studies 91%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 94%
No 6%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 86%
No 14%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 93%
No 7%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 7%
About right 74%
Less than needed 18%

Table 17. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in Cooper River Learning Community* (n = 256)

[based on 2008-09 learning community configuration] 

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 33



TEACHERS IN COOPER RIVER LEARNING COMMUNITY

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 4%
2 11%
3 6%
4 13%
5 or more 66%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 28%
2nd nine weeks 22%
3rd nine weeks 24%
4th nine weeks 26%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 30%
Teacher team as a group 29%
A few teachers on team 20%
Teacher coach 15%
Other 7%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 24%
Other commercially-published materials 22%
CCSD Item Bank 20%
Teacher-generated 28%
Other 5%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 51%
While planning the lessons that it covered 23%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 15%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 11%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 87%
Grade the work of each other's students? 48%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 77%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 71%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 37%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 34



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 0%
Middle School 100%
High School 0%
Multi-level School 0%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 100%
High School LC 0%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 43%
Mathematics 43%
Science 32%
Social Studies 28%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 99%
No 1%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 85%
No 15%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 67%
No 33%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 17%
About right 58%
Less than needed 25%

Table 18. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in Middle School Learning Community* (n = 88)

[based on 2008-09 learning community configuration] 

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 35



TEACHERS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL LEARNING COMMUNITY

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 9%
2 9%
3 17%
4 11%
5 or more 54%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 27%
2nd nine weeks 22%
3rd nine weeks 29%
4th nine weeks 22%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 4%
Teacher team as a group 28%
A few teachers on team 51%
Teacher coach 2%
Other 15%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 22%
Other commercially-published materials 24%
CCSD Item Bank 19%
Teacher-generated 31%
Other 4%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 38%
While planning the lessons that it covered 31%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 10%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 21%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 77%
Grade the work of each other's students? 24%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 63%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 71%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 55%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 36



What type of school do you currently teach in?
Elementary School 0%
Middle School 0%
High School 78%
Multi-level School 22%

School's Learning Community (2008-09):
East Cooper LC 0%
Ashley River LC 0%
Cooper River LC 0%
Middle School LC 0%
High School LC 100%

Which content area(s) do you currently teach? [Check all that apply]
English/Language Arts 36%
Mathematics 31%
Science 25%
Social Studies 24%
Percentages do not add to 100% due to multiple responses.

Has your school had a teacher coach this year?
Yes 56%
No 44%

This school year, were you a member of a teacher team 
(a team of teachers with a subject/grade level in common)? 
Yes 69%
No 31%

At any point during the year, did members of your team plan/use a common assessment? 
Yes 82%
No 18%

The amount of time your teacher team spent on developing common assessments and 
analyzing student results was…
More than needed 13%
About right 73%
Less than needed 15%

Table 19. Survey of Classroom Teachers Regarding Common Assessments, Spring 2008
Teachers in High School Learning Community* (n = 283)

[based on 2008-09 learning community configuration]

Note: The High School Learning Community includes multi-level schools with elementary, middle and high school teachers.

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 37



TEACHERS IN HIGH SCHOOL LEARNING COMMUNITY

About how many common assessments did your team plan this year? 
1 5%
2 13%
3 17%
4 24%
5 or more 41%

During which nine weeks did your team develop your most recent  common assessment?
1st nine weeks 43%
2nd nine weeks 24%
3rd nine weeks 18%
4th nine weeks 15%

Thinking about the most recent common assessment…
Who created this common assessment?
It was already created (textbook or other source) 6%
Teacher team as a group 42%
A few teachers on team 45%
Teacher coach 3%
Other 4%

From which sources did the assessment items come?
Textbook 24%
Other commercially-published materials 28%
CCSD Item Bank 10%
Teacher-generated 34%
Other 5%

When did your team develop this common assessment? 
Before planning the lessons that it covered 57%
While planning the lessons that it covered 23%
While teaching the lessons that it covered 12%
After teaching the lessons that it covered 8%

For this assessment, did your team… Yes
Use a common grading rubric? 85%
Grade the work of each other's students? 20%
Discuss the performance of each other's students? 76%
Discuss reteaching based on performance of each other's students? 70%

Planning and using common assessments was one of the top three team activities that 
had the greatest impact on my teaching. 53%

*Only includes teachers who teach a content area. 38



This report is also available at:  
http://www.ccsdschools.com, click on CCSD Reports tab, scroll down to Program Evaluation. 
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