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MEET CCSD’S
NEW
PRINCIPALS
VANESSA BROWN

COOPER RIVER CAS

I am proud to return to my community to lead the Cooper River Center for Advanced Studies. I am a life-long resident of North
Charleston and a graduate of North Charleston High School. Earning a BA in Sociology from USC, a Master of Arts in Teaching, and
a Masters in Education Supervision from CSU, I’ve served in Charleston County schools for over 20 years as a teacher, Assistant
Principal, and Principal.
The Cooper River Center for Advanced Studies is a state-of-the-art career and technology center
that offers students the opportunity to develop knowledge and skills for both college and high
demand career fields. Teachers will use non-traditional teaching methods such as project-based
learning to ignite creativity and develop highly trained professionals. The center will be an integral
part of business and industry in North Charleston as our business partners work closely with our
students to design, create, and build new products and services.
I look forward to serving our students and our community.
Principal Brown
www.ccsdschools.com/CRC-AdvancedStudies | 1088 East Montague Avenue | North Charleston, SC 29405 | (843) 953-3518

MELISSA BRUBAKER

N ORTH CHARLESTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

It’s an honor to lead North Charleston Elementary School as your new Principal. This school year is far from traditional and we don’t
know what tomorrow may bring. Know that I am committed to assuring our students continue to thrive, supporting our families, and
strengthening relationships within our local community.
Never before has the phrase, “it takes a village” meant as much as it does now. Each one of us has
a role and I look forward to collaborating with you, our valued stakeholders, to ensure we as a
community meet the needs of each of our students. Visit our website and follow us on Facebook
@ncesdolphins. Please feel free to contact me at melissa_brubaker@charleston.k12.sc.us if you
have any questions.
Principal Brubaker

www.ccsdschools.com/nces | 4921 Durant Avenue | North Charleston, SC 29405 | (843) 745-7107

CHARLES COKER

MOULTRIE MIDDLE SCHOOL

I am delighted and honored to serve as the new principal at Moultrie Middle School!
I have spent my entire career working and living East of the Cooper, and am passionate about continuing the excellence that comes
with being the #1 neighborhood middle school in South Carolina! Our mission is to provide a rigorous learning opportunity for your
Patriot, in a safe setting where he/she can learn and grow.
At home, I have two amazing daughters and an incredible wife who is a CCSD math teacher.
I am excited about this new opportunity to serve your family, and I’m looking forward to working
collaboratively to prepare students to become 21st century learners. Thanks for being a valued
partner in this adventure!
Principal Coker
www.ccsdschools.com/moultrie | 645 Coleman Blvd. | Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 | (843) 849-2819

DR. KATCHIA GETHERS

HUNLEY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

In 1959, the first bell rang, welcoming the first group of students to Hunley Park Elementary School. Sixty-one years later, the bell
will ring again, and we will welcome students back to school after enduring a pandemic.
My name is Dr. Katchia Gethers, the principal of Hunley Park Elementary School, and on behalf of
the teachers and staff, I want to welcome you to this year’s academic school year. All of us are
anxiously awaiting opening our doors, greeting your children and engaging them in learning. We
wish them a wonderful school year, and we are delighted that you have selected Hunley Park as
your school. Once again, welcome!
Principal Gethers

www.ccsdschools.com/hunleypark | 1000 Michigan Avenue | North Charleston, SC 29404 | (843) 767-5914
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ROBERT GRANT

NORTH CHARLESTON CREATIVE ARTS ELEMENTARY

We begin this school year anticipating great results for students socially, personally, and academically. We welcome new students
and those returning this school year.
North Charleston Creative Arts Elementary is full of opportunity for our students and we are working
diligently to expand those opportunities and open up the world to our students through a first class
educational experience based in Arts enriched instruction.
Principal Grant

NCCAE: "Where The Arts and Academics Meet!"S.O.A.R. "Hootie Nation!"

www.ccsdschools.com/northcca | 5200 Lackawanna Blvd. | North Charleston, SC 29405 | (843) 529-2831

ANNA MIMS

MOUNT ZION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

I am excited to be joining the Wildcat Family as your new principal this year! I have worked in education for over 15 years in a
variety of roles. Most recently, I worked as CCSD’s Professional Development Coordinator, but prior to that I was principal of an
international school in Qatar. I’m originally from Lake City, SC and now live in West Ashley with my husband and two children.
I’m excited to learn from the Mt. Zion community and look forward to bringing my experience and
child-centered approach to our school. Because the relationships between families and the school
are vital to the success of our students, I encourage you to become involved in every way possible.
I look forward to meeting you soon!
Principal Mims

www.ccsdschools.com/nces | 4921 Durant Avenue | North Charleston, SC 29405 | (843) 745-7107

AMBER SAINZ

JULIAN MITCHELL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

My name is Ms. Amber Sainz and I’m thrilled to be the new principal at Julian Mitchell Elementary. I moved here from Missouri. I
have always loved South Carolina and the Charleston area. This is my 21st year in education. I have served as a classroom teacher,
reading teacher, instructional coach, and this is my sixth year as a school principal. I have two boys, 15 and 11. We love spending
time outdoors and on the water. I also enjoy running!
I can’t wait to meet all of our families here at Mitchell. We have such an amazing staff and so many
wonderful opportunities for our students. I’m excited to watch our scholars continue to grow and
learn over the next school year!
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me, at (843) 724-7261.
Principla Sainz

www.ccsdschools.com/mitchell | 2 Perry Street | Charleston, SC 29403 | (843) 724-7261

STEPHANIE SPANN

SIMMONS-PINCKNEY MIDDLE SCHOOL

I am honored to be your new principal. I look forward to leading and guiding our scholars through their educational journey,
and working with our dedicated staff and supportive school community.
No matter what happens this academic year, rest assured...
● We are in this together.
● We will get through this together.
● We are built to do great things, together.
Be sure to visit and follow Simmons-Pinckney Middle School’s Facebook page to view my
greetings to our parents and students. Also, make sure to bookmark our school website and
check it often for the latest SPMS information.
I cannot wait to meet each of you!
Principal Spann
www.ccsdschools.com/simmonspinckney | 244 President Street | Charleston, SC 29403 | (843) 724-7789

MICHAEL WHITE

MORNINGSIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL

I am extremely excited to join the illustrious Morningside Middle School family as your principal. Morningside was founded upon
principles of high expectations, excellence, integrity, respect, and a commitment to create exceptional opportunities for the scholars
in our community. As your principal, I am committed to ensuring that our scholars are equipped to meet the Profile of a South
Carolina High School Graduate, and for our scholars to be highly competitive in a globalized workforce.
Together, we will establish a tradition of excellence by focusing on our mission of empowering
scholars, families, and our community– socially, emotionally, and academically with excellence.
Likewise, we are cognizant that truly empowering our scholars for success will require a community
effort. Therefore, we invite all stakeholders to work in tandem with us as we seek to provide a
world class educational experience for all of our scholars.
Principal White

www.ccsdschools.com/morningside | 1999 Singley Lane | North Charleston, SC 29405 | (843) 745-2000
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CCSD FACILITIES OPEN FOR THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR
CAMP ROAD MIDDLE SCHOOL
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is proud to announce that
the newly-constructed Camp Road Middle School will open its doors
to students for the 2020-2021 school year.
The project was funded by a “Yes” vote of the Charleston Education
Capital Improvements Sales and Use Tax Referendum of 2014.
“The dream that began in 2015 is now a reality with the opening of
the new Camp Road Middle School on James Island,” said Principal
David Parler. “The James Island community has needed a new middle
school for many years and we will now have a breathtaking space.”
The $52 million project resulted in a new building of approximately
137,000 square feet to serve an initial population of 900 students with
a core and expansion space for a future capacity of 1200 students.
“Built on the old Fort Johnson Middle School site, this new facility is
long awaited for the middle school students on James Island. Starting
in 2018, the two District 3 middle schools were combined and housed
the old James Island Middle School.
“The library on the second floor is prominent at the front corner and

creates a tree house feel for the students inside,” said Robert
Sturman CCSD’s Interim Director of Capital Programs. “Our design
firm, construction team, and program manager did an amazing job
building the new campus. Faculty and visitors will have adequate
parking on the campus and the students will enjoy a larger facility
with an increase in natural lighting, play space and an array of
colorful accents for a most enjoyable learning experience.”
The building is spacious, bright, clean, and colorful. The new
furniture is color coordinated with the carpets, floors, and walls. The
amenities include state-of-the art technology in all classrooms:
sound systems in the gym and all performing arts rooms, nine
science labs, a performing arts wing, a 9,500 square foot gym with
a stage; and a 7,000 square foot cafeteria with outdoor dining for
60 students. The campus offers ample space for parking, buses,
morning and afternoon car traffic, and green space for recess.
“Our students and teachers will be in awe when they enter this new
facility and proud to be a part of the Camp Road Middle School

family,” said Parler. “I am grateful to Charleston County School District
for their vision, attention to detail, and persistence in completing this
project. This campus is truly an asset to the James Island community.”
“COVID-19 has forced the teams building our new schools to
overcome some unique challenges. It has been a race to get all of the
new school buildings online before the students return for the new
school year, which was strategically managed by Cumming (the
District’s construction management firm),” said Sturman. “The internal
and external partnerships between the design team, general
contractors, subcontractors, CCSD staff, and others were the keys to
a successful project.”
The construction team worked in tandem with local and state
agencies to open the school on time and within the approved budget.
In addition to the construction management team, Cumming, the
architect was Rosenblum Coe, and the general contractor was TQ
Constructors. The Project Manager was Joe Christian and the Site
Manager was Jack Duane.

C.E. WILLIAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is proud to announce that
the newly-constructed C.E. Williams Middle School (CEW) will open
its doors to students for the 2020-2021 school year.
The project was funded by a “Yes” vote of the Charleston Education
Capital Improvements Sales and Use Tax Referendum of 2014.
The new state-of-the-art building is a two-story, 137,227 square
foot facility designed to serve 900 students, and can be expanded
to accommodate a total of 1,200 students. It is located next to the
West Ashley High School, at 3090 Sanders Road. Seventh and 8th
grade students will be attending the school this year.
“We have relocated the C.E. Williams Middle School-South campus
next to West Ashley High School and the future West Ashley Center
for Advanced Studies,” said Robert Sturman CCSD’s Interim Director
of Capital Programs. “The Bees Ferry West Ashley Library is being
built in the same area, helping create an educational hub for
Charleston County students in District 10. Our design firm,
construction team, and program manager did an amazing job
building the new campus. Faculty and visitors will have adequate

parking on the campus and the students will enjoy a larger facility
with an increase in natural lighting, play space, and an array of
colorful accents for a most enjoyable learning experience.”
The building includes large classrooms for band, orchestra, and
strings. Career Technology Education is highlighted in the multiple
technology centered classrooms, and computer labs. Project labs
and other meeting and learning spaces were also included
throughout the facility.
“The new C.E. Williams-South Campus facility is one of which the
West Ashley community and CCSD can be proud,” said Principal
Kevin Smith. “From design to function, students and staff members
will have the facilities to set the stage for access and opportunity for
all students. In addition, it echoes the beauty of Charleston with
ponds, palm trees, and vegetation that are visible through the many
windows that provide ample amounts of natural light. As soon as
you walk in the front door you are greeted with a two-story lobby
with a beautiful ‘CEW’ in the floor. The new CEW campus is a
testament to our mantra, ‘Students are the heart of our work’."

The construction team worked in tandem with local and state
agencies to open the school on time and within the approved budget
of $53.3 million.
“COVID-19 has forced the teams building our new schools to
overcome some unique challenges,” said Sturman. “It has been a
race to get all of the new school buildings online before the students
return for the new school year, which was strategically managed by
Cumming (the District’s construction management firm). The internal
and external partnerships between the design team, general
contractors, subcontractors, CCSD staff, and others were the keys
to a successful project.”
In addition to the construction management team, Cumming, the
architect was LS3P, and the general contractor was Contract
Construction. The Project Manager was Bobby Bryant and the Site
Manager was Chuck Lather.
C.E. Williams was established in 1968 and named after Chalmers
Elliott Williams who served as the Superintendent of St. Andrew’s
Parish School District 10 from 1943 to 1975. Principal Smith, a native
of Charleston, attended the middle school when he was growing up.

COOPER RIVER CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDIES
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is proud to announce that
the newly-constructed Cooper River Center for Advanced Studies
(CAS) will open its doors to students for the 2020-2021 school year.
The new 84,000 square foot facility will offer high school programs
focusing on advanced studies.
The project was funded by a “Yes” vote of the Charleston Education
Capital Improvements Sales and Use Tax Referendum of 2014.
The new state-of-the-art building is designed to seat 600 students
and is located across from North Charleston High School. The facility
will serve high school students currently enrolled in the District 4
area and Burke High School. The building includes both classrooms
and lab spaces for programs such as health science technologies,
information technology pre-engineering, arts, and audio-visual
technologies.
“Thanks to the Charleston County residents, students will enjoy this
new facility and take advantage of its unique programing,” said
Robert Sturman CCSD’s Interim Director of Capital Programs. “This
is one of our three regional career centers in the District. The Cooper

River CAS will give our high school students a great opportunity to
expand their CTE education.”
The new CAS will offer high bay facilities for Auto Collision Repair,
Mechatronics and Building Construction, labs for STEM classes,
Biomedical and Health Sciences, Cyber Security, Computer Repair,
and ‘Project Lead the Way’ classes. Other areas of the building will
include maker spaces, a two-story exhibition space, and a 150-seat
lecture hall.
“The Cooper River Center for Advanced Studies is a state of the art
career and technology center that will offer students the opportunity
to develop knowledge and skills that will prepare them for college
programs and high demand career fields,” said Principal Vanessa
Brown. “Our teachers will use non-traditional teaching methods to
engage students in critical thinking through project-based learning.
The Cooper River Center is a ‘think tank’ - a place of innovation. Our
makerspace and business partner workspace is an integral part of
the North Charleston business and industry community. We look
forward to our business partners working closely with our students

to design, create, and build new products and services that will make
our world efficient and productive.”
The construction team worked in tandem with local and state
agencies to open the school on time and within the approved budget
of $42.7 million.
“Covid-19 has forced the teams building our new schools to
overcome some unique challenges,” said Sturman. “It has been a
race to get all of the new school buildings online before the students
return for the new school year, which was strategically managed by
Cumming and Brownstone (the District’s construction management
firms). The internal and external partnerships between the design
team, general contractors, subcontractors, CCSD staff, and others
were the keys to a successful project.”
In addition to the construction management team, Cumming/
Brownstone, the architect was Steven & Wilkinson/Red Iron
Architects, and the general contractor was McKnight Construction.
The Project Manager was Margarita Perez and the Site Manager
was John Calvin.

LUCY BECKHAM HIGH SCHOOL
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is proud to announce that
the newly-constructed Lucy Beckham High School will open its doors
to students for the 2020-2021 school year.
The project was funded by a “Yes” vote of the Charleston Education
Capital Improvements Sales and Use Tax Referendum of 2014.
The new state-of-the-art building will accommodate 1,500 students
in grades 9-12. The three story facility is situated on 44.1 acres and
was constructed on the site of the former Wando High School located
at the intersection of Mathis Ferry Road and Whipple Road in Mount
Pleasant. The building totals 245,000 square feet.
“The new school sits on the site of the old Wando campus,” said
Robert Sturman CCSD’s Interim Director of Capital Programs. “It will
open to 9th and 10th grade students and phase into expanding into
11th and 12th, relieving overcrowding at neighboring Wando High
School. Thanks to the Charleston County residents, students will
enjoy a new facility of learning to include new Career Technology
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Education labs, general classrooms, a cutting-edge auditorium, and
a state of the art kitchen”
The project budget was $103.7 million.
The new high school also contains science labs, a performing arts
wing, cafeteria, main gymnasium, auxiliary gymnasium, media
center, and administration spaces. The site will also include a
competition track and field, two practice fields, as well as parking
for staff and students, and separate parent and bus drop-offs.
“We are so excited to finally be opening Lucy Garrett Beckham High
School for our students, staff, families and community,” said Principal
Anna Dassing. “It has been an honor to bring Ms. Beckham's vision
to fruition and we look forward to sharing our state of the art facility
and bold and innovative practices with everyone. We have an
amazing team full of enthusiastic, creative educators and support
staff that want nothing more than to make every student's Beckham
experience the best ever. We know that the 2020-2021 will be full

of new experiences and continued challenges but we look forward
to working through them with our Beckham Family.”
The construction team worked in tandem with local and state
agencies to open the school on time and within the approved budget.
“COVID-19 has forced the teams building our new schools to
overcome some unique challenges,” said Sturman. “It has been a
race to get all of the new school buildings online before the students
return for the new school year, which was strategically managed by
Cumming (the District’s construction management firm). The internal
and external partnerships between the design team, general
contractors, subcontractors, CCSD staff, and others were the keys
to a successful project.”
In addition to the construction management team, Cumming, the
architect was McMillan Pazdan Smith, and the general contractor
was Contract Construction. The Project Manager was Harold Lee and
the Site Manager was Joe Edmonds.

DISTRICT 4 REGIONAL STADIUM
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is proud to announce that the newly-constructed
District 4 Regional Stadium will open to student athletes in the 2020-2021 school year. The
stadium is located off of West Montague Avenue and Dorchester Road and will serve
Academic Magnet High, Military Magnet Academy, North Charleston High and R.B. Stall High
Schools. The teams will all use the stadium in a rotational format.
The project was funded by a “Yes” vote of the Charleston Education Capital Improvements
Sales and Use Tax Referendum of 2014.
The new state-of-the-art facility includes a synthetic turf field, home and visitor’s half time
rooms, home and visitor’s restrooms, concessions, and support buildings, and is capable to
seat 6,000 people.
“The District 4 Regional Stadium allows CCSD to make the most of the tax payer’s money
and provide a first class athletic environment for four of our North Charleston high schools,”
said Robert Sturman CCSD’s Interim Director of Capital Programs. “I am expecting that
attendance will increase as people travel along I-526 they will see our teams playing and
want to catch a good game. In order to maintain as much green space 1,000 of our 1,500
parking spots will be on a grass lots. This not only looks better but it opens up options on
what we can use that space for.”
The $22.5 million complex was built on 36 acres located on West Montague Ave.
“The opening of the D4 stadium will provide our student athletes the opportunity to participate
in one of the finest athletic facilities in South Carolina,” said Bob Olson, CCSD’s Athletic
Director.

The construction team worked in tandem with local and state agencies to open the stadium
complex on time and on budget.
“COVID-19 has forced the teams building our new schools to overcome some unique
challenges. It has been a race to get all of the new school buildings online before the students
return for the new school year, which was strategically managed by Cumming (the District’s
construction management firm),” said Sturman. “The internal and external partnerships
between the design team, general contractors, subcontractors, CCSD staff, and others were
the keys to a successful project.”
In addition to the construction management team, Cumming, the architect was LS3P, and
the general contractor was J.E. Dunn Construction. The Project Manager was Matt Campbell.

