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Military Magnet brings home

first state title in basketball
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The Military Magnet Academy (MMA) girls” basketball team just
missed out on the state championship last year, falling in the finals.
This year, the Eagles would not be denied; they captured the South
Carolina High School League Class A crown with a 54-49 victory
over Southside Christian on Saturday, March 6, 2021, in Aiken, SC.

Sophomore guards Chazmin Bradley and Kaelin Davis combined for
12 points in the fourth quarter for Military Magnet, and Bradley hit two free throws with six
seconds left to seal the championship.

Three players scored in double figures for the Eagles (10-3): Bradley (18 points), Rykia Jakes
(12 points), and Davis (10 points).

“Our big three [Bradley, Davis, and Jakes] performed great,” said MMA head coach Danny
Taylor. “However, it is important to point out Jataya Brown, who stands 5-foot-3, was assigned
to defend some of the best talent in the state. She guarded a six-foot All-in the first round, a
5-foot-9 all-state player in the second round, an all-state point guard in the Lower State finals,
and a player committed to Georgia Southern in the championship game. Brown came up big
time for us on defense in the last four games.”

The Eagles won every single playoff game on the road this year.

This is the MMA's first state championship in girls’ basketball, the schools first-ever state
championship in a girls’ sport, and the second team state title overall in school history.

CONGRATULATIONS TO CCSD STAFF AND STUDENTS

133 CCSD educators were awarded a 2020-21 Bosch Eco+STEM Teacher (BEST) grant.

The teachers collaborated on 66 winning grants valued at a total of $118,000. The BEST @ B o s C H TEACHER
Grant Program supports innovative inquiry-based learning experiences by awarding grants B E S GRANTS
of up to $2,000 to PreK-Grade 12 educators. This is the first year that CCSD educators Invented for life Powered by Bosch Community Fund

have been eligible to apply for the BEST Grant Program which is being rolled out in
communities where Bosch has a corporate presence.

CCSD rolls out COVID-19 vaccinations to teachers and school staff

In partnership with MUSC, Charleston County School District
(CCSD) began administering COVID-19 vaccinations to CCSD

employees.

School-based employees will receive the vaccine first. To allow for the
shots to be administered, schools will move to eLearning Days based
on the dates faculty receive their vaccinations.

All school-level employees will be eligible to receive the vaccine on the
designated day for their school. Vaccines are being administered in a
wing of the former Garrett Academy of Technology campus in North

Charleston. This process is subject to change based on the availability
and distribution of the COVID-19 vaccines.

A few CCSD schools are working directly with their partners,
including Fetter Health Care Network and East Cooper Medical
Center, and may have slightly different plans.

School leaders will notify their families directly about their schedule
for eLearning Days.

For more information, contact the Division of Strategy and

Communications at (843) 937-6303.
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INCES second graders take state championship in READBowl 21
F

Jessica Kirkpatrick’s second graders at North Charleston
Elementary School (NCES) learned that they had read
their way to becoming the South Carolina State
Champions in the K-2 Primary Conference for
READBowl "21.

Additionally, Heidi Hocking’s third grade class, doing
remote learning, became the schoolwide champions in the
Big Three Conference, reading an average of 528 minutes
per student per week. Teachers across the grades named 25

students as MVDs.

The class pulled into the lead early in the contest and read
right through to a record number of minutes, averaging
almost 370 minutes per week per student.

counted their daily reading time.

Every week during the championships, Malcolm Mitchell
rewarded students with a new locker code leading to short
video clips on his website Read with Malcolm. The most
inspiring of all is, perhaps, his own story of not knowing
how to read as a child and being afraid to let anyone know.
He learned to read when teachers took an interest in him

personally and helped him.

Readers at NCES have a lot of help these days, as well.
Teachers are their coaches and Principal Melissa Brubaker
is their main cheerleader.

“Reading every day is so important for our students, not
just to improve reading ability but to find joy in reading,”

said Brubaker.

Brubaker participated in READBowl last year in her
previous school in Albany, Georgia. It is one of many
programs and incentives she uses throughout the year, with
teachers following a rigorous 90-day-plan and using weekly
data review meetings to strengthen their game.

When 271 students at NCES joined the READBowl 21
championships they knew two things: they liked to read
and they loved Malcolm Mitchell’s Book The Magicians’
Hat. What's not to love about the endearing story of how
magical books can be, written by the 2017 SuperBowl
champ Malcolm Mitchell?

What the students from NCES didn't know is that they
were competing with 71,000 other students nationwide
who read over 55 million reading minutes in the four weeks
leading up to the SuperBowl. That is pretty steep

competition for anyone.

NCES second graders with principal Melissa Brubaker

During this time of social distancing, mask wearing, and
students limited to their plexiglass pods in classrooms,
READBowl 21 gave students a fun way to focus on
reading improvement. As a badge on Malcolm Mitchell’s
website proudly states: “Reading is my sport.” This
February at NCES, everyone who reads is becoming a

winner.

“Reading every day is so important for our
students, not just to improve reading ability but
10 find joy in reading.”

— MEL1ssA BRUBAKER
PrincipAL NoRTH CHARLESTON ELEMENTARY

North Charleston Elementary’s eager readers in grades K-
5 logged more than 155,000 minutes in the month they

C.E. Willilams' Keerthana Samuel defends
CCSD Spelling Bee crown with virtual victory

C.E. Williams Middle School’s Keerthana Samuel
wasn't able to go to Washington, D.C. to compete in
the Scripps National Spelling Bee last year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Fortunately, the 2020
Charleston County School District (CCSD) Spelling
Bee and Post and Courier Spellbound! champion has
another shot to compete at the national level this year.
The seventh-grader captured her second straight district
title by winning the virtual event last month.

Samuel was able to spell almost every word correctly,
making her the clear winner.

Normally, the top-18 finishers in the CCSD Spelling
Bee advance to the Post and Courier’s Spellbound!
event. Due to the pandemic, the top five from this
year’s district spelling bee are going to the regional
competition.

Maxwell Peters (Thomas C. Cario Middle School),
Jordan Bazzle (Ashley River Creative Arts Elementary
School), Jadyn Rene (Moultrie Middle School), and
Jonathan Lonon (Buist Academy) will join Samuel on
Thursday, March 25 at 7:00 p.m. (location to be
determined) to face the top spellers from the tri-county
region. The winner advances to the 2021 Scripps
National Bee which returns this year with top spellers
from across the U.S. and the globe gathering near
Orlando, Florida, on July 8, 2021 to compete in the
nationally televised event.

CCSD made an abrupt pivot to host the annual
spelling bee contest online on February 11, 2021 rather
than in-person. In an abundance of caution, it was
determined that an online competition platform,
designed by Scripts International, would be the safest
avenue.

One fifth grader from each elementary school and one
student from each middle school earned a chance to
compete in the CCSD competition. At the school level,
administrators could conduct a socially-distanced, in-

The final rounds of this year’s Bee will be hosted in
person format or an online format.

person at ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex at
Walt Disney World Resort. The finals, featuring 10-12
accomplished spellers, will be broadcast live primetime
on ESPN2.

The 10 to 12 finalists who will travel to Orlando, will
have earned the right to compete in the finals by
advancing through three levels of virtual competition:
the preliminary, quarterfinal, and semifinal segments.

CCSD’s online completion was structured much like a
traditional in-person competition. Students had 30
minutes to spell 25 words. The online format allowed
the student to hear the word, see the word on their
computer screen, and then provided the words origin,
part of speech, and a sentence that the word could be

Keerthana Samuel used.

|BE librarian recerves 2021 Intellectual Freedom Award

Heidi Benton, James B. Edwards Elementary School (JBE) teacher-librarian, has received the 2021 Intellectual
Freedom Award from the South Carolina Association of School Librarians (SCASL). She was nominated by
Christy James, District Library and Media Services Coordinator for Charleston County School District.

This award recognizes those who advocate for the First Amendment Rights of students, teachers, and citizens
of South Carolina. The South Carolina Association of School Librarians supports and upholds the U.S.
Constitution, the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights, and the freedom to read. The
Intellectual Freedom Award is the celebration of this advocacy.

“Heidi Benton has had a huge impact on our school community,” said Principal Robin Fountain. “She has
broadened the thinking of students, teachers, and parents alike by introducing books with diverse characters
and ideas in a kind and nonjudgmental way.”

“Heidi is a leader among our teacher librarians and at her school,” said Christy James, Library Media Services
Coordinator and District Textbook Coordinator. “I'm grateful for her commitment to make sure the library
is a place where all her students feel welcome and seen. She's made the library an important part of building
and growing the inclusive community at James B. Edwards.”

Benton shared her journey and learning
with others, including a session at the
SCASL Summer Institute that was well

attended and very well received.

“There were many lessons learned, but the most powerful one is that a dedicated librarian can help create a more inclusive
community by actively promoting books and programs,” added James. “That provide mirrors for students to see themselves
and their families and windows to help them see others in our global community.”

“Everyone’s story matters, everyone's life deserves to be shared, and identity is never inappropriate,” said Benton.

“Heidi Benton has had a huge impact on our school community. She has broadened
the thinking of students, teachers, and parents alike by introducing books with diverse
characters and ideas in a kind and nonjudgmental way.”

— RoBIN FOUNTAIN, PrincipaL JaMEs B. EDwaRDS ELEMENTARY

Heidi Benton recognized for her achievements
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CCSD Schools Celebrate

Read Across America Week

C.E. Williams Middle School Charleston Progressive Academy

During the week-long celebration of literacy, CPA students and staff had a blast
celebrating “Reading - Your Ticket to the world of Suess!!” on Tuesday. They dressed
up as their favorite Dr. Suess characters and enjoyed cupcakes while listening to their

C.E. Williams Middle School students and staff participated in DEAR: drop

everything and read, during Read Across America Week.

Hunley Park Elementary School

Jones.

Hunley Park Elementary School’s
- second-grade students enjoyed a
recorded read-aloud on Streamable
Learning. The book is called “What
If” by Samantha Berger, read aloud
by CCSD’s Executive Director of
Instructional ~Programs,

favorite Dr. Suess books!

Robin

Jane Edwards Elementary School

The CD class at Jane Edwards
Elementary school spent some time
in the library where they got to play
Hide and Seek - stuffed animal
style! They found the animals and
. then got to read with them as part
‘B of Read Across America Week!

Read Across America (RAA) has been a huge success at
Lambs Elementary School thanks to a generous donation
and the leadership of media specialist Calli Collins.
Lambs aligned their RAA week with the district's theme
of Reading is Your Ticket to the World. In the weeks
leading up to Read Across America, students put their
art skills to work creating murals for the hallway
depicting the themes of Read Across America and the

Laurel Hill Pr|mary School Matllda F. Dunston Elementary School

school’s chosen book for the week. Students will be
reading The Wild through Spring Break.

Kona Ice came to school on Tuesday, and they donated
books to the students. In addition, the school held their
Virtual Family Literacy Night on Tuesday. The week was
rounded out with a donation of almost 1,000 books from
the citizens of James Island, clients of Folly Road Animal
Hospital, Mr. K’s Bookstore, Trade-a-Book in Mount

H

Classroom 2Cat Laurel Hill Elementary School celebrated the completlon of their
nonfiction writing, All About Animals Books, with a publishing party. Students shared

reading and asking questions to each other about their animal research. Well done second

Pleasant, Captain’s comics and Toys in West Ashley. The
donations were made possible thanks to veterinarian Dr.
Tom Sherridan who wanted to give back. He is a fellow
parishioner of Lamb’s ESOL teacher Kristi Childers and
he was aware of the needs in her school. His motivation
to give back inspired his community and each student
received two books. Many were made available for
Spanish speaking students as well.

Dunston Elementary School students celebrated their love for reading.

graders! Also, students dressed as what want to be when they grow up.

Check out Dunston’s third graders reading to their stuffed animals!

Septlma P. Clark Academy

James B. Edwards Elementary

Septima P. Clark Academy staff celebrate Read Across America Week.

Happy Read Across America Week! Check out the JBE office staff as they Drop

Everything and Read!

>
SCHOOL DISTRICT

STUDENTS ARE
THE HEART

OF OUR WORK!




focug ON CCsD

| p4

CCSD partners with local hydroponic farm, Vertical Roots
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Charleston  County  School
(CCSD) is excited to announce a
partnership with Vertical Roots, a leading
V E RT | C A |_ R O OTS indoor hydroponic container farming

company in the country. Vertical Roots
produces nutrient-rich lettuce with globally recognized food safety standards inside its
eco-friendly, upcycled container farms.

The district’s Office of Nutrition Services is incorporating lettuce from Verticle Roots
in the salads offered in school cafeterias. As part of the rollout, students at Chircora
Elementary School participated in a taste-testing event with representatives from
Nutrition Services and Verticle Roots last month.

“CCSD knows that students, communities, and farmers win when schools implement
farm to school practices,” said Kerrie Hollifield, the district’s registered dietitian. “This
partnership with Vertical Roots is going to allow students to eat local salads every day
of the week. We plan as a district to be the gold standard of supporting local agricultural
programs and building vibrant communities.”

o

Vertical Roots farms use 98 percent less water than conventional farming methods to
sustainably grow non-GMO lettuce that is full of flavor and pesticide-free. Their farms
also generate eight-times more produce per acre of land compared to traditional farms.
For example, Vertical Roots four acre-farm in Columbia, SC is equivalent to 350 acres
of traditional farmland.

Vertical Roots grows lettuce every day of the year at their farms in the Charleston and
Columbia areas. Their produce is harvested at the peak of freshness and delivered to
grocery stores within one to three days.

“The partnership with Charleston County School District is very important to Vertical
Roots and our mission,” added Andrew Hare, Co-Founder and General Manager of
Vertical Roots. “Our youth is our future. This will create a hyperlocal farm experience
for students, and educate them on nutritional benefits of local produce as they better
understand where their food comes from.”

Vertical Roots” produce is available in 1,200 grocery stores across the Southeast at
Publix, Harris Teeter, Whole Foods, and Lowes Foods.

Music Around the World at St. Andrews Math andVSc‘:ienc
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about other human societies. Even virtual students were

Infusing arts into education is a passion for Vickie Klatt,
Teacher of the Year at St. Andrews School of Math and
Science. Formerly a teacher at an arts academy in
Greenville, SC, she saw first hand the benefits to
implementing various methods of learning.

Klatt is in her second year at St. Andrews and wanted to
share her passion for the arts with her third-grade
students. The idea of bringing in an artist-in-residence
came to fruition thanks to a grant she recently received
from the South Carolina Arts Commission which receives
support from the National Endowment for the Arts.

With the grant money, Klatt was able to contract with Jeff
Holland, owner/founder of drum4work to host almost a
week worth of classes called “Music Around the World.”

“Geography is our new third grade curriculum this year
and his musical instruction goes hand-in-hand with what
we're learning about in different parts of the world, the
diverse cultures, and music,” said Klatt. “Music Around
the World also has a STEAM component and Mr.
Holland uses artifacts, various forms of dress, and musical
instruments to demonstrate how others around the world
live and interact. He educates the students about the
importance of music in many different cultures, especially
the use of percussion instruments. His program ties in
with our science and math curriculum and reinforces what
we're doing here in our classrooms. Mr. Holland has given
our students the opportunity to connect to their own
cultures, as well as with the wider world.”

Students were able to play instruments all while learning

able to enjoy Holland’s “journey around the world” via
Zoom.

Holland is the school’s first-ever artist-in-residence, and
Klatt was awarded another grant for a visual arts instructor
to come next school year.

“The students love this type of learning. It reaches
students who might not otherwise be engaged in the
classroom,” said Klatt. “Learning through the arts helps
increase a broader understanding of a subject area and
fosters a greater appreciation for the arts. It really touches
those kids who might be shy or who can make a
connection to what is being taught. You just never know
what kind of lasting impression the arts can have on a

child.”

North Charleston

Creative Arts Elementary
prepares scudents
for the future

These young men are members of The Hootie
Gentleman’s Club at North Charleston Creative Arts
Elementary. They are being exposed to leadership
training and are prepping today to achieve in
tomorrow’s world. Themes include, tolerance,
community service, supporting your classmates
success, and working together as a cohesive unit.
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