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Monday, February 22, is an E-learning day for all students. Please check into all
classes to be counted as present.
Farewell Mrs. Sullivan! Thank you for teaching at our school!
A big celebration is happening today! Mardi Gras is a French celebration held in the
US, specifically in New Orleans. It is French for “Fat Tuesday,” to show that Mardi
Gras is a final day of eating a ton of food before Lent. Colorful outfits, parades, and
masks are used during this time, and delicious food is showcased everywhere. It
was first celebrated in 1699 and was recounted by Marc Antoine Caillot. This year
people will have to celebrate it at home, and maybe you can be a part of it too!
Climate change is becoming a fast-growing issue in the modern world--so much so
that, in France, an agreement was made. Five years ago, Paris decided that they
were going to make a pact with other countries and parties to lower their
greenhouse gas emissions, and in turn, slow climate change. This pact is called
the Paris Agreement. Every five years, the committee meets to brainstorm ways of
conserving our Earth. The countries and parties participating will write up a list of
things they are doing to help with climate change.
Winterfest have been rescheduled to Friday, February 26. Please get your
permission slips turned in A.S.A.P!! We will be watching the Disney Movie “Soul.”
Snacks will be provided!

A new strand of the
Coronavirus has recently
COVID-19
been detected in South
NEWS
Africa. The first U.S.
cases of this new strand
were recently discovered
when two people tested positive in
Columbia, S.C. The CDC (Center for
Disease Control) has recommended for
people to upgrade their Mask to a two ply
(double layered) mask. This does NOT
mean that the CDC wants you to wear two
masks. That is only necessary if a better
mask is not available to you at the moment.
Other than that, the U.S is still declining in
cases due to the rollout of the vaccine. That
might not seem like a lot is being done but it
is shocking considering how far we’ve come
since the beginning of the pandemic.
By: Jack Serano
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Worldwide News
Imagine reading a 6-minute poem in front of the whole world with a speech impediment! You
may think that is crazy, but 22-year-old Amanda Gorman, America’s National Youth Poet Laureate,
did just this on Wednesday, January 20th at the inauguration for President Joe Biden. Gorman
read her poem, “The Hill We Climb” perfectly. The poem is about how she thinks this country can
still come together and be united. Her powerful words inspired and amazed many around the
world. Something to be learned from Gorman is that even when things look distressing, we have
to persevere. “When day comes we ask ourselves, where can we ﬁnd light in this never-ending
shade?” Gorman could have hidden in her shade of a speech impediment and lacked off, but
instead, she practiced and practiced and delivered a perfect poem in the sunshine that
Wednesday afternoon.

Amanda Gorman can be seen
here during the presidential
inauguration. Gorman have also By: Julia Goldman
recently performed at the Super
Bowl LV.

Black History Month
Laing Middle School is somewhere we all know, but a lot of us don’t
know the history behind its construction. Laing was actually established in
1866, right after the Civil War. The school was built as one of the first state
acknowledged African-American schools. It had a terrific curriculum, and
slowly started to bridge the divide between white and African-American people
in South Carolina. With it being Black History Month, this history is more
important than ever, so learn as much as you can!

By: Aspen Billian

The original Laing
Middle School

Mardi Gras:
A big celebration is happening today! Mardi Gras is a French
celebration held in the US, specifically in New Orleans. It is French for “Fat
Tuesday,” to show that Mardi Gras is a final day of eating a ton of food
before Lent. Colorful outfits, parades, and masks are used during this time,
and delicious food is showcased everywhere. It was first celebrated in 1699
and was recounted by Marc Antoine Caillot. This year people will have to
celebrate it at home, and maybe you can be a part of it too!
By: A. Billian and Kaitlyn Bagwell
Eye masks and
fedoras are just part
of traditional Mardi
Gras attire.

Interview with Mrs. Haynes
This year, amongst everything else, we have a new
face in the Laing faculty. Mrs. Haynes, our new
engineering teacher. She is originally from the
Philippines and has been teaching for 17 years. This is
her 5th year teaching engineering. People in the
Philippines weren’t necessarily the richest of southeast
Asia, which made it a lot harder to get an education and
to pursue her dream of teaching. She has multiple
projects planned for her students at Laing, such as
bumper cars that can protect an egg, neo pixels for the
8th graders, woodshop, and sewing. She likes
challenging her students to new lengths to improve
their skills and teaches her students abilities that can
apply in real life. Laing has been her dream school to
work at, so she’s thrilled to finally be able to work here.
By: Augustus Berle and Claire Sieverdes
Photos by: Hannah Bagwell and Ella Smyth

