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SIES Family Tidbits (8.1.20) 

Below are the responses to parent and student questions asked 
since the evening of 8.30.20.  If you have more questions, please 
use the link HERE for the next Tidbits Google Form.   Another 
great resource is the CCSD website.  Here is the link to the CCSD 
Update, where you will find more detailed answers to all of the 
questions below.  
If school does start on Sept. 8th 

in-person, why would it possibly be 

alternating days when SIES can fit 

100% of students with the 

appropriate spacing? 

★ As of July 30th, we can NOT 

exceed 25% of the school 

building capacity with an 

in-person option. It all depends 

on how many parents request 

the 5-day return. CCSD will 

publish the list of which schools 

will be  AB and five days by 

August 7th.  

For new incoming lottery students, if 

they signed up for the Virtual 

Academy, will they still retain their 

spot in the classroom so that they 

may re-enter after the 9-week 

mandatory period? 

★ Yes, they will retain their seat 

at SIES, and we will assign the 

class once they return. 

When you say virtual academy kids 

won't be assigned a SIES teacher, 

what happens when the first nine 

weeks is over, and you decide to 

change to in-person instruction? Are 

you assigned a SIES teacher then? 

★ Yes 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ElvCS-xhurv9e4lRV_Pun-JqbDCMeXQLBQNADClbeLs/edit#responses
https://www.ccsdschools.com/cms/lib/SC50000504/Centricity/ModuleInstance/488/Key%20Points%20around%20Safe%20Restart.pdf


Will there be a grouping of SIES 

students in VA to create a sense of 

community (with maybe a meet and 

greet outside)? 

★ No, however, we will provide 

communication and try to build 

a sense of connection to SIES. 

I didn’t realize SIES teachers would 

not be part of the Virtual Academy. If 

the safety shifts in favor of more kids 

being able to return to schools, how 

would they be assigned to SIES 

teachers? We were hoping to take it 

semester by semester to decide to 

return. 

★ It sounds like your best option 

is selecting in-person, 

understanding that you may 

stay virtual remote at least 

through the first nine weeks. A 

SIES teacher or teachers will 

teach virtual remote students.  

My child was supposed to be in SAIL 

this year. If we do the virtual 

academy, is SAIL no longer available 

for the student? 

★ For the Virtual Academy, the 

district doesn’t know the 

number of gifted students 

choosing this option.GT 

students may work together 

within a course or courses. If 

that is not possible, CCSD will 

assign a gifted 

endorsed/department teacher 

to each gifted identified 

student in the Virtual Academy 

to provide additional support 

and virtual supplements. CCSD 

will provide more clarity when 

final enrollment numbers are 

available.  

CCSD just released something saying 

we have until Aug 14th, and now 

there is an option to register for back 

to school, but “remote” which is 

different than Virtual Academy. Do 

we need to update our form before 

Aug 3 or by the 14th? Or should I 

change my response? Will remote 

in-person people be forced to send 

kids back to school before we feel it 

is safe? 

★ At this time, it is unnecessary 

to change your intent form if 

you selected Virtual Academy 

and now want to switch to in- 

person.  The in-person choice 

includes the option to choose 

temporary-remote until you 

feel safe.  Temporary-remote 

will be an option at least for 

the first nine weeks, but very 

possibly longer based on 

conditions.  



What criteria are you using to 

determine whether it is safe to go 

back to school in person? 

★ The School Board will revisit 

trends on August 10.  They are 

working closely with MUSC and 

the state and local agencies, 

including CDC and DEHEC.  

If we do virtual Charter, will our 

magnet place at SIES be saved until 

next year? 

★ Yes 

Have our SIES teachers been 

adequately trained for remote 

teaching? Would Each SIES class use 

the same technology and tools for 

remote education? You say it will not 

be like last time. Are our teachers 

prepared for remote teaching this 

time around? What are the online 

tools in place for SIES as a standard 

online teaching framework for our 

SIES teachers?  

★ SIES will participate in CCSD 

professional development and 

use several new resources, 

including Canvas, Zearn, etc. 

Also, we will train in-house and 

set criteria specific to SIES 

from August 11 - 17. As 

principal, I have attended 

training sessions throughout 

the summer, and many 

teachers have as well. 

Will we eat lunch in the cafeteria or 

our classrooms? 

★ As of now, students will go to 

the cafeteria to pick up lunches 

following particular guidelines. 

They will return to the 

classrooms to eat. 

If I opt for in-person, will my child 

have the same teacher when they 

return to school in person as they 

had during temporary remote? Thank 

you!! 

● We don’t know yet exactly how 

we will leverage our in-house 

staff and resources to teach 

both temporary remote and 

in-person.  This process and 

placement can only happen 

after we have more specific 

information.  

We prefer in-person instruction.  On 

the 3rd question, on the intake form, 

"Are you willing to have AA/BB 

alternating days" should I have 

answered "No."  We are "willing" to 

do it, but we prefer in-person 

instruction as much as possible. 

★ You should answer no. 

However,  it is essential to 

understand that we may NOT 

be able to accommodate your 

desire for five days/week 

beginning on September 8th. 

We need enough teachers who 

are willing to teach in person in 

small groups. Additionally, we 



can only bring in 25% of 

students based on board 

decisions on July 30. 

 


