
 

 

SIES Family Tidbits (7.30.20) 
Below are the responses to parent and student questions asked 
this week.  If you have more questions, please use the link here for 
the next Tidbits Google Form.  I will respond to Tidbits again on 
Saturday.  Another great resource is the CCSD website.  Here are 
the links to the Parent Intent Supplemental Information and to the 
Safe Start website.  
 
If we have to start temporarily 

remote due to "high" COVID metrics, 

will the virtual platform follow a 

schedule? Ex. Zoom classroom 

real-time instruction? Thank you so 

much for your hard work. 

★ Yes, the temporary remote 

would be different than school 

closures were last spring. 

There would be real-time 

instruction and a schedule. 

Students would not, however, 

be in front of the computer all 

day.  

How can we make this simpler.... ★ We’re going to have to grit our 

collective teeth and go through 

this thing together.  It’s 

definitely not simple, but we do 

have many resources and 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15O7fATvn0sfYp4Zjeeuo5HXkKDWFJScSu1qr1UzOhXI/edit#responses
https://www.ccsdschools.com/cms/lib/SC50000504/Centricity/Domain/4/CCSD%20Parent%20Enrollment%20Options%20Form%20Safe%20Restart%20Supplemental%20Information.pdf
https://www.ccsdschools.com/safe-restart
Erin Wiseman




supports. This too shall pass. 

Go, team! 

Will there be recess when students 

return in person?  What will that look 

like? 

★ Yes, it will probably only be 

one class at a time. I anticipate 

using all of our outdoor spaces, 

including the beach and the 

bus loop.  More details to 

come. 

Can you show us a picture of a 

typical room with plexiglass 

dividers/other safety measures in 

place?  How many kids would sit at 

that table? 

★ Yes, Here are two photos that I 

just took this afternoon. One 

shows desk pods (grades 1 - 5) 

and one shows round tables 

(CD & K). Click Below: 

Desk Pods 

Round Tables 
 

Have they extended the deadline for 

the Virtual Academy enrollment?  I 

am reconsidering putting my children 

in it to start the year. 

★ Yes, the deadline is Monday, 

August 3, 2020. 

If we opt for the in-person option, 

will we be assigned to a SIES 

teacher? What about in the virtual 

academy? Thank you!  

★ Students enrolled in the 

in-person will be assigned to a 

SIES class, even if we end up 

with a temporary remote 

situation. Students enrolled in 

the Virtual Academy will not be 

assigned to a SIES teacher.  

 Will there be any form of new 

student orientation to the school with 

all of the COVID restrictions currently 

in place? 

★ Yes, the teachers and I are 

working on a variety of 

orientation delivery methods. 

Some will be geared to K 

students and other students 

new to the school. Stay tuned. 

My son is enrolled as a CD 4K 

student. I haven’t heard much 

mentioned about the CD program 

and I understand it is not a priority, 

but I am curious to know if there is a 

plan for the CD class? 

★ The CD Blend class will begin 

the week of September 15th, 

students will begin in small 

groups, not all starting on the 

same day.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ajlFW2Bm4pw2JmFvAUB78bZ05s7gYsXN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Uu8XcoKqBVxC-QjV_S-IUq8dAcmbyTPb/view?usp=sharing


If virtual-can we teach regular math? 

No parent knows how to do that 

crazy new way of math.  Plus when 

they get to middle school, they go 

back to the regular way. 

★ We will probably teach a 

combination of Bridges and a 

simpler, but similar program 

called Zearn.  I am  meeting 

with the teachers to determine 

our next steps. 

Can parents change their decision on 

virtual/in-person before the start of 

school?  

★ No, the decision that each 

family makes impacts the 

number of students that we 

plan for the in-person return, 

including numbers of teachers. 

If I choose to keep my kids at SIES, 

but don’t feel comfortable having 

them return to in-person, do I have a 

preference of having them learn 

virtually until I’m comfortable & not 

have to actually sign up for the k12 

virtual academy? 

★ If you really don’t feel 

comfortable, you should select 

the Virtual Academy. Although 

your children won’t be enrolled 

in a SIES class, they will still 

be SIES students. I am 

working with the teachers to 

make sure we include Virtual 

Academy families in 

communications and 

schoolwide fun activities.  

How many students would be in each 

classroom? How would it be 

determined which kids would be if 

multiple requests in-person classes?  

★ The first step is to determine 

how many SIES students will 

opt for Virtual Academy. If 

limited space for in-person is 

available, students would be 

selected based on the highest 

need for in-person.  

When will yearbooks from last year 

be out? 

★ As soon as the yearbooks are 

shipped, Ms. Santos will 

contact families.  The company 

is delayed due to temporary 

factory closure.  

What is known about the chemicals 

they will be using to regularly fog 

and clean classrooms?  Is it safe for 

students to be exposed to these in 

the air and on surfaces on a regular 

basis? 

★ The chemical being used is safe 

and appropriate for schools. 

Jeff Borrowy, our operations 

director will be pushing out 

information about this, 

including the chemical data 

sheet on the CCSD website in 



the next day or so.  The 

fogging will only occur when 

students and teachers are not 

in the building. 

On September 8th will school reopen 

on a normal schedule? I was under 

the impression that a hybrid may be 

the best course of action. Is this still 

on the table? 

★ Right now we are not certain 

what format schools will open 

in on September 8.  It could be 

in-person, alternating days or 

temporary remote.  The district 

will notify parents at the latest 

by August 19.  Everything 

depends on virus metrics. 

If I homeschool this year through 

option 3, can we still have access to 

Clever? And will my son lose his 

status in SAIL or in the Visually 

Gifted Program? Thank you 

★ Homeschool is different from 

Virtual Academy. With Virtual 

Academy you would have 

access to Canvas (a new portal 

to get to Clever). With 

homeschooling, you would not. 

If your child returns to public 

school he would still be 

enrolled in any gifted programs 

he was previously eligible for. 

Since we have a unique situation, is 

there an option to still have our 

assigned teacher this year at all? I 

am afraid to sign up for virtual 

because we don't want to lose our 

SIES teacher due to my child's 

situation. However, we are feeling 

the safest with doing online school. 

Not sure what to do? 

★ No, if you select the Virtual 

Academy option, you will not 

be assigned to a SIES teacher. 

It is too complex for the 

teacher to manage both 

programs. I know it is a 

difficult decision, but I do think 

that either choice can be 

positive.  

One thing that was not clear in any 

of the BOE meetings was what 

happens if a child or teacher tests 

positive or is exposed. Does 

everyone have to quarantine and 

how does learning continue for the 

kids who are not sick but may have 

been exposed? We've selected 

Option 1 to return to school when it 

is safe; however, if the kids are 

brought back too soon, I am 

★ We are working in partnership 

with MUSC and following 

tracing and quarantine 

protocols.  Each situation is 

different and must be 

investigated to determine if 

quarantine is necessary.  There 

is a very real possibility that 

students or teachers will be 

quarantined during the year. 

This would result in a shift to a 



concerned that more learning time 

will be lost in these circumstances. 

Thank you. 

temporary remote for a few 

students or possibly a large 

group of students. 

When will we find out who the 

teacher is and when can we meet 

them? 

★ As soon as parents complete 

the intent form, we will finalize 

class placement. As always, we 

will use a team approach that 

includes last year’s teacher and 

Ms. Russell, our guidance 

counselor.  We are making 

plans now for families to 

connect with teachers and the 

school. 

Will we need to "sign up" to be able 

to ride the bus? We can drive, but we 

would prefer bus transportation if 

space is available. 

★ You will definitely need to sign 

up to ride the bus.  More 

information will be coming as 

soon as parents complete the 

intent forms.  As of today, it 

looks like families who want to 

use bus transportation will be 

able to.  

 


