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Upcoming
EVENTS
December 1
Interim reports sent home

December 6
Picture Make-ups
High School Symphony Orchestra
& Singers Holiday Spectacular

December 10
School Spirit Day - Wear red or
blue school top with jeans

December 13
Spirit Week - Wear a cowboy hat,
jeans, red or green shirt

December 14
Spirit Week - Wear blue & white
PTA Winter Program at 6:00

December 15
Spirit Week - Wear a plaid shirt &
jeans

December 16
Spirit Week - Wear an ugly Xmas
sweater

December 17
Spirit Week - Wear pajamas & a
festive headband
Half Day - Dismiss at 10:25

Dec 20 - Jan 3
Winter Break

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),
It is unbelievable that 2021 is coming to a close already! Wow, how time flies!
As we near our winter holiday and reflect on all the activities and wonderful
gifts at Chicora, we want to wish you and your family a blessed holiday season.
I’m grateful for a wonderful and amazing school where students can come to
learn and grow daily. The gift of a wonderful and amazing staff & teachers who
give many hours of their day to provide students a quality instructional
experience. The gift of supportive parents who care and support the efforts of
Chicora. The gift of a heartfelt community that has partnered and assisted us
as needed.
As parents, you play a tremendous role in developing and influencing your
child’s learning daily. Please keep your child’s mind active during the Holiday
Break. Reading is the single most important skill your child will use in their
lifetime. Make sure to talk to your child, read to or with your child, and visit
libraries/museums. Here are a few ideas for the holidays:
TAKE TIME TO READ TO YOUR CHILD OR LET THEM READ TO YOU:
This can be a time of sharing and relaxing together.
PLAY GAMES WITH YOUR CHILD: This will let them know that they are
important to you.
BAKE WITH YOUR CHILD: This has you working as a team; counting and
measuring.
START A PROJECT OR ACTIVITY THAT YOU CAN DO TOGETHER:
Creating a scrapbook or photo album.
The Chicora Elementary staff wishes you and your family a happy, safe, and
relaxing Holiday Season!!
- Monica Smalls, Interim Principal

Reminders
The schoolwide classroom-to-home communication system - Class Dojo. You can create an account
by downloading the app or through the website https://www.classdojo.com/. Your child's teacher will
provide you with a parent code. If you do not have a parent code, click "Add child through a teacher"
to search for your child's teacher and request to connect to their class. Also, be sure to regularly
check the school's website and Facebook page to keep up with the great things happening at school.

Nurse
Hello families! Charleston County Schools is offering Covid Vaccines to students ages 5-11 during the
months of December. These are Pfizer vaccines and require 2 sessions to complete. Please see the
CCSD website for the link and further details.

Guidance
Happy December Chicora Families! We have successfully completed our bullying units and have
moved on to Erin's Law curriculum. This is a district-mandated child abuse curriculum designed to
educate and protect our students in the event of an abusive situation. This is a very important and
required curriculum and students do not have the option to "opt-out." Please talk to your students
about safe adults they can tell if they feel they have been abused. More resources can be found at
https://fightchildabuse.org/

1st Grade News
Can you believe it is already December? We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving break. In school,
we are continuing to learn about the sun, moon, and stars in both EL and Science. In math, we are
continuing to learn addition, subtraction, and counting with fluency. We are also starting to learn about
place value and time. Our students are getting better at writing every day and we are excited to see
their handwriting develop. Students are also working hard to follow our school-wide expectations and
we are filling up eagles to earn celebrations quickly! Our last whole school celebration was Pajama Day
and was so much fun. We can't wait for our next celebration. Thank you for all of your support and we
hope you have a wonderful December. See you next year!

2nd Grade News
Hey 2nd Grade Eagles! In math, we are completing unit 3 and moving into Unit 4. Unit 4 consists of
data and measuring. We will be creating tools to measure and measuring things in and around our
classroom. We will be measuring using inches, feet, and yards. Challenge your student to find
something around the house and measure it! In reading, we are learning about different types of
fossils and all the things that can be learned from studying fossils. We are also learning how to use
informational texts to locate specific information. Happy December!

3rd Grade News
Hello, 3rd Grade Families, and happy December! Our students are loving our new ELA module- all
about frogs! We are transitioning into our second unit where we will be reading and writing
informational texts about different species of frogs. In Math, we are wrapping up addition and
subtraction, and continuing to expand our knowledge on measurement while introducing fractions. In
science, we are introducing electrical energy and how it is transferred through different circuits and
materials. In social studies, we are learning about why people explore and migrate across regions.
Please be sure to read with your child each night. Also, be sure to check their take-home folder and
agenda daily. Thank you for your continuous support. See you in 2022!

4th Grade News
Happy December! As the holiday season approaches, we are rockin' around our fractions unit in math
as we learn about equivalent fractions, mixed numbers, and much more! You may be able to hear us
ROAR as we continue our animal defense mechanisms in EL. The days may be getting shorter and
colder, but no worries - in science, we are learning to WEATHER any kind of front! Paul Revere
warned the colonists that the British were coming, and now we are learning why we needed our
freedom from Britain. This Thanksgiving, we are grateful for the continued support of our parents and
community - thank you for all that you do! Stay safe and well!

5th Grade News
Hello, 5th-grade families! We have started a brand new unit in ELA, focusing on rainforests and why
scientists study them. By the time we finish this unit, students will be creating their own ebooks about
the rainforest. In science, we are studying mixtures and solutions. In Social Studies, we are moving on
to our study of the Industrial Revolution and how it changed America. In Math, we are multiplying and
dividing multi-digit whole numbers. As we head into the holiday season, we want to thank you all for
your continued support and we wish you all a very Happy Holiday Season!

Special Area News
Library - This month we will be wrapping up our current units. The first graders will take what they
learned and create a nighttime scene inspired by Vincent Van Gogh's The Starry Night. The second
graders will become paleontologists and dig for fossils. The third graders are going to write their
own Pourquoi stories and make trading cards.
Music - There is no happier place than music class in December! We will be playing holiday songs
on handbells, barred instruments and even singing again now that some restrictions have been
lifted. We will even be adding some island sounds to our Holiday songs with our steel drum unit.
PE - Heading into the holiday season, we want to focus on a positive and joyful spirit. We will be
starting our games unit that will consist of Shark & Minnows, Mat ball, Corner ball, and Line ball.
Students will get to work together as a team and as an individual. Our focus will be on having fun
and building comradery. Sportsmanship attitude and behavior are our goals this month!
Computer - Annual Computer Science Education Week is in December. It is a time to advocate for
equity for all students. So, we will use the month of December to engage our next generation in
future opportunities. Our students in 1st -5th grade will develop their creativity, imagination, and
problem-solving skills through coding. We will participate in the Hour of Code, which is a global
event. The websites we will use are Kodable, Tynker, Code.org, and ozobot. A statement best said
by Former President Obama, “Don’t just play on your phone, program it.” Computer Science
belongs to all children.
Art - This month we will focus on creating many holiday-themed paintings. Students will also have
the oppurtunity to make any clay ornament that they want.
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