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Upcoming
EVENTS

Dear Chicora Families,

It is an honor to inform you that I have been appointed Interim Principal here at
Chicora. I am excited to have the opportunity to lead our school and

September 2 - 15
eLearning at home

September 16
Students return to school

community! I can assure you I am committed to caring for our children every
day while providing them with Career and College Ready goals in a worldclass learning environment.

Chicora Elementary is part of Charleston County’s Acceleration Schools. The
vision for our learning community is to empower teachers and school leaders
to close the opportunity gap, equip scholars with the skills needed to thrive

September 23

while prioritizing equity, and sustain success over time. With this framework,
my goal for Chicora is to EXCEL.

5th-grade clubs begin
Please know that my door is always open to you. I welcome your conversation
5th grade virtual Make It and
Take It Family Event

September 24

and positive input throughout this school year so our children can have a
successful school year.
Sincerely,

Spirit Day - Students may
wear jeans with a red or blue
school shirt.

- Monica Smalls, Interim Principal

Reminders
Please stay connected to the things happening at school by checking
your child's take-home folder, looking at the school Facebook page and
school website.

Also this year we have a schoolwide classroom-to-home communication
system - Class Dojo. You can create an account by downloading the app
or through the website https://www.classdojo.com/. Your child's teacher
will provide you with a parent code. If you do not have a parent code, click
"Add child through a teacher" to search for your child's teacher and
request to connect to their class.

Parent Advocate
Happy New School Year! I am looking forward to strengthening the relationships between the school
and the parents. We will be having some open-talk sessions where you can share your ideas on
programs you'd like to see and ways you may be able to participate in classes. Please like us on
facebook as we will be posting some amazing pictures, videos, and important information there.
Please reach out to me at (843) 852-1506 or tamula_dunmeyer@charleston.k12.sc.us with any
questions or concerns.

Guidance
Happy 2021-2022 school year everyone! Ms. MacDonald is
excited for another great year of School Counseling at Chicora.
We will continue our bi-weekly in-class lessons, small group
meetings, and individual sessions as needed. We will continue
to focus on Social/Emotional topics such as emotional
regulation, test-taking, self-esteem, bullying, careers, and
treating others with respect. We are excited for another
wonderful year with our Chicora family. Please reach out to me
at (843) 746-2211 or sarah_macdonald@charleston.k12.sc.us
with any questions or concerns. Welcome back!

Nurse
Please make sure that you have returned the School Nurse
Health Information Sheet (Green Emergency Card). This
provides important and vital information to the nurse so that
she can best serve and care for your child while they are at
school. If you need a new card, please call the school or send a
note with your child requesting a replacement.

1st Grade News
Hello 1st Grade families! We wanted to take a moment to thank you for all of your support in helping
our students transition into 1st Grade at Chicora. Our students are doing such a great job adjusting to
their new classroom and learning new routines. Each day your child will bring home a take-home
folder with completed classwork and anything we may need you to look at and return. Each child also
has a homework notebook that will go home daily. The notebook has a calendar for the month where
the homework is listed for each day. Please check their take-home folder and homework notebook
daily. All of the children have been doing an amazing job following the SOAR expectations and have
been earning many feathers towards their first PBIS celebration! 1st Graders have been working hard
to build a strong classroom community and to learn expectations. All of the 1st Grade teachers are
excited to dive into the curriculum. It’s going to be a great year!

2nd Grade News
Welcome back second-grade Eagles! We are so excited to start a wonderful new school year with
you all. We are starting off the new year building new friendships and a tight-knit classroom
community. Second grade will begin learning about the importance of schools and discovering how
schools around the world are similar and different from one another. In math, we have created our
own number racks which we will continue to use to help us build our number sense and solve addition
and subtraction problems through 20. So far, the second-grade teachers have been very impressed
with our students being responsible and bringing back their iPads each day. Please remember to not
use any charger you may have at home on the iPad as it could damage the battery. In case of a
quarantine situation, chargers will be provided by the school. We are so excited for a great school
year!

3rd Grade News
Hello 3rd Grade Families! We have had a great start to the school year. This month (on September
9th and 10th), third graders will be taking their MAP Reading and Math test. Using our new reading
curriculum, EL, students will be reading about learning challenges that students across the world are
faced with. Using our new math curriculum, Bridges, we will be diving deeper into addition, subtraction,
and place value. In social studies, we will be learning all about geography. Be sure to quiz your child
about the continents and oceans of our world! Lastly, in science, we will be learning all about what our
Earth is made of, the resources we use, and the natural events that take place.

Please make sure to check your child's homework folder and agenda to stay updated on important
information. We ask that your child come to school each day well-rested, with a bookbag and uniform.
Thank you for your support! Go 3rd Grade!

4th Grade News
Welcome to Fourth Grade for the 2021-2022 school year! We’ve only been in school for a couple of
weeks, but we can’t “mask” our excitement for learning! Our desire to grow has only been “multiplied”
since starting our new math curriculum. We are discovering new strategies to solve problems,
including arrays, area models, and ratio tables. We are looking forward to our upcoming EL unit many of us are poets, and we know it! We are all feeling that “Science energy” for light and sound,
and are ready to explore the world in Social Studies. Ms. Page, Ms. Evans, Ms. Taylor, and Ms. Tollison
are ready to brighten your day and light the way for 4th Grade!

5th Grade News
Hello, 5th-grade families! We are so excited to welcome back all of our students for the 2021/2022
school year! This month we will be focusing on the topic of human rights in ELA with a novel and
classroom discussions. In Science, we will be reviewing the scientific method and building vehicles to
test the effects of force and motion. In Social Studies, we are focusing our study on the Civil War and
Reconstruction Era. In Math, we are working on factoring and making visual representations using
partial products to get us prepared for multi-digit multiplication. Parents, please remember to sign up
in Class Dojo so that we can communicate with you and you can track your child's progress!

Make It & Take It Family Event
5th-grade families,

Your family is invited to join the 5th-grade teachers
for a special Make It and Take It family event.
During the event, we will be reading the book Cleo
Edison Oliver Playground Millionaire. Afterward,
stick around for a fun activity. Please be sure to
check for a flyer being sent home as well as a
message on Class Dojo for more details on how to
attend the Zoom event.

We look forward to seeing you on the Zoom on
September 23 at 5:30!

Special Area News
Library - Please take a look at the Chicora library website for great information for parents and
students. Will have begun checking out books and students will be bringing them home to
support the promotion of creating readers. Please make sure that the books are taken care of
and returned back to school the following week. It is best to keep the book in the student's
backpack when they are not reading the book. Any books that are lost or damaged will
generate a fine to the student's account to help with the replacement cost of that book.

Music - In music this month, we will be brushing up on procedures for instruments. We will also
be reviewing all the basics for each grade level like rhythm names and note names for lines and
spaces!

PE - Welcome back! I am excited to have both new and familiar faces back in person! We will
be starting PE with our components of fitness. Students will get to track their initial results and
make a fitness plan for improvement in specific areas of fitnessgram. Out of the whole school,
who do you think will run the most pacer laps, run the fastest mile, do the most push-ups?! I'm
excited to see how much we can motivate one another to do our best.

Computer - Students in 1st and 2nd grade will learn computer parts, how to sign onto the
computer, and typing skills using a program call Dance Mat Typing. In a collaboration with the
classroom teachers, the 3rd-grade students will be researching an assigned country. 4th and
5th grade will be learning Digital Citizenship using Common Sense Media.

Art - Every student in the school collaborated in a giant mural. Everyone was responsible for
creating their own house to make a Chicora City. The mural hangs outside the art room.

ABOUT US

bit.ly/2WtG9Aa
(library website)

3100 Carner Avenue

www.ccsdschools.com/chicora

(843) 746-2210

@ChicoraElementary

