The Nest
CHICORA NEWSLETTER | APRIL 2022
A TITLE 1 SCHOOL

Upcoming
EVENTS
April 1
3rd Quarter Awards Ceremony

April 4 - 8
Book Fair week!

April 7
Kona Ice - $3 Kiddie cup or
$5 Color changing cup
Family Literacy Night at 6:00 with
guest speaker Chris Singleton

April 11-15
Spring Break

April 29
eLearning Day
students will be working from home

Dear Chicora Families,
Our teachers and staff are grateful for the opportunity to share the growth and
celebrations of our students. After analyzing our data from Winter MAP
assessments, our students are making academic progress. If you have further
questions, concerns, or would like additional clarification in regards to your
student's education, please don't hesitate to reach out to your child's
classroom teacher. This time of year, possible retention will be discussed if
warranted and parent/teacher conferences will be scheduled. We will
continue to emphasize the importance of attendance as we know it is a
contributing factor to the success of students. As always, if you have any
questions or concerns regarding your child please don't hesitate to contact the
school.
- Monica Smalls, Interim Principal

Chris Singleton
Chris Singleton is a former minor league baseball player drafted by the Chicago Cubs. He became a
nationally-renowned speaker with a message of resilience, forgiveness and unity following the loss of
his mother in the 2015 Mother Emanuel Church Tragedy in Charleston, SC. One of his children's
books, Different – A Story About Loving Your Neighbor, was a best seller in its category and has been
featured by numerous outlets, including The Obama Foundation. Chris' overall mission when speaking
is to inspire his audiences with his story of resilience and to unite millions of people with his belief that,
"Love is Stronger Than Hate."

Reminders
April 4 - 8
Our Spring book fair will be happening this week. Students will be able to attend the
book fair during their Special Area time. Families will be able to shop at the book fair
during our Family Literacy Night on April 7. More information about the book fair can be
found on the school's website.

April 7
Kona Ice will be visiting the school. A regular Ice is $3 and a color changing cup is $5.

Nurse
Spring is upon us and with the warmer weather and sunshine, also comes pollen and seasonal
allergies. Seasonal allergies differ somewhat from cold symptoms although some symptoms are
similar. Cough and sore throat is common, salt water gargles help as well as drinking plenty of water.
Stuffy noses are common in both, but typically nose drainage in Seasonal Allergies is more clear than
with a Cold. If green nasal drainage is noted, this should be checked by your medical professional as
this may signal an infection. Washing hands is important and again! drinking plenty of fluids assist in
keeping congestion at bay. Rashes may sometimes occur with Seasonal Allergies, and if a child is
Asthmatic, seasonal allergies may trigger those symptoms. If your child has Asthma, please make sure
to that there is an Inhaler prescribed by your provider on hand in the Nurses Office. Have a great
Spring!

Parent Advocate
Spring is my favorite time of the year! We are getting ready for our Literacy Night with Chris
Singleton on April 7th. Cops & Pops family project for the 5th grade boys continue in April (more info
to come). Would you like to be more involved with your children's school? Let's talk about it. I have
an open door policy and welcome any suggestions of programming and the types parental
involvement opportunities you want to see at Chicora. Let's get together and talk!

Guidance
Happy April! We are excited to learn test taking strategies, as well as ways to manage our test anxiety
for Spring MAP assessments and SC Ready! In-class guidance will focus on testing strategies this
month so our students can shine on standardized testing!

1st Grade News
Hello families, In first grade we are gearing up for the Spring MAP assessments which will happen at the
end of April. We are working hard to learn all of our math and literacy standards so we are prepared. We
would appreciate your support at home with preparing your child for MAP testing by helping your child
with their daily homework and by reading to them every night. We are also looking forward to warmer
weather! Please make sure your child is wearing appropriate footwear for playing safely at recess. Lastly,
if your child is sick please keep him/her at home. Thank you!

2nd Grade News
Hello Second Grade families! We have successfully made it to the 4th quarter. We are preparing for our
spring MAP tests and iReady diagnostic assessment and reviewing our individual goals with your
students. We are excited for them to put all of their knowledge to the test and see how much more
growth they have made in second grade. Please make sure your student gets a good nights sleep before
these assessments so that they may put their best effort into these assessments. In math, we completed
our unit on Geometry. We learned more about 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional shapes. We partitioned
shapes into equal parts and wrote fractions to go along with those partitioned shapes. We created mini
quilts with tessellated patterns and discussed lines of symmetry with our patterned quilt square. We are
moving into our next unit which will involve metric measurement, fractions, as well as addition and
subtraction with three-digit numbers. We are excited to learn the rest of the material to prepare us for
third grade math! In reading, we are continuing to learn all about pollination and researching different
pollinators. In our final unit we will create and present a poster that describes how a pollinator pollinates a
plant complete with scientific drawings. We can't wait to explain how we get the flowers, fruits, and
vegetables we enjoy!

3rd Grade News
Hello Chicora Family! We have made it to the 4th quarter! 3rd grade is preparing to take the spring
MAP test and SC Ready math and reading tests in May. To prepare at home, please be sure your
child is completing their nightly homework and reading each night to build their reading stamina and
comprehension. In April, we will continue to focus on the relationship between multiplication and
division, as well as strategies to solve. We will also be reviewing 3rd grade skills and strategies to
prepare for testing in May. In reading, we will be ending Module 3 by revising and writing a scene from
Peter Pan. We will be beginning Module 4 after Spring Break. This module focuses on "Water Around
the World." We will be reading informational books that discuss the demand for water and how
people around the world are able to access it, as well as overall water pollution. 3rd graders will also
be learning essential reading testing strategies and skills. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD IS
READING EVERY NIGHT! You may contact your child's teacher if you have any concerns or questions
in regards to testing in May. As always, thank you for your continuous support. We look forward to an
amazing 4th quarter and preparing our students for 4th grade!

4th Grade News
Hello Families, In fourth grade we are continuing to learn about the Revolutionary War in reading to
prepare us for our performance task. This module's task is a discussion based on the Patriot vs.
Loyalist perspective. Students are working hard to gather their evidence for their arguments. n
science we are going to be continuing to solidify our knowledge on what it means to classify plants
and animals. We will be diving deeper into flowering and nonflowering plants, and vertebrate and
invertebrate animals. We will then be moving into the life cycles of both plants and animals. This is our
last unit in fourth grade science!
In math we will be learning about area and perimeter and continuing to work on multiplication and
division. In Number Corner we are competing in The Great Fraction Race. Students are competing
against their teacher to see who can make 6 wholes first! Through this daily competition students are
learning how to add fractions with unlike denominators, and how to convert an improper fraction into
a mixed number! We are also working with the Function Machine every day. We are working with
input and output numbers and being able to recognize patterns and create algebraic equations that
show our understanding for the function!
In our skill block time we are focused on TDA! Students are working hard to master text dependent
analysis steps and strategies. They will be finishing up their informational TDA in the next two weeks
and typing their final drafts.

5th Grade News
Hello families! This month we will be continuing in our EL unit studying about Jackie Robinson and
how he broke the color barrier in baseball! We are also working on summarizing and identifying verb
tenses. In science, we are starting a new unit on ecosystems and will be learning all about habitats and
adaptations. In math, we will be practicing multi-digit division and working with decimals. In social
studies, we will be learning all about the Cold War. Please remember to check your child's agenda
nightly for any communication sent home and to make sure they are completing their nightly
homework. Spring is finally upon us, and we hope you all have a wonderful spring break!

Special Area News
Library - The kids asked so much when we were going to have another book fair so... the book fair
is back by popular demand. Parents, this time you can join the fun if you attend our Literacy Night
on Thursday, April 7th at 6:00. That night we will also have a special guest speaker Chris Singleton
who wrote the book Your Life Matters.
Music - In music this month, we are mastering the bucket drums, which we won funding for in a
Boesch Grant earlier in the year. We are also preparing for an end of the year performance in May
that will include steel drum pieces and Chorus songs. Stay Tuned!
PE - Students just finished our hockey. and basketball unit. We are now moving into movement
activities! specifically cardio aerobics. Students will be learning a variety of cardio exercises from
Step aerobics, to yoga, to circuits, and dance! These lessons will be sure to get their heart rates
going! We are hoping to have a guest instructor come teach a hip/hop dance class!
Computer - 1st grade continues to grow their knowledge about computers and the programs as
well as working on logging in without a cue card. They will also produce simple sentences using
word software. 2nd grade will finalize their animal powerpoint projects. 3rd grade practice typing
skills utilizing Google Docs. 4th grade will review science terms using a website that aligns with
classroom science standards. 5th grade will work on the website Mission US which focuses on
social studies information and standards.
Art - This month we are celebrating all this warm and colorful by focusing on changing seasons and
the wonders of the animal kingdom.
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