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Ladson Elementary School students were

treated to a High Five Rally by the Charleston

County Sheriff ’s Department. Deputies

welcomed students as they arrived at school

with high fives, handshakes and fist bumps.

LADSON
STUDENTS

ENJOY
HIGH FIVE

RALLY 

Lowcountry Live surprises Springfield’s Megan Williams 
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Let’s welcome The CHAMP Awards to Charleston County Schools! Nominate based on

character, community service, and academic effort. Your “Unsung Hero” should be an

8th or 12th grade student who has overcome odds to achieve wonderful things in

his/her home, school, church, or community. The winners will be honored at a CHAMP

Awards Program this spring. US Senator Tim Scott will be the guest speaker.

Nominations are now being accepted. To nominate, visit your school counselor or
www.coachesforcharacter.com/champ-awards.

Registration

https:/bit.ly/FACEEXPO

Family and Community Engagement (FACE)

Saturday, February 5, 2022

9:00 am - 2:30 pm
*Check-in from 8:00 am - 9:00 pm

Cooper River Center for
Advanced Studies

1088 E. Montague Ave
North Charleston, SC 29405

*Check-in location

North Charleston
High School

1087 E. Montague Ave
North Charleston, SC 29405

• FREE Conference style Expo for parents featuring keynote speaker Ako Kambon

• Information booths with family resources by district and community partners

• Light breakfast, boxed lunch, and childcare provided

Join CCSD at our “Engaging Every FACE” Expo

Hosted by
Department of Alternative Programs, Early Childhood Exceptional Children, ESOL, Family and Community

Engagement, Interpretation and Translation, Strategy and Communications, and Title I
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Street, Charleston, SC 29401  |  Phone: (843) 937-6300  |  communications@charleston.k12.sc.us

District students place in Governor’s School Junior Artist Piano Competition
The South Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts and Humanities held the 8th Annual Junior Artist Piano Competition (JAPC), sponsored by the Bichel Foundation, on October 30, 2021 with 23 students
from across the state competing for cash prizes. 
Vanessa Nguyen, a student at Charleston County School of the Arts, was award second prize of $1,000. She is a student of Irina Pevzner. Honorable mention awards were
also given to Harry Ding, an Academic Magnet High School student.
“Charleston County School of the Arts is thrilled to celebrate Vanessa's achievement and honor,” said Principal Dr. Shannon Cook. “She is an outstanding pianist and
student, and we applaud her accomplishment!”
“As the official timekeeper for the competition, I had the distinct pleasure of hearing each of the outstanding performances throughout the day and the talent level was

extraordinarily high,” said Dr. Stephen Taylor, Governor’s School faculty member and coordinator of JAPC. “Piano artistry is certainly alive and flourishing in South Carolina.”
The Junior Artist Piano Competition began in 2012 as a way for the Governor's School and the Bichel
Foundation to feature and support aspiring professional pianists throughout South Carolina. Participants
in grades 8-10 perform a memorized program of works for up to twenty minutes, and then receive written
comments and feedback from an esteemed panel of judges. This year's panel included world-renowned
professional pianists and educators Dr. Rosalyn Floyd, Dr. Liza Stepanova and Dr. Gregory Thompson.
The 9th Annual SCGSAH Junior Artist Piano Competition will be held on October 29, 2022. Students
can apply to participate at SCGSAH.org/JAPC
The Governor’s School offers pre-professional piano training through summer programs and the tuition-
free, residential high school. Students receive individual lessons, attend master classes with guest artists
and work in teams to learn and perform master works from piano ensemble literature. They also gain experience performing solo and in
ensembles for multiple recitals and special events throughout the year. 
The Governor's School is currently accepting applications for the 2022-2023 residential high school and summer programs. Any student
who is a resident of South Carolina and in 6th-11th grade is eligible to apply to the various programs. For more information, visit
SCGSAH.org.

Donald R. Kennedy, Sr., Interim Superintendent of Schools
Erica Taylor, Chief of Staff
Sully Witte, Communications Officer
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U.S. Senator part of celebration to highlight 

Vision To Learn Charleston

Charleston County School District (CCSD) Board of Trustees
and staff members joined U.S. Senator Tim Scott, City
Charleston Mayor John Tecklenburg, and Vision To Learn
Founder Austin Beutner at a celebration where 57 students at
Stono Park Elementary School received new eyeglasses this
morning. Stono Park is one of many schools in the district that
are receiving or will receive school-based vision services through
a collaboration between Vision To Learn, CCSD, and MUSC
Health.

An estimated 10,000 children in Charleston County schools go
to school every day without the glasses they need to see the board,
read a book, or participate in class. Through this program, every
student in CCSD will be provided a vision screening, eye exam,
and – if needed - a pair of prescription glasses, free of charge, by
Vision To Learn.

“At a time when our country is struggling to figure out what a
just and equitable future should look like, this effort provides a
good start,” said Austin Beutner, Founder and Chairman of
Vision To Learn said. “Our mission is to make sure every child
has the glasses they need to succeed in school and in life.”

Vision To Learn is a nonprofit organization with a mission to
help kids in underserved communities get the glasses they need
to see clearly at school. The program provides access to care to
students on school campuses using a mobile vision clinic – an
optometric office on wheels – staffed with licensed eye health
professionals. 

About one in four children, whether from a family with means
or a family struggling to get by, will naturally need glasses.
Children who need glasses and don’t have them are more likely
to be misdiagnosed with behavioral issues in kindergarten, be
considered “slow” learners by 5th grade, and to drop out of high
school.  Unfortunately, in low-income urban and rural
communities, most children who need glasses don’t have them
due to financial constraints, language barriers, unresponsive
health bureaucracies or the simple fact there are no eye care
professionals in their neighborhood. This program solves the
problem by bringing the glasses to the kids where they are almost
every day—their local neighborhood school. 

Here’s how it works. Vision To Learn visits schools, where their
staff teams up with classroom educators, school nurses and public
health departments to make sure every child receives a vision
screening. For children who don’t pass the screening, Vision To
Learn vans, staffed with trained eye care professionals, visit
schools to provide eye exams and glasses. All free of charge to the
child and their family. Since launching in Charleston County
School District this fall, Vision To Learn has provided over 800
eye exams and 670 glasses to students in nine schools. 

Since launching in CCSD this fall, Vision To Learn has provided
810 eye exams and 670 glasses to students in nine schools. 

Founded in 2012, Vision To Learn has screened over 1.2 million
children, and provided over 320,000 eye exams and 257,000

glasses nationwide to students in 14 states and the District of
Columbia. 

Senator Scott helped students try on their glasses for the first
time, to the applause of other students and school staff.

“I’ve often said education is the closest thing to magic,” said
Senator Scott. “I can’t think of anything simpler than ensuring
that kids are able to see what they are learning so the magic can
happen. This remarkable program provides students with this
critical tool for success and I’m proud to support it.”

“This is such an exciting day for these kids who, thanks to Vision
To Learn, will be able to better understand their lessons and fully
engage in the classroom,” added Mayor Tecklenburg. “Every
student deserves the opportunity to succeed, and that begins with
seeing clearly at school.”

This program is supported by Charleston County School
District, which will ensure the service is communicated well and
understood by families, offered first to schools with the greatest
need, and closely integrated with the wealth of health and
wellness services provided to students by CCSD. 

“We are thrilled that Vision To Learn has partnered with our
district at this time when school-based vision services are so
desperately needed,” said Don Kennedy, Interim Superintendent
of Schools. “The COVID pandemic has made it even tougher
for students to access the regular eye check-ups they need, leaving
many of our students with uncorrected vision issues. This
program is a perfect fit to fill the gap.”

Vision To Learn’s program will help students in affiliation with
MUSC Health, which provided capital funding for the mobile
vision clinic, and offers additional choices to families for
continuity of care, including specialized optometric and
ophthalmologic care for students in need of more complex care
following the initial “glasses” exam. As many as 20% of students
who receive eye exams by Vision To Learn are likely to be referred
for follow-up care to local community providers.

“The idea is to reach out to children who otherwise most likely
would not receive any eye care to provide them with a screening
examination and a pair of glasses free of charge to enhance their
ability to learn,’” said Dr. Andrew Eiseman, Professor and Chair
of the Storm Eye Institute. “MUSC, including our senior
leadership, our children’s hospital, and the Storm Eye Institute
all 100% agree with that philosophy.”

School-based vision care has never been more important. The
pandemic widened preexisting opportunity and achievement
gaps, hitting historically disadvantaged students hardest.
Providing school-based vision services can help students to
recover lost learning time and succeed as they return to in-person
instruction. A groundbreaking study recently published in The
Journal for the American Medical Association Ophthalmology
by researchers from the Center for Research and Reform in
Education and the Wilmer Eye Institute at Johns Hopkins

University shows the impact of providing glasses to children at
schools. The researchers conducted the largest and most rigorous
study in the U.S. to measure the impact of providing eyeglasses
to students directly in their schools. Thousands of children from
more than 100 schools in Baltimore participated in the study.
The children who received glasses did better in school and the
impacts were greater than more costly measures such as
lengthening the school day, providing computers, or creating
charter schools. The children who showed the biggest gains, the
equivalent of an additional four to six months of learning, are
those who are often the hardest to help—students in the bottom
quarter of their class academically and students with learning
differences and disabilities.

JHU study senior author Dr. Megan Collins, pediatric
ophthalmologist from the Wilmer Eye Institute said, “The
Hopkins research study demonstrates how school-based vision
care improves vision and learning for students in need. School-
based vision care is a simple, yet effective way to help children
see more clearly and achieve more academically.” 

Stono Park Elementary School is among the schools visited by
this program in fall 2021. 304 students received vision screenings
at the school, 74 were provided with eye exams, and 57 students
were provided with glasses.

“Stono Park is honored to partner with the Vision To Learn
program,” said Stono Park Principal Kimberly Richards. “Eye
care is a crucial part of taking care of the whole child, so in turn,
they can be successful academically. This gift of vision screenings
and eye exams helps our scholars to understand the importance
of checking on your eye health regularly. The mobile vision unit,
providing access while at school, and no cost of prescription
glasses is a joy and gift to families!”

Vision To Learn’s program in Charleston is a one-year pilot
authorized by the South Carolina legislature. To continue service,
the program is seeking a legal change allowing nonprofit mobile
vision clinics to visit Title I school sites and help underserved
children in the Charleston region. By acting in this year’s session,
the legislature would make possible an effort which will help
children in schools in CCSD and nearby communities for years
to come. 

This program is made possible thanks to the support of a long
list of generous funders, led by local philanthropist Henry
Blackford, including Medical University of SC (MUSC Health),
MUSC Children’s Health, MUSC Health Storm Eye Institute,
The Duke Endowment, Essilor Vision Foundation, Motley Rice,
LLC, Roper Saint Francis Physicians Endowment, Ingevity, First
Citizens Bank, SC Physicians Care Charity, Walmart, Charleston
County, Amanda’s Fund, Volvo US Car Operations Community
Fund, TRUIST, The Ceres Foundation, Carolina Panthers,
Henry & Sylvia Yaschik Foundation, Elizabeth Anderson
Endowment for Children, and a number of family funds and
individuals.

School-based vision health initiative will provide K-12 students throughout CCSD 
with free vision screenings, eye exams, and prescription glasses

Vanessa Nguyen




