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James Island Charter High School dominated the South Carolina High School League AAAA girls’ cross
country state meet, repeating at state champions with a 61-point victory over second-place Greenville in
Columbia on November 11, 2021. James Island now has three team state titles in girls’ cross country (2012,
2020, and 2021).

Six Trojans finished in the top-15 of the race, including sophomore Hannah Vroon, who defended her
individual state title with a time of 18:15 (10 seconds better than her winning time last year). Avery Belk
(fourth), Alice Taylor (ninth), Kirra Borg (11th), M.K. Huddleston (14th), and Chole Gilbert (15th) all
finished in the top-15 to earn all-state honors as well.
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Lucy Beckham High School is only in its second year of operation,
but the Bengals are already building a tradition of success with their
girls’ tennis program. LBHS captured its second straight South
Carolina High School League AAAA team title with a 4-2 victory
over A.C. Flora at the Cayce Tennis Center in Columbia on
November 6, 2021.

Lucy Beckham picked up wins in singles play from Piper Charney,
Perrin Rogers, Ava Dawson, and Lila Small.

The following players and coaches are part of the Bengals’ 2021
playoff roster:

Piper Charney
Perrin Rogers
Ava Dawson 
Annie Wilbourne
Lila Small
Roxy Ciesar

Kayla Fergus
Grayson Rowley
Mackie Black
Blythe Myer
Kate Daniel
Ellie Gitter

Ashley Smith 
Grace Lindemuth
Kathleen Hook
Mia Liebenow
Addy Branham

R O S T E R :
Terri Admore
Avery Belk
Kirra Borg
Anna Sofia Crews
Chloe Gilbert

M.K. Huddleston
Alex LaRue
Alice Taylor
Hannah Vroon
Head Coach:
Dave Lee

Assistant Coaches:
Joe Eshelman, Chris Bolus,
Ed Carson, Kelly Kimball,
Carson Stewart, and 
Keith Bartleson

Wando runner captures school’s first-
ever individual cross country state title

Jake Liebert made history for Wando High School on November 12, 2021, in Columbia. The sophomore won
the South Carolina High School League AAAAA boys’ cross country title and became the first student-athlete
in school history (boys or girls) to win the individual state championship in this sport. 

Liebert crossed the finish line with a time of 15:42. His finish helped the Warriors take sixth place as a team in
the AAAAA state meet.

Liebert’s performance is a massive improvement from last year when he finished 18th overall in this race.

He also won the Region 7-AAAAA title and AAAAA state qualifier this season.

LUCY BECKHAM REPEATS AS GIRLS’ TENNIS STATE CHAMPION

Charleston County School District (CCSD) will open its School Choice
application process for the 2022-2023 school year on January 25, 2022,
at 12:00 p.m. The window will close on February 25, 2022, at 6:00 p.m.
Each school-aged child in Charleston County is assigned to a
neighborhood school based on grade level and home address. In addition
to neighborhood schools, CCSD offers specialized programs, magnets,
and charter schools to which students can apply.

During these unprecedented times, CCSD has made appropriate
adjustments in all of our school experiences. Accordingly, the school choice
process will also include adjustments to ensure the safety of all our families
and colleagues. A Virtual Choice Fair will be held so that families can learn
more about what School Choice means for you and your child. Please
check the website for ongoing updates and video tours of all choice
programs included in the application process.

The School Choice Virtual Fair will be held Saturday, January 29, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00
p.m., online via Zoom with each CCSD magnet/charter school or program. Each school will host
three virtual sessions during this time frame. Pre-registration is required, and information to register
for your selected schools will be available on the School Choice website.

Each school or program will have representatives to provide information about the school’s unique
programming and to answer parent questions.

The School Choice Office will also offer three sessions to answer general questions about School
Choice and the application process. Translation services will be provided in the general school choice
sessions and during individual application assistance events.

For more information, please visit CCSD’s School Choice website (with resources available in English
and Spanish) at www.ccsdschools.com/schoolchoice where video tours, frequently asked questions,
and the online application have been made available for parents to engage in the process using digital
resources. Parents requiring additional information can call the School Choice office at 843-937-6582
or contact the team via email at school_choice@charleston.k12.sc.us. Paper applications will be made
available upon request.

APPLICATION WINDOW OPENS
JANUARY 25, 2022

JANUARY 25, 2022
Application opens

JANUARY 29, 2022
Virtual Choice Fair

FEBRUARY 3 - 17, 2022
Application assistance events*

FEBRUARY 25, 2022
Application closes

APRIL 1, 2022
Acceptance notification 
to families

APRIL 20, 2022
Deadline to accept the 
placement offer

*Scheduled dates will be posted on the School Choice website



Our 6th Annual “Donuts With Dads” event was held on Thursday, November
18th. Fathers, father-figures, mothers, grandparents, family members, and
mentors were invited to join us in the cafeteria from 8:30-10am and enjoy
donuts and drinks. The morning’s program included a performance by the
Zucker Band under the direction of Dr. Yeager (see photo below). The
Lowcountry Food Bank gave away bags of food. The North Charleston Fire
Department brought a fire truck for students and families to tour and a
medevac helicopter was there briefly before flying off to an emergency. The
event was organized by Dwayne Crankfield, Zucker’s Parent Advocate. 

Students enjoy

DonutsWith Dads
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Students and staff at Septima P. Clark Academy enjoyed its inaugural Clark Academy Success Day on Wednesday, November 10, 2021. The day was filled with uplifting and motivational speeches
from nationally renowned speakers, Tony L. Owens and Reginald B. Beaty of The Foundation for Educational Success, about the importance of education and success, as well as professional development
for teachers. Clark looks to continue the tradition of celebrating and inspiring success on Clark Academy Success Day for years to come.

CLARK ACADEMY SUCCESS DAY 

Academic Magnet High School is proud to celebrate senior Anna Clifford, a classical
guitarist and aspiring doctor, who qualified to participate in the National Association for
Music Education’s (NAfME) All-National Honor Ensembles this January 2022. The All-
National Honor Ensembles are invitation-only opportunities for exceptionally talented
youth to train and play under the tutelage of prominent world-renowned musicians. 

Three of Academic Magnet’s students made the South Carolina All-State Ensemble last
year; however, Clifford was the only South Carolinian to earn a spot at the national level
two consecutive years in a row! 

This year’s performance, like last year’s, will be virtual. Clifford and her peers will
participate in practices on Zoom rather than attending live practices in San Diego,
California. Then, participating individuals will record their parts and compile those
recordings thanks to generous funding from the Augustine Foundation.

Anna is a talented young guitarist who continuously works really hard to perfect her craft,”
said music teacher Ian Grimshaw. “I am so proud of her accomplishments!”

The holiday season is already underway at Lambs Elementary School, as every student (nearly 400)
there received a free bike on the morning of Monday, November 15, 2021. The opportunity was
made possible by former CCSD teacher Katie Blomquist, her non-profit Going Places, local
businesses, and volunteers from the community.

Students, staff, and parents gathered outside in anticipation as the army of volunteers lifted two
giant tarps to reveal hundreds of bicycles with the name “The Adventure” on them.

Blomquist and Going Places have now arranged for new bikes to be donated to every student at

seven schools: Pepperhill Elementary (2017), Mount Zion Elementary (2018), Sanders-Clyde
Elementary (2019), Edith L. Frierson Elementary (2019), Stono Park Elementary (2020), Jane
Edwards Elementary (2020), and Lambs Elementary (2021). Several more schools have received
bikes through mini reveals as well.

Charleston County School District continues to appreciate (and be amazed at) the dedication,
passion, commitment, and generosity of Ms. Blomquist and Going Places, as well as the local
businesses and volunteers who contribute to this cause that unifies and lifts the community

Lambs Elementary bike reveal

AMHS Senior 
Anna Clifford to
Perform Classical 

Guitar at the 
All-National 

Honor Ensembles 
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Since 2018, Laing Middle School has partnered with the Medical
University of South Carolina (MUSC) through the Go Baby Go
Project. The program provides modified ride-on toy vehicles for
young children with mobility disabilities so they can move around
independently.
Dr. Mel Goodwin, the STEM coach at Laing, oversees the project
at the school. Students assemble the toy vehicles to meet the needs
of specific patients based on input from the Department of
Rehabilitation Sciences and then donates them to the patients at
MUSC to use while in the hospital and once at home once they
have been discharged. 
“Our STEM program enables our staff and students to see a
situation that could be improved and help bridge the gap between
current reality and future possibility,” said Principal Jay Whitehair.
“I learned about the project at a national conference and thought
this would be a natural thing for Laing to participate,” said
Goodwin. “Independent mobility is so important to the
development of young children that we now regard it as a basic
human right.”
The first recipient was born with no legs and just one arm. To use
the ride-on vehicle, he needed a joystick. The students designed a
joystick to replace the standard foot pedal which worked perfectly

for the young child.
Since then, more than 120 Laing students have participated in the
project, completing several dozen cars. 
“We want to extend our reach throughout South Carolina,” said
Goodwin. “To do that we have to increase our budget and expand
our operations.”
Two students set out on a lofty fundraising mission at the start of
the school year. Megan Hall and Lia Lieberman, both residents of
Hamlin Plantation, went door to door with their pitch about the
project and have secured $1,000.
“I think this is a great story of kids wanting to help others, and
taking personal initiative to make it happen,” said Goodwin.
“I am so proud that Megan and Lia have taken upon themselves to
raise money,” added Whitehair. “Most importantly, they are trying
to bring a sense of happiness to kids that otherwise might not have
that opportunity. Megan and Lia are prime examples of why so
many of us have chosen a career in education. My hope is they will
provide inspiration to everyone reading this article that we as a
community can come together to support a common good.”
Goodwin explained that $5,000 will enable them to modify 24 cars
in their effort to end adaptive play barriers. He hopes that the
annual spring fundraiser, financial resources from MUSC, and
community donations will help the team reach that goal.
“The real payoff is when you get to see the children use the vehicles
and their expressions,” said Goodwin.
Hall, who is a seventh-grader said she learned about the project
after seeing an assembled car in the Fab Lab (STEM classroom) at
school. She was intrigued and decided to join. 
Hall and Lieberman spend their lunch period and recess in the lab
with Goodwin modifying the cars as orders come in.
“My next-door neighbor has special needs and I know how hard
things can be for her and these kids, so I wanted to do something
to give back,” said Hall. “It is exciting to see how happy these
children are to receive these cars.”
Hall said it takes about a week to complete a car. Each child’s
mobility issue is different so the cars are custom modified to feature

either a remote control, joystick, push-button, or foot pedal.
“This is a humble little program that would not be possible without
our fundraising efforts and donations,” said Lieberman. “We felt
so proud that we were able to raise some money thanks to the
Hamlin community.”
Goodwin described Go Baby Go as a learning opportunity that has
a purpose.
“Certain activities might be considered tedious when it is just for
school and the sake of a good grade,” Goodwin explained. “When
it is a chance to do something for someone else that is meaningful
and has an impact on the lives of others, that’s a game-changer.”

Veterans Day 
at CCSD schools

Baptist Hill Carolina Park Hunley Park

James B. Edwards Ladson

Lambs Laurel Hill Pepperhill

Wando

STUDENTS AT LAING EXPAND GO BABY GO 
PROJECT WITH COMMUNITY DONATIONS
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Students at Malcom C. Hursey Montessori School were treated to a
dance performance November 19, 2021 as a reward for surpassing a
school-wide fundraising goal.

Students raised almost $17,000 towards the 2021 Fun Run. The
school-wide goal was $10,000.

Local performers Kyle “K’Otic” Johnson and Lamar “Aero” Hunter
treated students and staff to a combination of break dancing, stunts,
and acting. The big finale included K’Otic jumping over a row of
seated students and a teacher. 

The high energy dance duo have performed for 15 years and have
credits that include MTV’S Sweet 16, Made, American Ninja
Warrior, and local commercials.

Hursey students treated
to stunning performance

for fundraising efforts

The CD and CD blend classes at Jennie Moore
celebrated the 50th day of school. The teachers and
students dressed in clothing that was popular in the 50’s.
They did 50 exercises, counted out 50 snacks, danced
to the music of the 50’s, created structures using 50  
blocks, and enjoyed ice cream sundaes. 

JENNIE MOORE’S

50TH DAY OF
SCHOOL

The U.S. News & World Report released their first set of rankings
for elementary and middle schools recently (similar to their annual
high school rankings), and multiple schools in Charleston County
School District (CCSD) appeared near the top of the state. That
includes Buist Academy, which is the number-one middle school

magnet program in South Carolina. Buist is second in both the
magnet elementary school and overall middle school rankings and
fifth on the list for overall elementary schools. Of the 80,000 public
elementary and middle schools U.S. News evaluated, just over
1,000 earned both awards.
“I want to congratulate the entire Buist Academy community for
this accomplishment,” said Buist’s principal, Shawntay White. “I
appreciate the extraordinary commitment and dedication of our
faculty, staff, students, and parents to maintain a positive and
productive learning environment. Children are the heart of our
work, and we will continue to foster hope and encourage academic
excellence. It is an honor to share this recognition with so many
phenomenal CCSD schools.”
The following CCSD schools are also in the top-25 of the state for
magnet middle schools: Charleston County School of the Arts
(second), Laing (fourth), and Haut Gap (eighth).
Four CCSD schools, Charleston County School of the Arts
(fourth), Moultrie (sixth), and Thomas C. Cario (14th), and Laing

(19th) join Buist on the overall middle school top-25 for South
Carolina.
Ashley River Creative Arts (13th) joins Buist in the top-25 for
elementary schools.
Following Buist on the magnet elementary school list is Ashley
River (fourth), Jennie Moore Elementary (seventh), St. Andrew’s
School of Math and Science (11th), and Sullivan’s Island (17th).
For each state, schools were assessed on their pupils’ proficiencies
in mathematics and reading, as measured by state assessment tests.
Half of the ranking formula was the results themselves; the other
half was the results in the context of socioeconomic demographics.
The top-ranked schools are considered high-achieving ones if they
succeeded in educating all of their students. All data for the rankings
are from third-party sources, including the U.S. Department of
Education.
U.S. News has published an in-depth methodology article that
provides more information about how the rankings were calculated.

U.S. News & World Report ranks several 
CCSD schools near the top of South Carolina

The students of C.E. Williams Middle School – North Campus, are keeping warm this fall thanks to the
school’s business sponsor, Rick Hendrick BMW and MINI of Charleston. Every sixth grade Wolverine
received a sweatshirt with the school name and logo. 

Principal Maite Porter recognized a need for every student to have uniform appropriate outerwear. She
reached out to Rick Hendrick and they generously responded.

“The reaction from students was overwhelmingly positive and some even became emotional,” said Porter.

“One of our scholars told her teacher that this was the first new piece of clothing that she had ever received.”

The generosity hasn’t stopped there. On November 10, 2021, Rick Hendrick employees dropped off 60
full Thanksgiving meals for families at C.E. Williams.

“We were blown away by this offer to bring joy to our students during the Thanksgiving holidays,” said
Porter. “We want to thank Rick Hendrick so much for always thinking of us and treating us so well at
C.E. Williams North.” 

Rick Hendrick donates sweatshirts and 
Thanksgiving meals to C.E. Williams North students

Gerrita Postlewait, Superintendent of Schools
Erica Taylor, Chief of Staff
Sully Witte, Communications Officer
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