English 4 Honors - 2022/2023 Novel Assignment (Summer Reading) - Wando High School
Required Reading: All students enrolled in English 4 H will choose ONE novel to read over the summer and
complete Part I of the assignment prior to the first day of class (whether enrolled for the Fall or Spring semester).
Part II of the novel assignment will be completed in class the first week of the semester.

NOVEL ASSIGNMENT (MAJOR GRADE):
Part I: Choose and read one of the novels listed below. Find three current news/non-fiction articles (published within
five years) that thematically connect with subjects/ motifs/ main ideas found in the novel. Please print and have
these annotated (minimum of 5 per article) for the first day of class. An MLA citation for each article and for the
chosen classic novel should be on a separate document and brought to class.
Part II: During the first week of school, students will write a structured literary analysis essay connecting the three
articles to the novel they chose to read as well as discuss how their novel is still relevant today. Students will need to
cite in-text correctly and have a works cited at the end of the essay.

NOVEL CHOICES (select one):
Atonement by Ian McEwan. On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses the
flirtation between her older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a servant. But Briony’s
incomplete grasp of adult motives and her precocious imagination bring about a crime that will change
all their lives, a crime whose repercussions Atonement follows through the chaos and carnage of World
War II and into the close of the twentieth century.
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson. Idealistic young scientist Henry
Jekyll struggles to unlock the secrets of the soul. Testing chemicals in his lab, he drinks a mixture he
hopes will isolate - and eliminate - human evil. Instead it unleashes the dark forces within him,
transforming him into the hideous and murderous Mr. Hyde.
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens. Humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the dirty work of the
forge but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman — and one day, under sudden and enigmatic
circumstances, he finds himself in possession of "great expectations." This is a gripping tale of crime
and guilt, revenge and reward, and compelling characters
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte. Although Heathcliff and Cathy have loved each other since they
were children, wealth and class keep them apart. When Heathcliff finally attains wealth, it may be too
late to save his Cathy.

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott. The novel follows the lives of four sisters—Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy
March—in New England during the Civil War. The novel details their passage from childhood to
womanhood.
His Majesty’s Dragon by Naomi Novik. Aerial combat brings a thrilling new dimension to the Napoleonic
Wars as valiant warriors ride mighty fighting dragons. When HMS Reliant captures a French frigate
and seizes the precious cargo, an unhatched dragon egg, fate sweeps Captain Will Laurence from his
seafaring life into an uncertain future – and an unexpected kinship with a most extraordinary creature.
Thrust into the rarified world of the Aerial Corps as master of the dragon Temeraire, he will face a
crash course in the daring tactics of airborne battle.
DUE: First day of Semester to Teacher’s Classroom Webpage (Canvas) or Hardcopy

