Wando High School
English 1 - Honors

2022 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT
This year the Honors English 1 Summer Reading Assignment is twofold and aims to both
encourage the enjoyment of reading and enable the analysis of literature by focusing on
themes, figurative language, and characterization in order to prepare students for our first
unit of study on memoirs.
Students will be required to choose one book from the chart (see descriptions below) and
complete a Dialectical Journal for your book choice. (directions below, template linked).
Students will be required to upload their dialectical journal on the plagiarism detection
website Turnitin.com once they arrive on campus. Please make sure that you are turning in
your own work, meaning that you are not using content from the internet or from the work
of other students. More information on Turnitin.com is linked here.

Click on the book illustration for further information.
Award Winning Memoirs

AP Literature Exam Favorites

Award Winning YA Reads

Award Winning Dystopian Fiction

● https://thevillagebookseller.com/
● https://www.ccpl.org/branches/wando-mount-pleasant

THE DIALECTICAL JOURNAL
Use this template to complete the assignment for your book choice.

You cannot edit the original Google Doc. You will need to make your own
copy of the template by going to (file>make a copy).
EXPLANATION AND INSTRUCTIONS:
This dialectical journal is a conversation between you and your book choice. This dialectical
journal will be in two parts: for part one, you will be writing about specific passages you
find and in part two you will write about one character of your choice from your book.
By writing about literature, you create a personal connection to the work in order to truly
understand themes. Personal interactions with the text connects you to the story--you
have made it yours. Book passages are there for everyone to read; however, the
connections and interpretations made are uniquely yours.

WHAT YOU NEED:
To write your responses you should use THIS TEMPLATE (you will have to make a copy of
the template). As a reminder, you must type this assignment because it will be submitted to
the plagiarism detection website Turnitin.com during the first week of school.

Part 1: Analyzing Concrete Details (Quotation Journal)
You will be writing about things that interest you, confuse you or strike you as significant.
You are encouraged to find examples of literary devices. You can write about what you
think something means, make personal connections and pose predictions. This kind of
journal is an important tool which helps you to better understand selected pieces of
literature.
You are required to find and record a total of 12 quotes from your book. Be careful to
transcribe the quotes exactly as they appear. Make sure to put each quote in quotation
marks and include a parenthetical citation including the author’s last name and the page
number where you found the quote.
Remember: A quote is any passage taken directly from the book. It does not have to be only
dialogue! Here is an example: “John was dressed in a light colored shirt which matched his
sky blue eyes” (Smith 23).

Part 2: CHARACTERIZATION
For the second part of this assignment, you are required to choose one character from your
chosen book, to analyze. The acronym you will use is called STEAL, which analyzes the
character’s speech, thoughts, effect on others, actions, and looks. For each of those
elements, you are required to find and cite one concrete detail (quote) from the text. After
inserting the quote in the chart, analyze how the quote portrays that element of
characterization. Consider answering the question: why did the author choose to portray his
character this way? To do so, analyze the author’s word choice and figurative language.
An example of a completed STEAL chart from Dr. Seuss’s Cat and The Hat is linked here to
assist you in completing your part 2 characterization chart for your choice book.

PLEASE NOTE: The expectation is that the Dialectical Journal
(part 1 and part 2) is completed by the first day of school.
Although not required, we highly encourage our students to read more over the summer
for their own pleasure! Parents and guardians who would like to assist their child in
choosing another optional title or two can review some great options at
● http://www.ala.org/yalsa or
● https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?a=1&crl_id=164791

***If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ms. Rhodes at
meaghan_rhodes@charleston.k12.sc.us.

