Simmons-Pinckney Middle School
Student Handbook

2020-2021 School Year
“I will because I can and I must.”

You are the class of…
8th grade = 2025
7th grade = 2026
6th grade = 2027
Middle school sets you up to be successful in high school so you graduate on
time. Do more than just pass your classes; master the content. Don’t just
meet your MAP goals; beat them!

Daily Schedules
Early Release (9/8 & 9/9)

Online Learning (beginning 9/10)

Period

Time

Period

Time

HR

8:25 – 8:30

HR

8:30 – 8:40

CCR

8:30 – 9:30

CCR

8:45 – 9:05

1st

9:35 – 10:10

1st

9:10 – 9:55

2nd

10:15 – 10:50

2nd

10:00 – 10:45

3rd

10:55 – 11:30

3rd

10:50 – 11:35

Lunch

11:30 – 12:10

Lunch

11:35 – 12:35

4th

12:15 – 12:50

4th

12:40 – 1:25

5th

12:55 – 1:30

5th

1:30 – 2:15

Teacher Office Hour

2:20 – 3:30

SPMS Behavioral Expectations
How do you want to be treated? How should you treat others?
Never

Instead

Stop the teacher from teaching

Be an active learner

Stop other students from learning

Collaborate positively with others

Disrespect the teacher, your peers,
or yourself

Respect authority, show kindness,
exhibit pride

Cause harm to self or others

Practice safety, keep your hands to
yourself, ask for help

Online Learning Expectation
Online Panther Den

COVID Precautions
•
•
•
•
•
•

Masks on – cover mouth and nose – Consequences for noncompliance
Remain socially distant – Wakanda greetings
Wash your hands a lot
Cover your cough/sneeze in your elbow
Avoid sharing materials
STAY HOME IF YOU ARE SICK. Also, stay home if your have been in
close contact with someone who has been verified as positive for COVID19.

Stay healthy by eating right and exercising. Take care of your body.

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL
The morning bell rings at 8:30 AM and students are dismissed at 3:30 PM. Students are
not allowed in the building prior to 8:05 AM, as there is not supervision for them
prior to that time. Exceptions include students with a pass for teacher help or before
school activities. Arrangements should be made for all car riders to be picked up daily by
3:45 PM. Online learners should be logged in by 8:20 AM.
6th, 7th, & 8th grade will report to the Sumter St. courtyard prior to breakfast (by our
cafeteria). Upon arrival at 8:05, students will report to their the cafeteria to pick up your
breakfast and report to your homeroom.
Once students arrive on campus in the morning, they MAY NOT leave campus at any
time or for any reason before school or during school hours unless signed out by a
parent/guardian in the main office.

BUS TRANSPORTATION/CAR RIDERS
→ Bus transportation to and from school is a privilege for students. Students riding the bus
must obey the driver and all school rules, as the bus is an extension of the school. Safety
regulations require students remain seated and quiet during the time the bus is in
operation. Students will be denied the privilege of riding the bus if they misbehave or
fail to obey the rules and regulations. Masks must be worn on the bus. Students may also
be denied the privilege to ride the bus for the remainder of the school year if the efforts to
correct student misbehavior are not successful. Please notify the school in writing of any
change in student bus transportation prior to 10 AM. The front office will verify any
changes and give students permission slips for the bus driver as appropriate.
→ Parents are asked to drop off and pick up student who are car riders on Sumter street
(Along Burke HS)

BUS TRANSPORTATION
First Student, our new transportation vendor, will be rolling out their “First View” system this
year. This system will allow for GPS tracking as well as push text or email messaging.
Simmons Pinckney's school code is K894
Go to the CCSD Transportation page for a link to all instructions, FAQs, and customer
support on how to download and sign up for the First View app.
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ATTENDANCE
A student’s regular attendance at school is critical to academic success. While a student
may receive make-up work and notes from other students, nothing can replace the
interaction between student and teacher in the classroom. In addition, attendance is
required for promotion and/or credit. Students in grades K-8 may not be eligible for
promotion if they have more than ten (10) unlawful and/or unexcused absences. Students
with ten (10) or more absences will also be required to attend a truancy conference and
complete a truancy contract. Parent/Guardian attendance is mandatory at this
conference. Students who miss 50% or more of the instructional day (12 PM is
considered the midpoint of the day) will be counted absent for the day. Online learners
must have cameras on and remain for the entire class to be counted present.

ABSENCES AND EXCUSES
Students shall be expected to attend school regularly and shall present a written
excuse, signed by the parent/guardian, in all cases of absence. Further explanation about
the information to be included in excuses is provided in the section ‘Notes for Absence.’
All excuses shall be strictly confidential. Excuses that misrepresent absences and excuses
signed by someone other than the parent or guardian of a child shall be referred to the
school administration for appropriate action. Any student who fails to bring a valid excuse
to school within three school days automatically receives an unverified absence.
Absences in excess of ten days per year will not be considered excused with a
parent/guardian note unless they are accompanied by official medical or legal
documentation. Parents are encouraged to check their child's attendance
record weekly through Parent Portal.

EARLY DISMISSAL/TARDIES
→ When a student is scheduled or expected to leave school early, he/she is required to
bring a dismissal note with the appropriate contact information to include parent’s
signature. The student must show the note to the main office during homeroom. Notes are
subject to verification. The student should report to the main office at the time of his/her
dismissal to be signed out. Again, we would greatly appreciate you not signing your
child out during the last 30 minutes of the day.
→ It is important for students to arrive at school on time. In the event that a student
arrives late, he/she must be accompanied by a parent/guardian when signing in the main
office. No student will be allowed to sign himself/herself in or out.

CCSD Code of Conduct
Levels 1, 2, and 3
Noncompliance with mask wearing – PDP pg. 18
Disrupting class – PDP pg. 1
Disrespect – PDP pg. 2
Bullying/harassment – Code of Conduct pg. 16 - 17

GRADING SCALE & PROMOTION/RETENTION
All grades will be reported by a ten point scale:
90-100
80-89
70-79
60-69
59 and below

A
B
C
D
F

Students and parents are encouraged to review together all interim reports and report cards in order to
determine the likelihood of the student passing or failing. At the first sign of a grade below 70 on an
interim report or report card, parents should call the school to schedule an appointment for a conference
with the student’s teachers. We are here to assist you and will be available to meet with you to discuss your
student’s progress.

HOMEWORK
It is the policy of SP Middle School that regular and meaningful homework assignments
are educationally valuable and necessary. In addition to reinforcement of skills attained
through drill exercises, homework assignments should encourage students to conduct
research and to think independently. Generally, the amount of homework time spent by
students per day should be:
6th grade
7th grade and 8th grade

45-60 minutes
60-90 minutes

In the event of an absence from school, students may check the teacher website to obtain
daily homework assignments. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain all work
assignments missed and to make arrangements to make up missed tests. Teachers will
assist students in this process.

SCHEDULE CHANGES
Teacher assignments, course offerings, and class sizes are determined from registration
information. The master schedule is developed based on student data available in the
spring, and class assignments are made to ensure a variety of academic arts experiences are
provided to students. Students have a period of 5 school days in order to drop or add
yearlong courses. A schedule change request form can be picked up in the guidance area.
It should be filled out and signed by a parent/guardian and turned in to guidance or
administration by the 5th day. Prompt feedback will be given as to the outcome of the
request. If no request is received within the 5th day, then student the student must wait until
the end of the semester to change classes (unless otherwise noted by that classroom
teacher). This process does not apply to requesting on-line or in person institutional
modes.
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SPMS Dress Code 2020-2021
UNIFORMS (In person instruction)
Pants --Khaki colored 'chino' pants or shorts. Shorts must be finger-tip length
Females may wear skirts/skorts. Skirts/Skorts must be finger-tip length
Tops –
6thgrade- white collared shirt
7th grade- light blue collared shirt
8th grade – navy blue collared shirt

SPMS Dress C o d e 2020-2021
Dress Code for Out of Uniform Days & Online Learning Clarifications
1. Tops must be long enough to cover the beltline when the arms are raised above the
head. Shoulder straps should be at least 2 fingers wide.
2. Pants must be hemmed and free of holes or shreds. Cut-off pants and shorts are not
acceptable. Pajamas (or pants resembling pajamas), and yoga pants are NOT
appropriate attire. Leggings are NOT appropriate attire for school unless worn under a
dress or skirt of appropriate length.
3. The minimum length of skirts, shorts, etc. must reach the end of the longest finger
while the student’s hands are at his/her sides.

SPMS Dress C o d e 2020-2021
Dress Code for Out of Uniform Days & Online Learning Clarifications
4. Clothing shall be loose-fitting and should not expose the midriff, cleavage, bare
shoulders, back, or underarm area. No tank tops, halter tops, crop tops, strapless tops,
spaghetti straps, see-through garments, etc. shall be worn.
5. Undergarments/lack of undergarments must never be visible!
6. Basketball shorts or nylon shorts/pants are not acceptable.
7. No clothing, jewelry, or accessory will be permitted that displays profanity,
weapons, and violence, suggestive phrases, alcohol, tobacco, drug advertisements or
other inappropriate phrases or symbols as determined by the administration.
8. You may not wear jewelry such as spiked bracelets, chains or chokers of a size or
design that may be considered or used as a weapon, as determined by the school
administration.

SPMS Dress C o d e 2020-2021
9. Grills cannot be worn to school.
10. You may not wear hats, sweat bands, goggles, bandanas, hair picks, combs,
bonnets, doo rags, or any headgear on campus. No Hoodies or sunglasses are not to be
worn inside the building.
11. While on the SPMS campus, you may not wear towels, blankets or bandanas as
accessories on your clothing, around your body or on your book bag.
12. Health laws require students to wear shoes at all times. To prevent accidents on the
stairs, students should avoid wearing shoes that slide off easily. Bedroom footwear is
not permitted.

SPMS POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SYSTEM
The purpose of Simmons-Pinckney Middle School’s Positive Behavior Interventions and
Support program (PBIS) is to create and maintain a positive learning environment for all
children.
The Simmons-Pinckney Middle School staff has developed a system to promote
appropriate behaviors in the educational setting through a positive behavior model.
Students can earn school currency, Panther Payouts, for meeting and exceeding
expectations. Panther Payouts can be cashed in at the school store for items or upcoming
school events. Additionally, quarterly celebrations are held for all students meeting
behavioral expectations.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES/CELL PHONES
→ Students are not permitted to have electronic devices other than cellular phones on school property
during the school day without the written approval of the school principal. Students using or having
electronic devices visible during class time shall have their electronic devices confiscated and
returned to a parent/guardian. Bluetooth speakers are not allowed on campus.
→ All cell phones must be turned off and placed in student lockers during school hours. Students can
use their cell phones during breakfast and lunch. Student using or having cell phones or
telecommunication devices visible during class time shall receive the following consequences:
1st Offense: Reteach Expectations, Warning, Ask student to put device away (For
non-compliance, refer to another infraction for additional consequence)
2nd Offense: Item confiscated (returned at end of day), Call home
3rd Offense: Item confiscated, Call home, returned during Parent Conference
4th Offense: Administrative conference with student and parent. Daily Device check-in and
check-out contract.
5th Offense: ISS

PERSONAL PROPERTY/LOST & FOUND
A student’s personal property is his/her own responsibility. Students are not
allowed to bring large sums of money or electronic devices. These items will be
confiscated and held until the parent/guardian picks them up from the main
office. Lost articles are kept in the lost and found in the cafeteria. Periodically
throughout the school year and at the end of the school year, unclaimed clothing
items will be donated to charity.

BICYCLES AND SKATEBOARDS
Bicycles are to be parked at the bike racks upon arrival on the
school grounds. No one will be allowed to ride bicycles on the
campus prior to, during, or after the school day. All bicycles left at
the bike racks MUST BE PROPERLY LOCKED, as the school
cannot be responsible for lost/stolen bikes. Scooters and
skateboards are not permitted on campus.

CLINIC/HEALTH CARE
The school clinic is limited to handling minor first aid cases. Accidents that
happen at home need to be treated at home. When students become ill at
school, they will be sent home as soon as the parents can be contacted. Our
clinic is staffed with a Registered Nurse 5 days per week between the hours
of 8:00 AM and 3:00 PM. Due to COVID precautions, drop-in visits are
not allowed. Teachers will call the clinic is a student needs attention prior
to sending them to the clinic and appointments to see our MUSC provider
must be made in advance as well.
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HALL PASSES
Students are not permitted in the halls during class periods
unless they are accompanied by a faculty/staff member or have
a signed pass. Students must have a hall pass completed and
properly signed in order to be out of the classroom for any reason.
Verbal permission is not acceptable.
Students may not interrupt a teacher while they are instructing
another class.

LOCKERS/BACKPACKS
→ Homeroom teachers will assign lockers and locks for his/her in person students. Locks
not issued by the school are not permitted. It is important that students do not share
lockers, and it is the responsibility of the original owner to monitor his/her locker for the
content at all times. Leave unnecessary and valuable items at home. The school assumes
no responsibility or items kept in lockers. Students will be responsible for returning
school-issued locks at the end of the school year. If you lose your school issued lock, a
replacement can be purchased for $5.00.
→ Each grade level schedule includes locker times in which students may visit their
lockers to exchange their academic materials and lunch items.

TEXTBOOKS
Books will be distributed to each student and
the books assigned will be monitored by the SC
Department of Education. There is no rental fee
charged for the use of School Textbooks. Each
student is responsible for books that have
been assigned to them and will be charged a
fee for lost, damaged, or stolen textbooks.

LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER
The library is open every
school day expect Tuesdays
for circulation and reference
use. An appropriate pass
from a teacher or an
administrator is required
when students visit the
library.

GUIDANCE SERVICES
Counseling is available to all students. Counseling can help students and/or
parents with school-related or personal issues. SPMS has counselors who offer
the following services: conflict resolution, educational planning, interpretation of
test scores, career information, study hints, and group and individual counseling.
Appointments to visit the counselor should be made through the guidance office
during homeroom. Students must always have a pass to see a counselor.

CAFETERIA/FOOD ON CAMPUS
→ The Simmons-Pinckney Middle School cafeteria is to be regarded in the same manner
as your dining room at home. The cafeteria should at all times be a neat, clean, and pleasant
place. All students in the beginning of the school year will be made aware of cafeteria
procedures. Any student who demonstrates an inability to comply with cafeteria regulations
will receive appropriate disciplinary action.
→ Sunflower seeds are not prohibited anywhere on school grounds. Students should
not eat candy or chew gum in class. The sale of candy or chewing gum, etc. is prohibited.
Teachers and administrators will confiscate these items. Students may carry water in a clear
bottle with them throughout the day. No other beverages are allowed during class time.

FIRE DRILLS/DISASTER ALERTS
In case of fire or other emergency, the signal to evacuate the
building will be a continuous sounding of the fire alarm. An
evacuation plan is posted in each room showing the route of
evacuation for that particular room. In any emergency situation,
students are to remain quiet and follow teachers’ instructions
concerning moving to a designated area, etc.

