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FICTION SELECTIONS
Chlorine Sky
by Mahogany L. Browne

Chlorine Sky is a coming-of-age novel, delivered in verse, about Skyy, a girl who is finding herself after living in the
shadows of self-doubt, troubled friendship, and first love. Kirkus calls it, “A coming-of-age novel for Black girls who have
been told they’re too much and yet never enough.”

The Giver
By Lois Lowry

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential novels of our time. The haunting story
centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not
until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, complex secrets
behind his fragile community.

Origin by Dan Brown
Robert Langdon

Harvard professor of symbology and religious iconology, arrives at the ultramodern Guggenheim Museum Bilbao to attend
a major announcement—the unveiling of a discovery that “will change the face of science forever.” The evening’s host is
Edmond Kirsch, a forty-year-old billionaire and futurist whose dazzling high-tech inventions and audacious predictions
have made him a renowned global figure. Kirsch, who was one of Langdon’s first students at Harvard two decades earlier, is
about to reveal an astonishing breakthrough . . . one that will answer two of the fundamental questions of human existence.
As the event begins, Langdon and several hundred guests find themselves captivated by an utterly original presentation,
which Langdon realizes will be far more controversial than he ever imagined. But the meticulously orchestrated evening
suddenly erupts into chaos, and Kirsch’s precious discovery teeters on the brink of being lost forever. Reeling and facing an
imminent threat, Langdon is forced into a desperate bid to escape Bilbao. With him is Ambra Vidal, the elegant museum
director who worked with Kirsch to stage the provocative event. Together they flee to Barcelona on a perilous quest to
locate a cryptic password that will unlock Kirsch’s secret. Navigating the dark corridors of hidden history and extreme
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religion, Langdon and Vidal must evade a tormented enemy whose all-knowing power seems to emanate from Spain’s Royal
Palace itself . . . and who will stop at nothing to silence Edmond Kirsch. On a trail marked by modern art and enigmatic
symbols, Langdon and Vidal uncover clues that ultimately bring them face-to-face with Kirsch’s shocking discovery . . . and
the breathtaking truth that has long eluded us.
Artemis by Andy Weir

Jazz Bashara is a criminal. Well, sort of. Life on Artemis, the first and only city on the moon, is tough if you're not a rich
tourist or an eccentric billionaire. So smuggling in the occasional harmless bit of contraband barely counts, right? Not when
you've got debts to pay and your job as a porter barely covers the rent. Everything changes when Jazz sees the chance to
commit the perfect crime, with a reward too lucrative to turn down. But pulling off the impossible is just the start of her
problems, as she learns that she's stepped square into a conspiracy for control of Artemis itself—and that now, her only
chance at survival lies in a gambit even riskier than the first.

Happenstance Found (the
Books of Umber) by P.W.
Catanese

Master storyteller P.W. Catanese begins the Books of Umber trilogy with Happenstance Found—now available in
paperback—when twelve-yearold Happenstance awakens in a cave with no memory of who he is or how he came to be
there. Lord Umber and his companions rescue Hap, and the group sets out on dangerous and unusual missions that continue
in Dragon Games. Hap’s and Umber’s journeys take them to the corrupt kingdom of Sarnica, where Umber’s nemesis has
acquired some dragon eggs. Umber wants to study a new magical species, but what starts as a quest for knowledge turns
into a dangerous rescue operation. The deft plotting of these actionpacked, heart-stopping adventures will pique the
imagination and leave readers anxious for the final installment.

House Rules by Jodi
Picoult

When your son can’t look you in the eye . . . does that mean he’s guilty? Jacob Hunt is a teen with Asperger’s syndrome.
He’s hopeless at reading social cues or expressing himself well to others, though he is brilliant in many ways. But he has a
special focus on one subject—forensic analysis. A police scanner in his room clues him in to crime scenes, and he’s always
showing up and telling the cops what to do. And he’s usually right. But when Jacob’s small hometown is rocked by a terrible
murder, law enforcement comes to him. Jacob’s behaviors are hallmark Asperger’s, but they look a lot like guilt to the local
police. Suddenly the Hunt family, who only want to fit in, are directly in the spotlight. For Jacob’s mother, Emma, it’s a
brutal reminder of the intolerance and misunderstanding that always threaten her family. For his brother, Theo, it’s another
indication why nothing is normal because of Jacob. And over this small family, the soul-searing question looms: Did Jacob
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commit murder?

Everything Everything by
Nicola Yoon

Risk everything . . . for love. What if you couldn’t touch anything in the outside world? Never breathe in the fresh air, feel
the sun warm your face . . . or kiss the boy next door? In Everything, Everything, Maddy is a girl who’s literally allergic to
the outside world, and Olly is the boy who moves in next door . . . and becomes the greatest risk she’s ever taken. My
disease is as rare as it is famous. Basically, I’m allergic to the world. I don’t leave my house, have not left my house in
seventeen years. The only people I ever see are my mom and my nurse, Carla. But then one day, a moving truck arrives next
door. I look out my window, and I see him. He's tall, lean and wearing all black—black T-shirt, black jeans, black sneakers,
and a black knit cap that covers his hair completely. He catches me looking and stares at me. I stare right back. Maybe we
can’t predict the future, but we can predict some things. For example, I am certainly going to fall in love with Olly. It’s
almost certainly going to be a disaster.

A Northern Light by
Jennifer Donnelly

Sixteen-year-old Mattie Gokey has big dreams but little hope of seeing them come true. Desperate for money, she takes a
job at the Glenmore, where hotel guest Grace Brown entrusts her with the task of burning a secret bundle of letters. But
when Grace's drowned body is fished from the lake, Mattie discovers that the letters could reveal the grim truth behind a
murder. Set in 1906 against the backdrop of the murder that inspired Theodore Dreiser's An American Tragedy, Jennifer
Donnelly's astonishing debut novel effortlessly weaves romance, history, and a murder mystery into something moving, and
real, and wholly original.
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Symptoms of Being
Human by Jeff Garvin

Riley Cavanaugh is many things: Punk rock. Snarky. Rebellious. And gender fluid. Some days Riley identifies as a boy, and
others as a girl. But Riley isn't exactly out yet. And between starting a new school and having a congressman father running
for reelection in über-conservative Orange County, the pressure—media and otherwise—is building up in Riley's life. On
the advice of a therapist, Riley starts an anonymous blog to vent those pent-up feelings and tell the truth of what it's really
like to be a gender fluid teenager. But just as Riley's starting to settle in at school—even developing feelings for a
mysterious outcast—the blog goes viral, and an unnamed commenter discovers Riley's real identity, threatening exposure.
And Riley must make a choice: walk away from what the blog has created—a lifeline, new friends, a cause to believe in—or
stand up, come out, and risk everything

The Last to Let Go by
Amber Smith

Junior year for Brooke Winters is supposed to be about change. She’s transferring schools, starting fresh, and making plans
for college so she can finally leave her hometown, her family, and her past behind. But all of her dreams are shattered one
hot summer afternoon when her mother is arrested for killing Brooke’s abusive father. No one really knows what happened
that day, if it was premeditated or self-defense, whether it was right or wrong. And now Brooke and her siblings are on their
own. In a year of firsts—the first year without parents, first love, first heartbreak, and her first taste of freedom—Brooke
must confront the shadow of her family’s violence and dysfunction, as she struggles to embrace her identity, finds her true
place in the world, and learns how to let go.

A Man Called Ove by
Fredrik Backman

Meet Ove. He’s a curmudgeon—the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside his
bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbor from hell.”
But must Ove be bitter just because he doesn’t walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the
cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young couple with two chatty young
daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of
unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old
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man and a local residents’ association to their very foundations.

Inside the O’Briens by
Lisa Genova

Joe O’Brien is a forty-three-year-old police officer from the Irish Catholic neighborhood of Charlestown, Massachusetts. A
devoted husband, proud father of four children in their twenties, and respected officer, Joe begins experiencing bouts of
disorganized thinking, uncharacteristic temper outbursts, and strange, involuntary movements. He initially attributes these
episodes to the stress of his job, but as these symptoms worsen, he agrees to see a neurologist and is handed a diagnosis that
will change his and his family’s lives forever: Huntington’s disease. Huntington’s is a lethal neurodegenerative disease with
no treatment and no cure, and each of Joe’s four children has a 50 percent chance of inheriting their father’s disease. While
watching her potential future in her father’s escalating symptoms, twenty-one-year-old daughter Katie struggles with the
questions this test imposes on her young adult life. As Joe’s symptoms worsen and he’s eventually stripped of his badge and
more, Joe struggles to maintain hope and a sense of purpose, while Katie and her siblings must find the courage to either
live a life “at risk” or learn their fate.

The Coldest Girl in
Coldtown by Holly Black

Coldtown was dangerous, Tana knew. A glamorous cage, a prison for the damned and anyone who wanted to party with
them. Tana lives in a world where walled cities called Coldtowns exist. In them, quarantined monsters and humans mingle
in a decadently bloody mix of predator and prey. And once you pass through Coldtown's gates, you can never leave. One
morning, after a perfectly ordinary party, Tana wakes up surrounded by corpses. The only other survivors of this massacre
are her exasperatingly endearing ex-boyfriend, infected and on the edge, and a mysterious boy burdened with a terrible
secret. Shaken and determined, Tana enters a race against the clock to save the three of them the only way she knows how:
by going straight to the wicked, opulent heart of Coldtown itself.
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A Semi-Definitive List of
Worst Nightmares by
Krystal Sutherland

Ever since Esther Solar’s grandfather was cursed by Death, everyone in her family has been doomed to suffer one great fear
in their lifetime. Esther’s father is agoraphobic and hasn’t left the basement in six years, her twin brother can’t be in the dark
without a light on, and her mother is terrified of bad luck. The Solars are consumed by their fears and, according to the
legend of the curse, destined to die from them. Esther doesn’t know what her great fear is yet (nor does she want to), a feat
achieved by avoiding pretty much everything. Elevators, small spaces and crowds are all off-limits. So are haircuts, spiders,
dolls, mirrors and three dozen other phobias she keeps a record of in her semi-definitive list of worst nightmares. Then
Esther is pickpocketed by Jonah Smallwood, an old elementary school classmate. Along with her phone, money and a fruit
roll-up she’d been saving, Jonah also steals her list of fears. Despite the theft, Esther and Jonah become friends, and he sets
a challenge for them: in an effort to break the curse that has crippled her family, they will meet every Sunday of senior year
to work their way through the list, facing one terrifying fear at a time, including one that Esther hadn’t counted on: love.

If I Stay by Gayle Forman

In the blink of an eye everything changes. Seventeen year-old Mia has no memory of the accident; she can only recall what
happened afterwards, watching her own damaged body being taken from the wreck. Little by little she struggles to put
together the pieces- to figure out what she has lost, what she has left, and the very difficult choice she must make. Heart
Wrenchingly beautiful, this will change the way you look at life, love, and family. Now a major motion picture starring
Chloe Grace Moretz, Mia's story will stay with you for a long, long time.

Shoeless Joe by W.P.
Kinsella

If you build it, he will come. These mysterious words, spoken by an Iowa baseball announcer, inspire Ray Kinsella to carve
a baseball diamond in his cornfield in honor of his hero, the baseball legend Shoeless Joe Jackson. What follows is both a
rich, nostalgic look at one of our most cherished national pastimes and a remarkable story about fathers and sons, love and
family, and the inimitable joy of finding your way home.
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Leaving Time By Jodi
Picoult

For more than a decade, Jenna Metcalf has never stopped thinking about her mother, Alice, who mysteriously disappeared in
the wake of a tragic accident. Refusing to believe she was abandoned, Jenna searches for her mother regularly online and
pores over the pages of Alice’s old journals. A scientist who studied grief among elephants, Alice wrote mostly of her
research among the animals she loved, yet Jenna hopes the entries will provide a clue to her mother’s whereabouts.
Desperate to find the truth, Jenna enlists two unlikely allies in her quest: Serenity Jones, a psychic who rose to fame finding
missing persons, only to later doubt her gifts, and Virgil Stanhope, the jaded private detective who’d originally investigated
Alice’s case along with the strange, possibly linked death of one of her colleagues. As the three work together to uncover
what happened to Alice, they realize that in asking hard questions, they’ll have to face even harder answers. As Jenna’s
memories dovetail with the events in her mother’s journals, the story races to a mesmerizing finish. A deeply moving,
gripping, and intelligent page-turner, Leaving Time is Jodi Picoult at the height of her powers.

Little Fires Everywhere by
Celeste Ng

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste NgIn Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned –
from the layout of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And
no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules. Enter Mia Warren
– an enigmatic artist and single mother – who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a
house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn to the
mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend
this carefully ordered community. When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a
custody battle erupts that dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and
her motives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and
devastating costs.

Code Name Verity by
Elizabeth Wein

Oct. 11th, 1943-A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the
girls has a chance at survival. The other has lost the game before it's barely begun. When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo,
she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a secret agent captured in enemy territory, she's living a spy's worst nightmare. Her
Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution. As she intricately weaves her
confession, Verity uncovers her past, how she became friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in the
wrecked fuselage of their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her life, confronting her views on courage,
failure and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her secrets be enough to save her from the enemy?
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Midnight at the Electric by
Jodi Lynn Anderson

2065: Adri has been handpicked to live on Mars. But weeks before launch, she discovers the journal of a girl who lived in
her house more than a hundred years ago and is immediately drawn into the mystery surrounding her fate. 1934: Amid the
fear and uncertainty of the Dust Bowl, Catherine’s family’s situation is growing dire. She must find the courage to sacrifice
everything she loves in order to save the one person she loves most. 1919: In the recovery following World War I, Lenore
tries to come to terms with her grief for her brother, a fallen British soldier, and plans to sail from England to America. But
can she make it that far? While their stories span thousands of miles and multiple generations, Lenore, Catherine, and Adri’s
fates are entwined in ways both heartbreaking and hopeful. Human connections spark spellbindingly to life, and a bright
light shines on the small but crucial moments that determine one’s fate

Flatland: a Romance of
Many Dimensions by
Edwin Abbott

Flatland was first published in 1884 and is a unique combination of satirical comment on Victorian society and
mathematical exploration of geometry and the first through fourth dimensions. Though not as well-known as Jonathan
Swift’s satire, Gulliver’s Travels, it has been commented on by Einstein, Isaac Asimov, Carl Sagan, and Stephen Hawking,
and has even been mentioned in the television series The Big Bang Theory. A Square's journey through Pointland, Flatland,
and Spaceland will give you a unique perspective on English society in the 1800s that stands on its own merit today.

Follow Your Heart by

Originally published in Italy, Follow Your Heart won the coveted Premio Donna Citta di Roma and sold over 800,000
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Susanna Tamaro

copies in that country alone before hitting bestseller lists throughout the rest of Europe. Now North American readers can
enjoy the novel that has won over the world. It begins in late autumn 1992 as an elderly Italian woman, prompted by the
knowledge of her encroaching death, sits down to write a letter to her granddaughter now grown and living in far-off
America. Through these moving reflections, we see one life laid bare--joys, sorrows, regrets, and all. And through the eyes
of a woman nearing the end of her days, we come to understand what life experience has taught her: that no matter what the
stakes, we must look within ourselves and gather the courage to follow our hearts.

Magnus Chase and the
Gods of Asgard, Book 3:
The Ship of the Dead by
Rick Riordan

Magnus Chase, a once-homeless teen, is a resident of the Hotel Valhalla and one of Odin's chosen warriors. As the son of
Frey, the god of summer, fertility, and health, Magnus isn't naturally inclined to fighting. But he has strong and steadfast
friends, including Hearthstone the elf, Blitzen the dwarf, and Samirah the Valkyrie, and together they have achieved brave
deeds, such as defeating Fenris Wolf and battling giants for Thor's hammer, Mjolnir. Now Magnus faces his most dangerous
trial yet. His cousin, Annabeth, recruits her boyfriend, Percy Jackson, to give Magnus some pointers, but will his training be
enough? Loki is free from his chains. He's readying Naglfar, the Ship of the Dead, complete with a host of giants and
zombies, to sail against the Asgardian gods and begin the final battle of Ragnarok. It's up to Magnus and his friends to stop
him, but to do so they will have to sail across he oceans of Midgard, Jotunheim, and Niflheim in a desperate race to reach
Naglfar before it's ready to sail. Along the way, they will face angry sea gods, hostile giants, and an evil fire-breathing
dragon. Magnus's biggest challenge will be facing his own inner demons. Does he have what it takes to outwit the wily
trickster god?

Beach Bliss by Joanne
DeMaio

Blue skies and smooth seas return to the coastal community of Stony Point. Until a new arrival in this little New England
beach town sets forth a competition like no other. As the temperature rises beneath the summer sun, so do the antics and
good-natured fun. Join Jason Barlow, Maris, Kyle, Elsa and the rest of the gang for another unforgettable season at the
shore. The sound of gulls and lapping waves are calling you to the page ... for a summer read that's purely Beach Bliss.
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Fiction Selections- MATURE CONTENT FOR MATURE READERS
Everybody’s Son by Thrity Umrigar

During a terrible heat wave in 1991—the worst in a decade—ten-year-old Anton has been locked in an
apartment in the projects, alone, for seven days, without air conditioning or a fan. With no electricity, the
refrigerator and lights do not work. Hot, hungry, and desperate, Anton shatters a window and climbs out. Cutting
his leg on the broken glass, he is covered in blood when the police find him. Juanita, his mother, is discovered in
a crack house less than three blocks away, nearly unconscious and half-naked. When she comes to, she
repeatedly asks for her baby boy. She never meant to leave Anton—she went out for a quick hit and was headed
right back, until her drug dealer raped her and kept her high. Though the bond between mother and son is
extremely strong, Anton is placed with child services while Juanita goes to jail. The Harvard-educated son of a
US senator, Judge David Coleman is a scion of northeastern white privilege. Desperate to have a child in the
house again after the tragic death of his teenage son, David uses his power and connections to keep his new
foster son, Anton, with him and his wife, Delores—actions that will have devastating consequences in the years
to come. Following in his adopted family’s footsteps, Anton, too, rises within the establishment. But when he
discovers the truth about his life, his birth mother, and his adopted parents, this man of the law must come to
terms with the moral complexities of crimes committed by the people he loves most.

The Woman in the Window by A.J.
Flynn

Anna Fox lives alone—a recluse in her New York City home, unable to venture outside. She spends her day
drinking wine (maybe too much), watching old movies, recalling happier times . . . and spying on her neighbors.
Then the Russells move into the house across the way: a father, a mother, their teenage son. The perfect family.
But when Anna, gazing out her window one night, sees something she shouldn’t, her world begins to
crumble—and its shocking secrets are laid bare. What is real? What is imagined? Who is in danger? Who is in
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control? In this diabolically gripping thriller, no one—and nothing—is what it seems

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
by Jonathan Safran Foer

Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret mission that will take him through the five
boroughs of New York. His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key that belonged to his father,
who died in the World Trade Center on the morning of September 11. This seemingly impossible task will bring
Oskar into contact with survivors of all sorts on an exhilarating, affecting, often hilarious, and ultimately healing
journey.

Everything I Never Told You by
Celeste Ng

“Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet.” So begins this exquisite novel about a Chinese American family
living in 1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favorite child of Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are
determined that she will fulfill the dreams they were unable to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in the
local lake, the delicate balancing act that has been keeping the Lee family together is destroyed, tumbling them
into chaos. A profoundly moving story of family, secrets, and longing, Everything I Never Told You is both a
gripping page-turner and a sensitive family portrait, uncovering the ways in which mothers and daughters,
fathers and sons, and husbands and wives struggle, all their lives, to understand one another.

Outlander by Diana Gabaldon

Scottish Highlands, 1945. Claire Randall, a former British combat nurse, is just back from the war and reunited
with her husband on a second honeymoon when she walks through a standing stone in one of the ancient circles
that dot the British Isles. Suddenly she is a Sassenach—an “outlander”—in a Scotland torn by war and raiding
clans in the year of Our Lord . . . 1743. Claire is catapulted into the intrigues of a world that threatens her life,
and may shatter her heart. Marooned amid danger, passion, and violence, Claire learns her only chance of safety
lies in Jamie Fraser, a gallant young Scots warrior. What begins in compulsion becomes urgent need, and Claire
finds herself torn between two very different men, in two irreconcilable lives.
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The Second Summer of the Sisterhood
by Ann Brashares

The second novel in the wildly popular #1 New York Times bestselling Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants series,
from the author of The Whole Thing Together and The Here and Now. With a bit of last summer’s sand in the
pockets, the Traveling Pants and the sisterhood who wears them—Lena, Tibby, Bridget, and Carmen—embark
on their second summer together. Pants = love. Love your pals. Love yourself.

Armageddon in Retrospect by Kurt
Vonnegut

A fitting tribute to a literary legend and a profoundly humane humorist, Armageddon in Retrospect is a
collection of twelve previously unpublished writings on war and peace. Imbued with Vonnegut's trademark
rueful humor and outraged moral sense, the pieces range from a letter written by Vonnegut to his family in 1945,
informing them that he'd been taken prisoner by the Germans, to his last speech, delivered after his death by his
son Mark, who provides a warmly personal introduction to the collection. Taken together, these pieces provide
fresh insight into Vonnegut's enduring literary genius and reinforce his ongoing moral relevance in today's
world.

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah

In this unforgettable portrait of human frailty and resilience, Kristin Hannah reveals the indomitable character of
the modern American pioneer and the spirit of a vanishing Alaska―a place of incomparable beauty and danger.
The Great Alone is a daring, beautiful, stay-up-all-night story about love and loss, the fight for survival, and the
wildness that lives in both man and nature.

The Master and Margarita By Mikhail

Nothing in the whole of literature compares with The Master and Margarita. One spring afternoon, the Devil,
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Bulgakov

trailing fire and chaos in his wake, weaves himself out of the shadows and into Moscow. Mikhail Bulgakov’s
fantastical, funny, and devastating satire of Soviet life combines two distinct yet interwoven parts, one set in
contemporary Moscow, the other in ancient Jerusalem, each brimming with historical, imaginary, frightful, and
wonderful characters. Written during the darkest days of Stalin’s reign, and finally published in 1966 and 1967,
The Master and Margarita became a literary phenomenon, signaling artistic and spiritual freedom for Russians
everywhere.

Non Fiction Selections
Blink: The Power of Thinking
Without Thinking by Malcolm
Gladwell

Blink is a book about how we think without thinking, about choices that seem to be made in an instant--in the blink
of an eye--that actually aren't as simple as they seem. Why are some people brilliant decision makers, while others
are consistently inept? Why do some people follow their instincts and win, while others end up stumbling into
error? How do our brains really work--in the office, in the classroom, in the kitchen, and in the bedroom? And why
are the best decisions often those that are impossible to explain to others?

Into Thin Air
By Jon Krakauer

Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster is a 1997 bestselling non-fiction book written by
Jon Krakauer. It details Krakauer's experience in the 1996 Mount Everest disaster, in which eight climbers were
killed and several others were stranded by a storm.
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I am Malala
By Christina Lamb and Malala
Yousafzai

I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a
father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of
brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons.

Bomb: the Race to Build and Steal
the World’s Most Dangerous
Weapon by Steve Sheinkin

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to
radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3
continents. In Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in
Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in
the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the
plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon. This is the story
of the atomic bomb.

Scale: The Universal Laws of
Growth, Innovation, Sustainability,
and the Pace of Life in Organisms,
Cities, Economies, and Companies

Visionary physicist Geoffrey West is a pioneer in the field of complexity science, the science of emergent systems
and networks. The term “complexity” can be misleading, however, because what makes West’s discoveries so
beautiful is that he has found an underlying simplicity that unites the seemingly complex and diverse phenomena
of living systems, including our bodies, our cities and our businesses. Fascinated by aging and mortality, West
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by Geoffrey West

applied the rigor of a physicist to the biological question of why we live as long as we do and no longer. The result
was astonishing, and changed science: West found that despite the riotous diversity in mammals, they are all, to a
large degree, scaled versions of each other. If you know the size of a mammal, you can use scaling laws to learn
everything from how much food it eats per day, what its heart-rate is, how long it will take to mature, its lifespan,
and so on. Furthermore, the efficiency of the mammal’s circulatory systems scales up precisely based on weight: if
you compare a mouse, a human and an elephant on a logarithmic graph, you find with every doubling of average
weight, a species gets 25% more efficient—and lives 25% longer. Fundamentally, he has proven, the issue has to
do with the fractal geometry of the networks that supply energy and remove waste from the organism’s body.
West’s work has been game-changing for biologists, but then he made the even bolder move of exploring his
work’s applicability. Cities, too, are constellations of networks and laws of scalability relate with eerie precision to
them. Recently, West has applied his revolutionary work to the business world. This investigation has led to
powerful insights into why some companies thrive while others fail. The implications of these discoveries are
far-reaching, and are just beginning to be explored. Scale is a thrilling scientific adventure story about the
elemental natural laws that bind us together in simple but profound ways.

Becoming Brilliant: What Science
Tells us About Raising Successful
Children by Roberta Michnick
Golinkoff PhD and Kathy
Hirsh-Pasek PhD

In just a few years, today's children and teens will forge careers that look nothing like those that were available to
their parents or grandparents. While the U.S. economy becomes ever more information-driven, our system of
education seems stuck on the idea that "content is king," neglecting other skills that 21st century citizens sorely
need. Becoming Brilliant offers solutions that parents can implement right now. Backed by the latest scientific
evidence and illustrated with examples of what's being done right in schools today, this book introduces the "6Cs"
collaboration, communication, content, critical thinking, creative innovation, and confidence along with ways
parents can nurture their children’s development in each area.
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The Boys in the Boat: Nine
Americans and Their Epic Quest for
Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics
by Daniel James Brown

Out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story about beating the odds and finding hope in the most
desperate of times—the improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the American West
showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant. It was an unlikely quest from the
start. With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s
eight-oar crew team was never expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did,
going on to shock the world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the tale
lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered self-regard
but also to find a real place for himself in the world. Drawing on the boys’ own journals and vivid memories of a
once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, Brown has created an unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a
remarkable achievement, and a chronicle of one extraordinary young man’s personal quest.

The Soloist: A Lost Dream, an
Unlikely Friendship, and the
Redemptive Power of Music

The true story of journalist Steve Lopez's discovery of Nathanial Ayers, a former classical bass student at Julliard,
playing his heart out on a two-string violin on Los Angeles' Skid Row. Deeply affected by the beauty of Ayers
music, Lopez took it upon himself to change the prodigy's life-only to find that their relationship would have a
profound change on his own life.
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The Four Agreements: A Practical
Guide to Personal Freedom (A
Toltec Wisdom Book) by Don
Miguel Ruiz

In The Four Agreements, bestselling author don Miguel Ruiz reveals the source of self-limiting beliefs that rob us
of joy and create needless suffering. Based on ancient Toltec wisdom, The Four Agreements offer a powerful code
of conduct that can rapidly transform our lives to a new experience of freedom, true happiness, and love.

Killers of the Flower Moon: the
Osage Murders and the Birth of the
FBI by David Grann

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Indian nation in Oklahoma.
After oil was discovered beneath their land, they rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their
children to study in Europe. Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman,
Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. Her relatives were shot and poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as
more and more members of the tribe began to die under mysterious circumstances. In this last remnant of the Wild
West—where oilmen like J. P. Getty made their fortunes and where desperadoes like Al Spencer, the “Phantom
Terror,” roamed—many of those who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll
climbed to more than twenty-four, the FBI took up the case. It was one of the organization’s first major homicide
investigations and the bureau badly bungled the case. In desperation, the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned
to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover team,
including one of the only American Indian agents in the bureau. The agents infiltrated the region, struggling to
adopt the latest techniques of detection. Together with the Osage they began to expose one of the most chilling
conspiracies in American history. In Killers of the Flower Moon, David Grann revisits a shocking series of crimes
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in which dozens of people were murdered in cold blood. Based on years of research and startling new evidence,
the book is a masterpiece of narrative nonfiction, as each step in the investigation reveals a series of sinister secrets
and reversals. But more than that, it is a searing indictment of the callousness and prejudice toward American
Indians that allowed the murderers to operate with impunity for so long. Killers of the Flower Moon is utterly
compelling, but also emotionally devastating.

Educated: a Memoir by Tara
Westover

Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the mountains of
Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping with her
“head-for-the-hills” bag. In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter
she salvaged metal in her father’s junkyard. Her father distrusted the medical establishment, so Tara never saw a
doctor or nurse. Gashes and concussions, even burns from explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism.
The family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an
education, and no one to intervene when an older brother became violent. When another brother got himself into
college and came back with news of the world beyond the mountain, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. She
taught herself enough mathematics, grammar, and science to take the ACT and was admitted to Brigham Young
University. There, she studied psychology, politics, philosophy, and history, learning for the first time about pivotal
world events like the Holocaust and the Civil Rights Movement. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking
her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if
she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. Educated is an account of the struggle for self-invention. It is
a tale of fierce family loyalty, and of the grief that comes from severing one’s closest ties. With the acute insight
that distinguishes all great writers, Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of
what an education is and what it offers: the perspective to see one’s life through new eyes, and the will to change
it.
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The History of the World in 6
Glasses by Tom Standage

From beer to Coca-Cola, the six drinks that have helped shape human history. Throughout human history, certain
drinks have done much more than just quench thirst. As Tom Standage relates with authority and charm, six of
them have had a surprisingly pervasive influence on the course of history, becoming the defining drink during a
pivotal historical period. A History of the World in 6 Glasses tells the story of humanity from the Stone Age to the
21st century through the lens of beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and cola. Beer was first made in the Fertile Crescent
and by 3000 B.C.E. was so important to Mesopotamia and Egypt that it was used to pay wages. In ancient Greece
wine became the main export of her vast seaborne trade, helping spread Greek culture abroad. Spirits such as
brandy and rum fueled the Age of Exploration, fortifying seamen on long voyages and oiling the pernicious slave
trade. Although coffee originated in the Arab world, it stoked revolutionary thought in Europe during the Age of
Reason, when coffeehouses became centers of intellectual exchange. And hundreds of years after the Chinese
began drinking tea, it became especially popular in Britain, with far-reaching effects on British foreign policy.
Finally, though carbonated drinks were invented in 18th-century Europe they became a 20th-century phenomenon,
and Coca-Cola in particular is the leading symbol of globalization. For Tom Standage, each drink is a kind of
technology, a catalyst for advancing culture by which he demonstrates the intricate interplay of different
civilizations. You may never look at your favorite drink the same way again.

Forward: a Memoir by Abby
Wambach

Abby Wambach has always pushed the limits of what is possible. At age seven she was put on the boys’ soccer
team. At age thirty-five she would become the highest goal scorer—male or female—in the history of soccer,
capturing the nation’s heart with her team’s 2015 World Cup Championship. Called an inspiration and “badass” by
President Obama, Abby has become a fierce advocate for women’s rights and equal opportunity, pushing to
translate the success of her team to the real world. As she reveals in this searching memoir, Abby’s professional
success often masked her inner struggle to reconcile the various parts of herself: ferocious competitor, daughter,
leader, wife. With stunning candor, Abby shares her inspiring and often brutal journey from girl in Rochester, New
York, to world-class athlete. Far more than a sports memoir, Forward is gripping tale of resilience and
redemption—and a reminder that heroism is, above all, about embracing life’s challenges with fearlessness and
heart.

Lucy Beckham High School Student Book Choices
Summer Reading Assignment 2020-21 English Honors 9
Guns, Germs, and Steel: the Fates of In this "artful, informative, and delightful" (William H. McNeill, New York Review of Books) book, Jared
Human Societies by Jared Diamond Diamond convincingly argues that geographical and environmental factors shaped the modern world. Societies
that had had a head start in food production advanced beyond the hunter-gatherer stage, and then developed
religion --as well as nasty germs and potent weapons of war --and adventured on sea and land to conquer and
decimate preliterate cultures. A major advance in our understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs, and Steel
chronicles the way that the modern world came to be and stunningly dismantles racially based theories of human
history.

Silence: The Power of Quiet in a
World Full of Noise by Thich Nhat
Hanh

The Zen master and one of the world's most beloved teachers returns with a concise, practical guide to
understanding and developing our most powerful inner resource—silence—to help us find happiness, purpose, and
peace. Many people embark on a seemingly futile search for happiness, running as if there is somewhere else to
get to, when the world they live in is full of wonder. To be alive is a miracle. Beauty calls to us every day, yet we
rarely are in the position to listen. To hear the call of beauty and respond to it, we need silence. Silence shows us
how to find and maintain our equanimity amid the barrage of noise. Thich Nhat Hanh guides us on a path to
cultivate calm even in the most chaotic places. This gift of silence doesn't require hours upon hours of silent
meditation or an existing practice of any kind. Through careful breathing and mindfulness techniques he teaches us
how to become truly present in the moment, to recognize the beauty surrounding us, and to find harmony. With
mindfulness comes stillness—and the silence we need to come back to ourselves and discover who we are and
what we truly want, the keys to happiness and well-being.

