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Winthrop’s Eagle STEM Scholars Program educates and 
trains undergraduate biochemistry, biology, chemistry, 
computer science, cybersecurity, data science, 
environmental science, math and other science students for 
direct matriculation into STEM Ph.D. programs or for 
direct entry into graduate health professional schools. 
Selected scholars are first-generation undergraduates, college 
students with financial need, or members of minority 
groups traditionally underrepresented in these fields. The 
program builds on Winthrop’s historical role of providing 
higher education opportunities to all students. Winthrop is 
very proud of its ability to recruit and maintain a diverse 
campus community.  It values national caliber 
undergraduate experiences, but preserves a personalized 
environment where faculty and staff get to know students 
on a first name basis. Eagle STEM Scholars will serve as 
scientists, engineers, industry leaders and educators 
prepared to keep the nation’s economy strong in an 
increasingly global environment.  

What defines the Winthrop Eagle 
STEM Scholars Program?
The Winthrop Eagle STEM Scholars Program is a student-
centered program that provides science majors with the 
individual support and undergraduate research experience 
required to successfully transition into graduate programs 
in basic science disciplines and ultimately health-related 
research careers. The program aims to accomplish this by:

1. Facilitating the transition from high school to college

2. Involving students in long-term biomedical research
internships

3. Facilitating the transition from college to graduate
school

What are the program elements?
Specific Winthrop Eagle STEM Scholars 
Program elements include:
	Recruitment of motivated students with a

recommended minimum Math SAT of 590 or Math ACT 
of 25

	Financial support available to selected scholars for
use in covering cost of tuition, and room and board

	Community of like-minded
learners

 Participation in the Summer
Bridge Program

 Early move-in allows STEM
Scholars to get settled on
campus before others arrive.

 During Summer Bridge, Eagle
STEM Scholars share a
common residence hall floor;
upper-class resident advisers
plan social and academic
programs.

 Scholars complete an Eagle
STEM professional seminar
series during freshmen year.

 Scholars participate in Eagle
STEM community service
activities and social outings.

 Winthrop’s Eagle STEM
program office and staff are
adjacent to science classrooms.

	Highly-structured academic
support during freshman and
sophomore years
 Incoming Eagle STEM

Scholars are paired with an
upper-class peer adviser to
assist with academic and social
adjustments to college.

 Study halls for Eagle STEM
Scholars are held during
freshmen year; tutors are
available to enhance Eagle
STEM scholar academic
performance in chemistry,
mathematics and writing.

 Eagle STEM staff monitor
academic progress and meet
with each student biweekly.

 Eagle STEM Scholars meet
with a faculty academic
advisor every semester.

Summer and Academic 
Year Research Experience
Scholars will spend two years 
conducting research in cutting 

edge research labs.
Scholars will attend national, 

state or local scientific 
conferences.

Scholarships / Stipends
Selected scholars may receive a 

financial package.
Paid summer research 

assistantships will be available.

Community of Scholars and 
Academic Support

Scholars will share common 
campus experiences that foster 

unity.
Program advisers and faculty 

advisers will provide academic 
support to scholars.
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l	Comprehensive research experiences required
during both junior and senior years

 By junior year, Eagle STEM Scholars will be
expected to join a lab group and to become
actively engaged in a cutting-edge research project
under the mentorship of a biochemistry, biology,
chemistry, computer science, or math faculty
member.

 Scholars will be expected to make oral
presentations and to write research reports
detailing specific aims established, scientific
methods used, and lab results obtained.

 During junior and senior years, scholars will
attend national, state or local scientific
conferences. Seniors will be expected to present
research results at these conferences.

Is Winthrop a good school if I want 
to go into the sciences?
In recent years, Winthrop science students matriculated 
into science Ph.D. programs at schools that included UF, 
UMB, UVA, VCU, Auburn University,  Case Western, 
Clemson, Dartmouth, Duke, Harvard, Johns Hopkins, 
MUSC, Notre Dame, USC, Vanderbilt, Virginia Tech, 
and Wake Forest. Each of these programs provided 
graduate fellowships designed to cover tuition and living 
expenses for each student.  Completion of Winthrop’s 
rigorous science curriculum and national caliber research 
participation were key factors in these successful student 
outcomes.

What are the 
requirements 
for the Eagle STEM 
Scholars program?
The Eagle STEM Scholars Program 
seeks motivated and well-prepared 
high school science students from 
across South Carolina, from the 
Charlotte region, and from all major 
metropolitan areas along the Eastern 
seaboard.  Applicants will strongly 
benefit from completing an 
advanced or AP/IB course in 
mathematics, chemistry, physics, or 
biology and should also have a 
strong GPA and math SAT/ACT 
score. Applications are accepted 
during the senior year of high school 
with a priority deadline of February 
15.




