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 10.1: Audit & Finance Committee – Mr. Todd Garrett  
- 2014-15 Accountability Update 

 

  A. Audit & Finance Committee Update 
The Committee will provide information and receive input from Board members on the 
following: 
-Items that are currently before the committee that have not been brought forward to 
the Board;  
-Future topics the committee plans to bring forward; and  
-What is needed to move the item forward? 

Information 

 10.2: Policy & Personnel Committee – Mr. Tripp Wiles   

  A. Policy Committee Update 
The Committee will provide information and receive input from Board members on the 
following: 
-Items that are currently before the committee that have not been brought forward to 
the Board;  
-Future topics the committee plans to bring forward; and  
-What is needed to move the item forward? 

Information 

  B. Policy JIH – Student Interrogations, Searches and Arrests – 2nd Reading 
The Board will consider a recommendation to approve the second reading of policy JIH. 

Action 

  C. Policy GCQC – Resignation of Teachers – 1st Reading 
The Board will consider a recommendation to approve the first reading of policy GCQC. 

Action 

  D. Policy DFAC – Fund Balance – 1st Reading 
The Board will consider a recommendation to approve the first reading of policy DFAC. 

Action 

 10.3: Strategic Education Committee – Rev. Chris Collins  
  A.  Strategic Education Committee Update 

The Committee will provide information and receive input from Board members on the 
following: 
-Items that are currently before the committee that have not been brought forward to 
the Board;  
-Future topics the committee plans to bring forward; and  
-What is needed to move the item forward? 

Information 

  B. Textbook Adoption Ms. Solange Brewer 
The Board will consider a recommendation to approve the Textbook Adoption. 

Action 

XI. POTENTIAL CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
XII. NEW BUSINESS 
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ACADEMIC AND INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 
APRIL 27, 2015 

 
SUBJECT: 
Board adoption of instructional materials:  Textbooks for High School Economics, 6th 
and 7th grade Social Studies, Agriculture, and 2nd – 5th grade Handwriting.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
In the fall of 2014, the South Carolina Board of Education adopted a recommended list 
of instructional materials (including textbooks) for the 2015 – 2016 school year.  In 
accordance with policy IJJ-R, CCSD initiated a process to review and recommend 
materials for use in local schools.  Teachers and administrators implemented the 
review process which is designed to select the most instructionally effective materials 
for students.  Alignment of the curriculum standards is a major element of the review 
process.   
 
Teacher Review Committees composed of content specific representatives conducted 
in-depth reviews of the materials and attended the State Caravan and vendor displays, 
where they had an opportunity to ask questions of the publishers’ representatives.  The 
teachers, public, and the community were provided opportunity at each school to 
further review the materials.  Evaluation forms were submitted to the selection 
committees where they reviewed all forms, tallied the teacher, public, and community 
votes, and used that data along with committee discussion to select the instructional 
materials they recommend as best meeting the needs of students and teachers.   
 
Citizens and parents had opportunities to review the instructional materials and to 
provide comments via the Parent/Citizen evaluation form.  The Public Review of 
proposed instructional materials did not yield any negative feedback and their 
evaluations were tallied in the final vote.   
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Reaffirmation of the recommended instructional materials will permit the following 
activities to begin: 

• The CCSD Textbook Coordinator will notify all schools of the approved 
instructional materials. 

• The CCSD Textbook Coordinator will notify the S.C. Department of Education of 
the Charleston County selections to ensure adequate inventory at the State 
Textbook Depository. 

• Principals will pre-order instructional materials from the state textbook 
depository in May to ensure timely arrival for fall. 

• Staff in the Department of Academic and Instructional Support will develop in-
service workshops on the appropriate implementation of the new instructional 
materials.   

 
 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Reaffirm the instructional materials recommended for use in Charleston County School 
District for the Economics, Agriculture, 6th and 7th grade Social Studies, and 
Elementary (2-5) Handwriting.   
 
 
FUNDING SOURCE/COST: 
South Carolina Department of Education 
 
FUTURE FISCAL IMPACT: 
None 
 
DATA SOURCES: 
Textbook Selection Committee, Teacher Review Committees, Curriculum Specialists, 
SC Department of Education, and evaluation forms from the public, community 
members, and teachers.   
 
PREPARED BY: 
Solange Brewer, District Textbook Coordinator 
 
REVIEWED BY LEGAL SERVICES 
N/A 
 
REVIEWED BY PROCUREMENT SERVICES 
N/A 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

1.  Instructional Materials Adoption Recommendations 
 
  

 



ACADEMIC AND INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ADOPTION RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

2nd – 5th grade Handwriting 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Handwriting, Zaner-Bloser 
 
The CCSD Handwriting Textbook Review committee tallied all of the ratings and 
feedback forms submitted by teachers and (in some cases) a whole-school staff 
recommendation. 
 
The clear choice for adoption is the Zaner-Bloser Handwriting textbook and ancillary 
materials. Reasons given include the following: 

• Zaner-Bloser is a reliable, well-known program - and some schools have actually 
continued using some of the materials from the old text series. 

• The Zaner-Bloser textbook includes a device compatible "app" that would allow 
students to engage in some of the handwriting exercises digitally. Teachers felt 
as if their students would like using this resource. 

• Zaner-Bloser materials are user friendly. 

 

Economics 

CP Level  

RECOMMENDATION:  
Understanding Economics, McGraw-Hill 
 
The teacher selection committee agreed by consensus that McGraw-Hill’s text, 
Understanding Economics, would be the best choice to support the high school 
Economics course for students in the CP track.  Although arranged differently, all texts 
reviewed addressed the Economics standards adequately, but the committee endorsed 
the McGraw-Hill text because of the extras, such as, additional online resources, 
distinct economic information, biographies, higher level activities and 21st Century 
Skills.  This text proved to be more engaging, interesting, interactive and teacher 
friendly while providing warm up journals and writing prompts while using the most 
updated technology available. Additional resources included are games, case studies, 
puzzles, vocabulary and videos. This text is excellent for students with access to 
computers or i-Pads.  In addition are political cartoons and links to real-world 
applications. 

 

 
 



Honors Level 

RECOMMENDATION:   
 Contemporary Economics, McGraw-Hill 
 
The McGraw-Hill book, Contemporary Economics, is well suited for an Honors level 
classroom. McGraw-Hill has worked to directly match our Economics standards, which 
are well covered in an interesting format (except for standard 1.3). Textbook resources 
include “Math in Economics’, many charts and graphs, as well as, provides power 
points for teacher use in each chapter. The online resources are relatively good and the 
digital textbook also allows the reading level to be adjusted for each student. This 
textbook has a partnership with Gale Library that CCSD has as part of our digital 
resources for the district.   

 

Social Studies 
 
Grade 6 – Early Cultures to 1600 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Discovering Our Past: A History of the World, McGraw-Hill 
 
The teachers on the textbook review and selection committee determined that the 
McGraw-Hill textbook, Discovering Our Past: A History of the World, was the best 
selection for instruction of the 6th grade Social Studies course.  In addition to the 
resources, such as, Document Based Questions, Think Like a Historian activities, 
argument writing prompts, BBC videos, great interactive maps, a remediation bar, and 
timelines that show world events and current places of study,  there were also several 
aspects of this book that appealed to the teachers in supporting struggling students, 
such as,  
 

1. Reading Essentials – The entire student book contents are re-written 2 grade 
levels lower. All the vocabulary remains the same but there are more 
parenthetical definitions and simpler sentence structure to make reading more 
accessible. Teachers could actually teach the entire course from the Reading 
Essentials supplement. These support pages are available for every chapter and 
can be used in instruction or electronically assigned so that students can work 
independently and submit them to the teacher for comments/grading. A 
determined quantity of these in print (1:4) are provided with purchase of the 
print + digital suite bundle.  

2. Guided Reading Activities – In addition, Guided Reading Activity pages are 
available and can also be assigned electronically or printed for additional 
reinforcement. 

3. Approaching Level – This modified version is the entire student edition, written 
2 levels lower for accessibility, which can be assigned to 1 or multiple students. 
Although this student text looks the same, only the teacher will know that some 
students are using the on grade level version and others, to be determined by 

 



the teacher, can be given the approaching grade level student text to increase 
understanding. 

 

Grade 7 – Contemporary Cultures: 1600s to the Present 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
Contemporary Cultures: 1600 to Present, South Carolina Edition, McGraw-Hill   
 
It was apparent to the selection committee that the writers of Contemporary Cultures: 
1600 to Present, South Carolina Edition followed the S.C. Academic Standards for 
Social Studies closely as they designed the text.  The text was well organized, provided 
activities for differentiation, addressed all content indicators more than adequately, 
added interesting biographies, and included great assessments, including Document 
Based Questions, and remediation activities embedded within the text.  The additional 
teacher resources provide direction for instruction, higher level activities for students 
that were found to be user friendly and stimulating. This textbook choice also provides 
a variety of primary and secondary sources, as well as, integrates arts and literature – 
even though it includes graphic organizers, it is somewhat lacking in graphics and 
connections to real world There are a few gaps in content, but this text provides more 
than the other offerings. 

 

 

 

 

CTE - Agriculture 

Introduction to Horticulture 

Introductory Horticulture, National Geographic Learning, Inc., Cengage Learning 

The evaluation team noted this text provided clearly defined terms for student use and 
reference.  The text was designed to meet the differentiated needs of students and 
scored high on the ease of implementation.   

Agricultural Science and Technology 

AgriScience, Pearson Education, Inc., Prentice Hall 

Highly correlated to SC standards, strong visuals, and technology support were a few 
of the positives noted on this textbook.   

 



 

Equipment Operation and Maintenance 

Agriculture Mechanics:  Fundamentals and Applications, National Geographic 
Learning, Inc., Cengage Learning 

Comments from the instructor included how this would be a book he would actually 
enjoy reading.  He noted that the text covers many areas and extends beyond the 
standards.   

Nursery, Greenhouse, and Garden Center Technology 

The Commercial Greenhouse, National Geographic Learning, Inc., Cengage Learning 

The text evaluators noted that this text included strong visuals and provided real world 
connections.   

Landscape Technology 

Landscaping Principles and Practices, National Geographic Learning, Inc., Cengage 
Learning 

The state department only approved one text for adoption in this area.   

Turf and Lawn Management 

Turfgrass Science and Management, National Geographic Learning, Inc., Cengage 
Learning 

Reviewer noted that this text correlated to the standards, has a solid vocabulary 
program, and provides higher order thinking questions throughout.  



2014‐15 Accountability Update
CCSD Board of Trustees

April 27, 2015

Charles J. D’Alfonso, Ed. D.
Executive Director

Leadership, Achievement & Accountability

Laura F. Donnelly, Ph. D.
Director of Assessment & Evaluation



Accountability Systems
• Accountability Systems in place through 2014

– State: School Report Cards
• Excellent, Good, Average, Below Average, At Risk

– Federal: ESEA ratings 
• A, B, C, D, F

• 2014‐15
– Report card ratings will NOT be issued
– Report cards will show assessment results and school profile information
– ESEA grades will be the ONLY accountability ratings for schools/districts
– ESEA grades will NOT be new

• ESEA 2013‐14 grades will “carry over” to Oct.2015 ESEA (14‐15) 
ratings 

• New A+ rating (totals=98, 99, or 100 points with no substantial 
achievement gap)



Accountability Systems

• 2015‐16…
– SDE will have established new guidelines for ESEA 
calculations, so 2016 ESEA ratings should be new (i.e., 
based on 2015‐16 assessment results)

– Report card ratings will not be issued, but report cards 
will be produced

• By fall 2017, SCDE expects there will be a single, 
integrated accountability system that meets both state 
and federal requirements.



Template for 2015 State School and 
District Report Card

• Education Oversight Committee adopted template 
for 2015 state report cards in February 2015

• EOC used the Profile of the Graduate to help 
identify types of information to be reported on 
the November 2015 report card









Web Sites Related to
Testing Spring 2015



Template for 2014‐15 Report Card Approved by 
Education Oversight Committee – Feb. 9, 2015



Template for 2014‐15 Report Card Approved by 
EOC – Feb. 9, 2015 (continued)



Template for 2014‐15 Report Card 
Approved by EOC – Feb. 9, 2015 (cont’d)

Not sure yet which items will 
be asked for



PORTIA STONEY <portia_stoney@charleston.k12.sc.us>

Re: CAE Update
1 message

JASON SAKRAN <jason_sakran@charleston.k12.sc.us> Mon, Mar 16, 2015 at 8:49 AM
To: JESSICA BLALOCK <jessica_blalock@charleston.k12.sc.us>
Cc: PORTIA STONEY <portia_stoney@charleston.k12.sc.us>

Thanks Jessica and Portia.

Portia, I would like to be placed on the April 27 BOT meeting. 

Thanks,
Jason

On Fri, Mar 13, 2015 at 2:39 PM, JESSICA BLALOCK >k12.sc.usjessica_blalock@charleston.<  wrote:
Jason,
Per Dr. Herring, please schedule with Portia when you will provide the CAE Update and send your 
presentation to Dr. Herring the week prior for her review.

Thank you!

Jessica Blalock

Project Specialist

O ffice of the Deputy Superintendent for Academ ics
75 Calhoun Street
Charleston, SC 29401
Phone: 843-937-6465
w w w .ccsdschools.com

Excellence is our Standard

-- 
Jason A. Sakran
Charleston County School District
Director of Extended Learning and Community Education
75 Calhoun St. I Charleston SC I 29401
(843) 860-9080 (C)
(843) 937-7909 (O)
www.ccsdschools.com
www.vision2016.org
http://twitter.com/ccsdconnects
www.facebook.com/ccsdconnects

Excellence is our Standard
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