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DHEC NAMES TWO SCHOOLS AS 
‘CHAMPIONS OF THE ENVIRONMENT’

Matilda F. Dunston Elementary School, in Charleston
County School District’s (CCSD) Constituent District 4
opened its doors to students for the 2019–2020 academic
school year, and was unveiled to the general public in a
dedication ceremony December 18, 2019.

Former principal Janice Malone joined principal Cheryl
Savage, City of North Charleston Mayor Keith Summey
and Superintendent Dr. Gerrita Postlewait as
distinguished guests. District Board member Cindy
Bohn-Coats and Constituent District 4 board member
Janna Wilson were also in attendance. The Dunston
Chorus performed alongside the Distinguished
Gentlemen and Elite Ladies who led attendees in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

The new facility was funded by a “Yes” vote of the
Charleston County Education Sales and Use Tax
Referendum of 2014.

The new state-of-the-art 77,434 square foot building is a
two-story facility that sits on a six-acre site and is designed
to accommodate students in grades Childhood
Development – 5. 

It was a challenging project to design and construct given
that a significant percentage of the building was on an
active school campus. Now complete, the campus boasts
adequate parking for faculty and visitors and a larger
facility with an increase in natural lighting, play space and
an array of colorful accents for a most enjoyable learning
experience. 

Liollio Architects designed the new Dunston ES, TQ
Constructors built the school and Brownstone in
partnership with Cumming, served as the program
management firm to ensure the CCSD design
requirements, project budget, and timeline were followed.
The project started in May 2018 and was completed for
occupancy in August 2019. 

“We are thrilled to have a brand new state-of-the-art
facility that provides more resources and access for
collaborative learning throughout our school,” said
Principal Cheryl Savage. “The natural light from the
windows have really enhanced the environment and gives
a perspective to our students about what's outside in their
community.”

Distinguished Gents and Elite Ladies of Dunston recite the Pledge of Allegiance

JBE students participated in a 
sporobolus transplant field trip

Students participate in last year’s sporobolus transplant field tripA recent in-class salt marsh estuary dissection with the
marine biologists from US Fish and Wildlife Service

District leaders participate in the Service of Dedication

JBE students participate in
Wreaths Across America

District celebrates new Dunston facility 
with dedication ceremony
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JANUARY 28, 2020
Application opens

FEBRUARY 1, 2020
Choice Fair
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
(All CCSD schools participating)

FEBRUARY 28, 2020
Application closes:
4:00 p.m. for paper applications
6:00 p.m. for online submissions

APRIL 3, 2020
Acceptance notification to
families

APRIL 23, 2020
Deadline to accept or decline

For more information about School Choice 
Visit https://www.ccsdschools.com/schoolchoice

or Call 843-937-6582 

APPLICATION
WINDOW OPENS
JANUARY 28, 2020

What is School Choice?
Each school-aged child in Charleston County is assigned to a neighborhood school

based on grade level and home address. In addition, CCSD offers specialized programs,

magnets, and charter schools to which students can apply.

Who can apply for a choice school?
All students residing in Charleston County are eligible to apply. Out-of-county residents

are required to pay tuition. Residency verification is due by June 28, 2020.

CHOICE FAIR
Visit one of these four locations near you:
• Laing Middle 

• C.E. Williams Middle 

• North Charleston High

• St. John’s High 

2nd Annual Gingerbread with the Principal:

Building a Better Foundation

Contestants building their gingerbread
creations

Gingerbread with the Principal contest winners from left to right (front row): 
Monique Levine, Cristelto Gonzalez and Latisha Brown

Contestants’ gingerbread houses on display

“We can’t do this without you.This is a partnership

between home and school. We are getting ready to build

a better Goodwin. Every house has a good foundation.

Today, you are going to build a gingerbread house to

represent our school in your vision of the future. 

How do you want your house to look?”

Natasha Jones, W.B. Goodwin Elementary Principal
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Gerrita Postlewait, Superintendent of Schools

Erica Taylor, Chief of Staff

Sully Witte, Communications Officer

Focus on Charleston County School
District is published for, by and about
CCSD, the state of South Carolina's
premier school district where Students are
the Heart of our Work.

FocusON CCSD

Charleston County School District does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, age, or any
other applicable status protected by federal or
state law. Questions about non-discrimination
policies should be sent to Charleston County
School District, 75 Calhoun Street,
Charleston, SC 29401. 

Engaging Creative Minds (ECM), a local
educational nonprofit that promotes Arts
Integration in area schools, traveled to Buist
Academy and Burke High School Wednesday,
December 18, 2019, to surprise the O2
Fitness Charleston Youth Marathon® t-shirt
design contest winners. 

The first-place winner, was Alex Eastman, a
sixth grade student at Buist Academy. He
received a check for $100 and his design will
be featured on the Youth Marathon®

t-shirt. 

Second place winner Louise Martin, a sixth
grader at Buist Academy, received a check
for $50. The third place winner was Aysha
Bowens, a Burke senior who was recently
accepted to North Carolina Agricultural and
Technical State University. She received a
check for $25. 

As in years past, the official charitable partner
for the O2 Fitness Charleston Marathon®

race is ECM. 

ECM partners with local artists and art
organizations to provide unique educational
programming for Kindergarten through
eighth grade. This year they are in 22
schools across Berkeley, Charleston, and
Dorchester counties and will impact over
10,000 students. 

In addition to supporting ECM programs,
the Charleston Marathon® also distributes
grants to local schools and classrooms
through funds received from the race. In its
10th year, the O2 Fitness Charleston
Marathon® is expected to see continued
growth in its participation numbers. 

Starting in downtown Charleston (full and
half marathons) and North Charleston
(Shrimp & Grits 5K® and Youth
Marathon®), all four races will finish at
Riverfront Park, the site of the post-race
celebration. 

Representatives of The InterTech Group Foundation contacted the guidance department at Zucker Middle School in order to identify families the

company’s foundation could assist. The guidance counselor helped InterTech Group Foundation to identify 20 families that were in need of assistance

during the holidays and to get a “wish list” from all of the family members. With funding from the foundation and those wish lists, everyone in the office

adopted and shopped for a family. Before the Charleston County School District’s winter break, bags of gifts for each person were delivered to the school

along with a box of food, hygiene and cleaning products for each family. The products for the families are purchased from the Lowcountry Food Bank.

INTERTECH GROUP HELPS 20 ZUCKER
FAMILIES OVER THE HOLIDAYS

O2 Fitness Charleston

Youth Marathon® t-shirt

design contest winners

Three CCSD students awarded by Engaging Creative Minds

Winning design by Alex Eastman Second place design by Louise Martin Third place design by Aysha Bowens

Karolyn Belcher named Chief Academic Officer for CCSD
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