
Focus ON CCSD
News for, by and about Charleston County School District,

the state of South Carolina’s premier school district where Students are the Heart of Our Work.

Volume 2   | Edition 5   | May 2019

JAYUNTAY WILLIAMS NAMED 
DISTRICT TEACHER OF THE YEAR

“I want to be a representative to the
students and educators. I hope I make the
students as proud as they have made me.” 

Jayuntay Williams
Charleston County School District Teacher of the Year
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Jayuntay Williams

CCSD Superintendent Dr. Gerrita Postlewait and District Teacher of the Year Jayuntay Williams

Jayuntay Williams, a math teacher at West Ashley Middle -
Advanced Studies Magnet, was beyond shocked when his name was
called this evening in front of hundreds of his colleagues, the
Charleston County School District Board of Trustees, leadership,
district partners, and sponsors at the annual Teacher of the Year
(TOY) Celebration Dinner.

Selected from over 80 school-based TOY’s, Williams will help lead
the CCSD Teacher of the Year Roundtable during the 2019-2020
school year. He will also receive a one-year lease to drive a BMW
thanks to Rick Hendrick of Charleston. 

The seven-year teacher is humbled by the honor of representing his
colleagues as the overall winner.

“I want to be a representative to the students and educators,” said
Williams. “I hope I make the students as proud as they have made me.”

Williams follows 2018 honoree, Stephanie Haecherl of Maimie P.
Whitesides Elementary School, on the acclaimed list of CCSD 

Teachers of the Year. 

Williams and other five finalists were selected through a multi-step
process that began with a review of their applications by the outgoing
Teacher of the Year Roundtable. Once the finalists were chosen, each
of the five teachers gave a tour of their school to a panel of judges,
provided a model lesson to be critiqued, and participated in a
thorough interview process.

Finalists for 2019 CCSD Teacher of the Year included runner-up
Melissa Reese (Murray-LaSaine Elementary School), Erin Bua
(James B. Edwards Elementary School), Jamie Costner (Laing
Middle School), and Shantia Wilder (Chicora Elementary School).

West Ashley ASM Principal Brant E. Glover is excited that Williams
will have a bigger platform

“This will allow him to showcase his style of teaching across the
district and the state,” said Glover. “I know he is eager and hopefully
he can make some waves and make changes.”

Becoming an educator
Williams was driven as a young boy to work hard, and that hard
work paid off. He was the Valedictorian of his high school class in
Denmark, SC. He credits that to the support and motivation that
came from his parents.

He lives his passion everyday by teaching students the connection
between hard work and achieving goals.

Also, Williams’ participation in the Call Me M.I.S.T.E.R program
is what he said was most influential in him finishing his
undergraduate work in education.  

Call Me M.I.S.T.E.R. (Mentors Instructing Students Toward
Effective Role Models) is an initiative to increase the pool of available
teachers from a broader and more diverse background, particularly
among the state's lowest performing elementary schools. 

Through the program at Claflin University, he participated in
teacher education undergraduate programs that lead to teaching
licensure and job placement.

Williams will be the featured guest at Educators’ Night at the
RiverDogs’ game on May 17, 2019 at Joseph P. Riley, Jr. Park. Before
the game, Williams will take a ride in the BMW and toss the
ceremonial first pitch. 
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A.C. CORCORAN ELEMENTARY 
Miriam Hood-Riley

ACADEMIC MAGNET HIGH
Carol Hurt

ANGEL OAK ELEMENTARY
Jillian Bruton

ASHLEY RIVER CREATIVE ARTS ELEMENTARY
Jennifer Waldron

BAPTIST HILL MIDDLE-HIGH
Bowling Bailey 

BELLE HALL ELEMENTARY
Elizabeth Murray

BUIST ACADEMY
Christopher Garner

BURKE HIGH
Micah Brown

C.E. WILLIAMS MIDDLE
Jake Jones 

CAMP ROAD MIDDLE
Jessi Kaasa

CAROLINA PARK ELEMENTARY
Samantha Shealy

CHARLES PINCKNEY ELEMENTARY
Stacey Lewis

CHARLESTON CHARTER FOR MATH AND SCIENCE
Meredith Temples

CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
Alea McKinley

CHARLESTON DEVELOPMENT  ACADEMY
Juanita Seabrook

CHARLESTON PROGRESSIVE ACADEMY
Helen Muhammad

CHICORA ELEMENTARY
Shantia Wilder

DANIEL JENKINS ACADEMY
Jaime Thompson

DEER PARK MIDDLE
Alana Lewis

DRAYTON HALL ELEMENTARY
Jeanne Livingston

E.B. ELLINGTON ELEMENTARY
Jessica Ross

EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL
Jennifer Houston

EDITH L. FRIERSON ELEMENTARY
Deborah Barrineau

EDMUND A. BURNS ELEMENTARY
Ashley Perry

ESOL DEPARTMENT
Madeline McMillan

GARRETT ACADEMY OF TECHNOLOGY 
Bridget Anderson

GIFTED AND TALENTED
Catheryne Porter

GREG MATHIS CHARTER HIGH
Narda Young

HARBOR VIEW ELEMENTARY
Erica Janowicz

HAUT GAP MIDDLE
Krista Begley 

HUNLEY PARK ELEMENTARY
Lisa Cowan 

JAMES B. EDWARDS ELEMENTARY
Erin Bua 

JAMES ISLAND CHARTER HIGH
Lorne Gerard Walker

JAMES ISLAND ELEMENTARY
Holly Kirby

JAMES SIMONS ELEMENTARY
Jessica Wilson

JANE EDWARDS ELEMENTARY
Katelyn Siggelkow-Goodale

JENNIE MOORE ELEMENTARY
Tricia Scanga

JERRY ZUCKER MIDDLE
Shnickqua Mustipher

JULIAN MITCHELL ELEMENTARY
Amanda Nagy

LADSON ELEMENTARY
Angela Broughton

LAING MIDDLE
James Costner

LAMBS ELEMENTARY
Clair Forsberg

LAUREL HILL PRIMARY
Jamie Rogers

LIBERTY HILL ACADEMY
Milini Grant Deas

MALCOLM C. HURSEY ELEMENTARY
Leeann Sullivan

MAMIE P. WHITESIDES ELEMENTARY
Laura Akin

MARY FORD ELEMENTARY
Janet Moody

MATILDA F. DUNSTON PRIMARY
Lauren Williams

MEETING STREET ACADEMY AT BRENTWOOD
Alison Perez

MEMMINGER ELEMENTARY
Amber Inabinet

MIDLAND PARK PRIMARY
Katrina Wilson

MILITARY MAGNET ACADEMY
Victoria Kettula

MINNIE HUGHES ELEMENTARY
Andriette Dent

MORNINGSIDE MIDDLE
Quansetrenia Roberts

MOULTRIE MIDDLE
Michelle Nichols

MT. PLEASANT ACADEMY
Kathleen Meyer

MT. ZION ELEMENTARY
Eleanor Whaley

MURRAY-LASAINE ELEMENTARY
Melissa Reese

NORTH CHARLESTON CREATIVE ARTS ELEMENTARY
Bianca Brown-Whaley

NORTH CHARLESTON ELEMENTARY
Erika Lerro

NORTH CHARLESTON HIGH
Melanie McGrath

NORTHWOODS MIDDLE
Tonya Lawson 

OAKLAND ELEMENTARY
Latasha Singleton

PEPPERHILL ELEMENTARY
Melissa Doyle

PINEHURST ELEMENTARY
Lauren Roche 

PRESTIGE PREPARATORY ACADEMY
Jackie Fickling

R.B. STALL HIGH
Danielle Rhoads

SANDERS-CLYDE ELEMENTARY
Jasmine Aye

SPRINGFIELD ELEMENTARY
Brittany Bendt

ST. ANDREW'S SCHOOL OF MATH AND SCIENCE
ELEMENTARY
Kevin Forse 

ST. JAMES-SANTEE ELEMENTARY-MIDDLE
Anderia Blanchard

ST. JOHN'S HIGH
Leigh Taylor

STILES POINT ELEMENTARY
Gerrie Martin

STONO PARK ELEMENTARY
Joanne Benson

SULLIVAN'S ISLAND ELEMENTARY
Caroline Rambo

THOMAS C. CARIO MIDDLE
Richard Morvin 

W. B. GOODWIN ELEMENTARY
Kelly Clements

WANDO HIGH
Patrick Martin

WEST ASHLEY HIGH
Mollie Soto

WEST ASHLEY MIDDLE ADVANCED STUDIES
MAGNET
Jayuntay Williams

ADDITIONAL HONOREES

Going the Extra Mile Award
Samuel Duncan

S.C. State Teacher of the Year Finalist
Stephanie Haecherl 

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S !

Teachers of the YearTeachers of the Year
CHARLESTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

T H A N K S
TO OUR SPONSORS
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2019 Teacher of the Year 
T O P  F I V E  F I N A L I S T S

ERIN BUA
PUTS THE
SPARKLE IN
LEARNING

“Students are the heart of my work. It’s not just a saying. I really do live
that. It is ingrained in me as a person, and that is why I do what I do.
My job is to create global leaders and have them ready for the future.”

Erin Bua
James B. Edwards Elementary School Counselor

JAMES
COSTNER
BRINGS
CREATIVITY
TO LEARNING

“All I think about is ‘what can I do to help every single person here,’
and I keep that in perspective to make sure that I am doing everything
I can for those kids.”

James Costner
Laing Middle School of Science and Technology Math and Honors 
Pre-Algebra Teacher

Melissa Reese 
Murray-LaSaine Elementary School Montessori Teacher

“I want everyone to be kind and helpful. I teach children the
importance of growing up to be successful, productive members of
society. I hope that they go and change the world.”

MELISSA REESE
BUILDS
RELATIONSHIPS
WITH STUDENTS
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Gerrita Postlewait, Superintendent of Schools

Erica Taylor, Chief Officer, Strategy & Communications

Sully Witte, Communications Officer

Focus on Charleston County School
District is published for, by and about
CCSD, the state of South Carolina's
premier school district where Students are
the Heart of our Work.

FocusON CCSD

Charleston County School District (CCSD)
2018/2019 Teachers of the Year were treated to a
guided tour of the State House in Columbia, S.C.
and recognized on both the House of
Representatives and Senate floors Wednesday,
March 20, 2019. 

Members of the Charleston County Legislative
Delegation met individually with over 50 CCSD
teachers to discuss education reform and topics
such as wage and retention.

CCSD Chief of Staff Erica Taylor organized the
event to not only showcase the district’s Teachers
of the Year, but to introduce them to the state’s policy makers that represent Charleston County.

“It is important that all of us on the district level advocate for our teachers so that they are not hindered in advocating for our students, which are
the heart of our work,” said Taylor. “It is important that our teachers feel empowered to work with legislators. An honest assessment of what has
succeeded and failed and a deep understanding of what can be done today, allows for the chance to build a public education system that works;
and our lawmakers and teaches should be partners in that.”

Charleston County School District does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, age, or any
other applicable status protected by federal or
state law. Questions about non-discrimination
policies should be sent to Charleston County
School District, 75 Calhoun Street,
Charleston, SC 29401.  

SHANTIA
WILDER GOES
ABOVE AND
BEYOND FOR
HER STUDENTS

“It is my heart’s desire to be here. I chose to work here. They are my
children, and I feel like I can make a positive impression on them. 
I treat them as my own children; I am firm but fair.”

Shantia Wilder
Chicora Elementary School Child Development Teacher

FOR JAYUNTAY
WILLIAMS
GREATNESS IS
AN OBLIGATION,
NOT AN OPTION

“Greatness is an obligation, not an option. I live by that every day and
spread that to my students. I am teaching more than math. I’m trying
to get them to see the connection between hard work and having a
passion and a vision that can be followed through.”

Jayuntay Williams
West Ashley Advanced Studies Magnet Math Teacher

2019 Teacher of the Year Top Five Finalists – continued from page 3

Teachers of the Year Tour Statehouse and Meet with  Charleston Legislative Delegation



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




