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Early Childhood Education 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

High-quality early learning provides a firm foundation for overall student achievement and is an essential 
driver for reaching first grade readiness standards. 

Last Summer, the Board of Trustees directed the District Administration to redesign CCSD early childhood 
education, including: conducting an effectiveness audit of preschool-first grade literacy and math; establishing 
a service model for learning programs and redesign of the program based on the audit; and analyze the 
progress over time of students who participated in the program. 

An Early Childhood Project Team has been working since September to develop a comprehensive plan for 
evidence-based, high-quality pre-kindergarten and kindergarten programs to substantially increase all 
learners’ readiness for first grade. 

The need for strong preschool and kindergarten programs is especially strong in Constituent District 4 (North 
Charleston) where many students start school behind academically.  

APPROVED ACTION 

● District Administration will create the Mary Ford Early Childhood and Family Engagement Center, a model 
for 4 year olds (child development) and 5 year olds (kindergarten) with universal preschool and family 
engagement center at Mary Ford Elementary opening in Fall 2020. Current students in grades 1-5 at Mary 
Ford will be zoned to attend Chicora Elementary. Chicora’s child development and kindergarten students 
will be zoned to attend Mary Ford. The center at Mary Ford will also serve eligible Early Head Start (ages 0-
2) and Head Start (age 3) with certified teachers.  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

● The Mary Ford Early Childhood and Family Engagement Center is designed as the first of the new early 
childhood education programs.  

● The Board of Trustees approved combining Lambs Elementary, Hunley Park Elementary, and Goodwin 
Elementary on one campus on the upcoming 2020 referendum list of building needs. After the new 
elementary is completed, one of the three schools vacated would be converted into the second Early 
Childhood and Family Engagement Center in District 4. 

● The Board of Trustees also approved adding a new Ladson Elementary to the upcoming 2020 
referendum list of building needs. After the new elementary is completed, the current Ladson facility 
would be converted into the third Early Childhood and Family Engagement Center in District 4. 

 

 




