
AP Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment

Welcome to AP Lit! To help you prepare for the levels and layers of analysis we will apply to each
literary text in our course, you are tasked with reading select chapters from Thomas C. Foster’s How to
Read Literature Like a Professor. In conjunction with HTRLLAP, you will choose to read THREE short
story texts from the list below. Please read the assigned chapters and complete the analysis assignment
described below. Remember that the key to this assignment is to get you reading and thinking about
literature! Most importantly, have fun!

Reading Texts
You can access all texts at the hyperlinks below or find them easily to read or purchase online. All short
stories can be found online by typing in the name of the story, author, and PDF into Google.
Main Text
How to Read Literature Like Professor Thomas C. Foster
Short Story Selections

● “A Worn Path” Eudora Welty
● “Sweat” Zora Neale Hurston
● “The Garden Party” Katherine Mansfield
● “Story of an Hour” Kate Chopin
● “Hills Like White Elephants” Ernet Hemingway
● “Rappaccini’s Daughter” Nathaniel Hawthorne
● “Cathedral” Raymond Carver
● “A Rose for Emily” William Faulkner
● “Two Kinds” Amy Tan
● “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” Gabriel Garcia Marquez

The Assignment
Read the chapters of HTRLLAP in order as on the next page. As you read, highlight and annotate (add
explanatory notes to) each chapter and story. Your annotations should consist of questions, comments
(reactions), objections/arguments, connections, etc. You may also wish to take notes on anything you may
want to discuss later in class.

Both HTRLLAP and the short stories will be discussed in some capacity the first few weeks of class. You
will also receive an AP-style test and in-class project on HTRLLAP in the first few weeks of school.

For each of your three chosen short stories choose at least two separate chapters (you may choose more)
to apply from Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor. For each chapter chosen, write a
paragraph of analysis. You need to have at least eight sentences per paragraph. Use the chapters in
HTRLLAP to help guide your analysis.

Upon completion of your assignment, you will have six total analysis paragraphs (two per chosen short
story text). On the next page you will find an example paragraph and the chapter reading list for
HTRLLAP.

https://mseffie.com/assignments/professor/How%20to%20Read%20Literature%20like%20a%20Professor%202nd.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1941/02/a-worn-path/376236/
https://www.houstonisd.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=133958&dataid=193682&FileName=sweat.pdf
https://www.katherinemansfieldsociety.org/assets/KM-Stories/THE-GARDEN-PARTY1921.pdf
https://archive.vcu.edu/english/engweb/webtexts/hour/
https://faculty.weber.edu/jyoung/English%202500/Readings%20for%20English%202500/Hills%20Like%20White%20Elephants.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/english/f1124y-001/resources/Rappaccinis_Daughter.pdf
http://www.giuliotortello.it/ebook/cathedral.pdf
http://www.cje.ids.czest.pl/biblioteka/7117936-A-Rose-for-Emily.pdf
https://www.rtsd.org/cms/lib/PA01000218/Centricity/Domain/319/TwoKindsfulltext.pdf
https://www.umsl.edu/~alexanderjm/AVeryOldManwithEnormousWingsbyMarquez.pdf


Analysis Paragraph Example

Chapter from
HTRLLAP

Page Number (s)
from HTRLLAP

Short Story Connection to Story

Chapter 23: “It’s
Never Just Heart
Disease..”

146
“The Yellow Wallpaper”
Charlotte Perkins
Gilman

The narrator of “The Yellow Wallpaper” begins
by asserting, “If a physician of high standing,
and one's own husband, assures friends and
relatives that there is really nothing the
matter with one but temporary nervous
depression - a slight hysterical tendency- what is
one to do?” Here our narrator alludes to her
physical illness that has been prescribed by her
husband-physician. As the story progresses and
our narrator’s inner dialogue becomes more
fanatic and obscure, we as readers realize that
there is more to “Jane’s” illness than meets the
eye. As Foster explains, “a sufficiently
compelling metaphor can induce an author to
bring an otherwise objectionable illness into a
work” (146), even an illness such as postpartum
depression. Here, Jane’s illness is not just
depression - but also repression. Her illness, and
subsequent succumbing to it, is indicative of the
strong patriarchal hold that has been placed
upon her entire life. Until now, Jane has been
the woman in the wallpaper - caged. But, in the
final moments of the text our narrator exclaims,
“I’ve got out at last.”

HTRLLAP Chapter Reading List
I. Plot/Structure

A. Introduction
B. Chapter 1: Every Trip is a Quest (Except When It’s Not)
C. Chapter 11: ...More Than It’s Gonna Hurt You
D. Chapter 19: Geography Matters

II. Character
A. Chapter 3: Nice to Eat With You
B. Chapter 14: Yep, She’s a Christ Figure, Too
C. Chapter 22: He’s Blind for a Reason, You Know
D. Chapter 23: It’s Never Just Heart Disease

III. Symbol
A. Chapter 12: Is That a Symbol?
B. Chapter 6: ...Or the Bible
C. Chapter 15: Flights of Fancy
D. Chapter 18: If She Comes Up, It’s Baptism


