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The Rate.  The number of students in the cohort earning a standard state diploma within 

four years (numerator) is divided by the final adjusted cohort (denominator) to determine the four-

year on-time graduation rate, which is expressed as a percentage.         

 
Figure 1. Calculating CCSD’s 2007-08 Four-Year Graduation Rate 

(excludes charter schools, which are excluded in SC Department of Education graduation rate calculations) 

 

Overview of Key Issues   

 

When using this methodology, State Department of Education personnel make many decisions 

regarding classification of students and if/when categories of students or individual students are 

included or excluded.  These decision points have the potential to impact school/district graduation 

rates, either positively or negatively, which in turn impacts Report Card ratings, AYP 

determinations, improvement status, and so on.  Several key issues which have affected CCSD‘s 

graduation rates are presented below. 

  

Students with Disabilities.  Students who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) allowing 

five years to graduate and who receive a standard state diploma in those five years count as on-time 

graduates.
8
  Students who have an IEP that allows for more than five years to graduate and who 

receive a regular diploma within the period specified by IEP are not considered to have ―received a 

                                                 
8
 The student is left out of the graduation rate denominator until the next year, thereby allowing them five years. 

Enrolled during 

2007-08 & 9GR = 

2004-05 or is blank 

04-05, 05-06, 06-07 

official dropout & 

9GR = 2004-05 or  

is blank 

Build the Cohort 

Adjust the Cohort 

+ 
04-05, 05-06, 06-07 

early graduates and 

9GR = 2004-05 

Enrolled in  

2006-07 & 9GR = 

2004-05, but not 

enrolled in 07-08 

Determine the Graduates 

Initial Cohort 

from above 

Documented 

transfers to other 

schools/districts 
- - 

Deceased  

Students 

Documented  

transfers to Adult 

Ed diploma track 
- 

+ + 

Calculate the 4-Year Graduation Rate 

Initial 

Cohort = 

= 

Students not 

graduating 

in 4-years; 

still enrolled 

Dropouts 

during 

the 4-year 

period 

Receiving  

certificates  

(not standard  

diplomas) 

-

 

- - = 

Total 

Graduates 

1,769 
(Numerator) 

Adjusted 

Cohort 

2,423 
(Denominator) 

 

 X 

  

Adjusted 

Cohort 

from 

above 

Total 2007-08  

4-Year On-time  

Graduates 

1,769 

Total Adjusted 

Cohort 

2,423 
= 

2007-08 

 4-Year  

on-time  

Grad Rate 

73.0% 

Transfers 

to Adult 

Ed GED 

track 

- 
Unknown 

status; un- 

documented 

transfers 

- 



 

 6 

regular diploma within the standard number of years‖ and as such, are not considered graduates for 

the graduation rate.
9
  However, IDEA states that students with disabilities have until age 21 to get 

their state diploma. 

 

In Charleston County, when a student‘s disability prohibits him/her from earning a state high school 

diploma, the exit options available are a CCSD Employment Diploma for Students with Disabilities 

or a Certificate of Completion.
10

   These locally sanctioned options are not considered valid 

diplomas in graduation rate calculations.  This puts South Carolina at an automatic disadvantage 

when compared to other states.
11

   Rates at seven CCSD schools (26 students) were impacted by 

locally-issued certificates. 

 

General Educational Development.   CCSD‘s Adult Education program offers both a 

General Educational Development (GED) and a high school diploma track.  Prior to 2006-07, 

students who transferred to Adult Education on a diploma track and received a diploma were 

counted as a graduate of their home school; students who transferred to the GED track counted as a 

non-graduate for their home school.  As of 2006-07, students who transferred to the Adult 

Education diploma track are removed from the home school‘s denominator, while students 

transferring to the GED track remain in the home school‘s denominator and are counted as non-

graduates.  Under this procedure, home schools do not receive ―credit‖ for diploma-track students 

who are on-time graduates, yet are penalized for the GED-track students. 

 

Transfers.  Students are included in the graduation rate denominator of the school where 

they are enrolled on the first day of HSAP testing.  Take for example a student whose first year in 

ninth grade was 2004-05 and who is enrolled in School A for the 2004-05, 2005-06, and 2006-07 

school years, then transfers to School B during the last semester of 2007-08.  The SDE will look for 

this student to be an ―on-time‖ graduate from School B; if the student does not graduate in 2007-08, 

it will count against School B‘s graduation rate.  

 

Data Quality.   Data errors can result in students being pulled into a cohort ―before their 

time.‖   The SASI enrollment process allows searching for a student by name which can result in 

selecting and pulling in the wrong student into a school‘s database.  For example, a school clerk 

selects and enrolls the wrong student (e.g., selecting between two students with the same name) and 

later catches the error.  To correct the error, the clerk must ―no-show‖ the incorrect record and then 

activate the correct one, which results in a no-show record with a blank 9GR.  This no-show record 

will then be pulled into the graduation rate denominator, even if the grade level is outside 9-12. 

 

Documentation Requirements.   The current documentation requirements associated with 

removing students from the graduation rate denominator are burdensome to schools and districts. 

Private schools, out-of-state schools, or schools overseas are not aware of or accountable to the 

SDE‘s documentation requirements.  Schools in other states often do not understand the urgency 

and rigidity of documentation requests because their state has not interpreted NCLB requirements as 

strictly.  Significant time and expense are often invested in locating transfer students.  

                                                 
9
 This is not the case across the country: in Wyoming these students would be considered high school graduates. 

10
 Both are locally sanctioned exit options. The Employment Diploma is an option designed primarily for students with 

mild to moderate disabilities.  Students must earn 24 Employment Diploma credits and complete an Employment 

Portfolio. The Certificate of Completion is designed primarily for students requiring basic instruction that fosters daily 

living skills and whose disabilities limit their ability to master grade level academic contents.  Students are expected to 

earn 24 credits and reach 70% of goals stated in their IEP. 
11

 Other states (e.g., New York) include GED and Special Education students as graduates. See http://schools.nyc.gov 
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Additionally, documentation requirements differ greatly between SDE departments.  For example, 

for the dropout rate, notification of transfer by a ―responsible adult,‖ such as a parent or school 

official, is sufficient documentation for the Office of Safe Schools and Youth Services.  For the 

graduation rate, the SDE Office of Research requires that such transfers be documented by an 

official records request on appropriate school letterhead.   The rigidity of documentation 

requirements (e.g., school letterhead vs. faxed or emailed request) makes obtaining proper 

documentation time-consuming and difficult.  Additionally, printouts from the state‘s Student 

Unique Numbering System (SUNS) website are not considered sufficient documentation that a 

student is enrolled elsewhere in the state. 

 
 

 

Section II: District Graduation Rates for 2007-08
12

 
 
On-Time Graduation Rate 
 
The 2007-08 district cohort had a membership count of 2,423.  Of those, 1,769, or 73.0%, received 

state high school diplomas within four years.  Table 1 below and Figure 2 on the following page 

present a summary of graduation rates by demographic groups.  Tables in Appendix A provide 

detailed graduation data by school, including analyses by gender, race/ethnicity, and lunch/meals 

program participation. 
 
 Graduation Rate by Gender. A gender gap can be seen in the graduation rates for the 

cohort class of 2008. These data support a large body of literature dedicated to gender differences in 

graduation rates which indicates that females are graduating at a higher rate than their male 

counterparts. As seen here, of the 1,262 female members of the class of 2008, 77.3% obtained 

standard high school diplomas. The graduation rate for males of this cohort class is lower at 68.4%. 
 

Graduation Rate by Race/Ethnicity.  Data for the cohort class of 2008 also indicate 

pronounced differences in graduation rates by ethnicity.
13

  These data illustrate that White students 

have the highest graduation rate at 84.1%, followed by ‗Other‘ at 73.2%.  Black students in this 

cohort show the lowest graduation rate at 64.7%. 
 

                                                 
12

 Figures here exclude charter schools, which are excluded in SC Department of Education graduation rate calculations. 
13

 Due to small numbers, Asian (n=49), Hispanic (n=46), and Other (n=17) ethnicities are grouped as ‗Other‘. However, 
this grouping masks the wide gap between Asian and Hispanic students.  At 89.8%, Asian students have the highest 
graduation rate of all CCSD students, while the rate for Hispanic students is 52.2%, lower than that of any other group. 
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Table 1.  Summary of Graduation Rates by Student Subgroup, 2007-08 
 

 
Number 

Graduated 

Number in 

Cohort 

Percent 

Graduated 
Gender    
Male 794 1,161 68.4% 
Female 975 1,262 77.3% 

Ethnicity/Gender    
Black/African-American 854 1,320 64.7% 

 Male 344 600 57.3% 
 Female 510 720 70.8% 
White/Caucasian 833 991 84.1% 
 Male 413 504 81.9% 
 Female 420 487 86.2% 
Other  82 112 73.2% 
 Male 37 57 64.9% 
 Female 45 55 81.8% 

Lunch Program/Ethnicity    
Yes (Free/Reduced) 653 1,022 63.9% 

 Black/African-American 593 916 64.7% 
 White/Caucasian 42 71 59.2% 
 Other 18 35 51.4% 
No (Full Pay) 1,116 1,401 79.7% 
 Black/African-American 261 404 64.6% 
 White/Caucasian 791 920 86.0% 
 Other 64 77 83.1% 

All Students 1,769 2,423 73.0% 

 

Graduation Rate by Gender and Race/Ethnicity.  When ethnicity results are broken down 

by gender, patterns of gender differences emerge.  For each ethnicity group, graduation rates for 

females exceed those for males, but the differences within the Black and Other categories are 

substantial (a 14 percentage point advantage for Black females compared to Black males; a 17 

percentage point advantage for Other females compared to Other males).  For White students, the 

graduation rate for females is only 4 percentage points higher than that for males.  As these data 

show, African-American males have the lowest graduation rate at 57.3%.  White female students in 

this cohort have the highest graduation rate at 86.2%. 

 

Graduation Rate by Lunch/Meals Program Participation and Race/Ethnicity.  Data for 

the cohort class of 2008 also indicate pronounced differences in the graduation rates by students‘ 

lunch program status (eligible for free/reduced meal prices).   Of the 1,022 lunch program 

participants in the 2008 cohort, 63.9% obtained standard high school diplomas.   The graduation 

rate for non-participants is substantially higher, at 79.7%.  When lunch program results are broken 

down by ethnicity, Black students have about the same graduation rate (65%) regardless of whether 

they are lunch program participants.  However, significant differences between free/reduced lunch 

participants compared to full pay students exist for the Black and Other ethnicity categories (e.g., 

among White students, lunch program participants have a graduation rate of 59% compared to 86% 

for full pay lunch students, a difference of 27 percentage points). 
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Figure 2.  Graduates and Non-Graduates by Demographic Subgroups 

 

Graduation Rate by School.  Rates across high schools ranged from 34.4% (North 

Charleston) to 100% (Academic Magnet).  Eight of CCSD‘s thirteen high schools attained a four-

year on-time graduation rate of 75% or above.   

 

Alternative Calculations 

 

Not surprisingly, there are often misconceptions among both educators and the general public about 

what is meant by the term ―graduation rate.‖  One interpretation, identified here as ‗Senior Class 

Graduation Rate,‘ is presented below merely to illustrate one common misconception.    

 

 Senior Class Graduation Rate.  One public perception of the graduation rate definition is: 

―How many seniors completed their requirements and graduated this year?‖  Data for the 2,717 

students who were 12
th

 graders
14

 during 2007-08 were analyzed to explore this interpretation.  Of 

these students, 2,060 (75.8%) graduated with a standard state diploma within four years and an 

additional 91 seniors (3.3%) were graduating after five, six, or seven years in high school (77 

students, 13 students, and 1 student, respectively).  Employment or Completion Certificates were 

earned by 95 students (3.5%).  Therefore, of the 2,717 students who were 12
th

 graders in 2007-08, 

82.7% (2,246) completed their requirements and graduated high school.  In addition, 31 students 

(1.1%) earned a state-issued Attendance Certificate, which indicates that they didn‘t meet one of the 

state graduation requirements (course credit requirements and passage of the high school exit 

exam). 

                                                 
14

 All totals and calculations exclude charter schools. 
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Five-Year Graduation Rates
15

.  The state of South Carolina does not currently calculate an 

official five-year graduation rate.  However, many students stay in school beyond the end of the 

traditional four year period.  Schools and districts are required to serve students until they graduate 

or reach age 21, and many of these students eventually graduate.  In addition, some students drop 

out of school but later return to finish school after the rest of their cohort.   

 

In 2007-08, a total of 91 Charleston County seniors received a regular state diploma after the year 

they were initially expected to graduate.
16

  Although these students graduated high school and 

received a standard state diploma, they are never counted as graduates for purposes of official 

graduation rates, the school or district‘s South Carolina Report Card, or the determination of 

achieving adequate yearly progress.  

 

Review of data from the end of 2008-09—what would be this cohort‘s fifth year in high school—

permits calculation of a five-year graduation rate.  An additional 77 of these students graduated in 

2008-09, resulting in a five-year graduation rate of 76.2% for the cohort class of 2008. 

 

 

Section III: The Relationship between Graduation and Dropout Rates 
 

Considerable confusion exists among both educators and the general public about the relationship 

between graduation rates and dropout rates.  The complexities that underlie each of these rates are 

further compounded by the fact the each calculation uses different definitions and methodologies. 

For this reason, the implications of these rates can easily be misinterpreted.  For example, CCSD‘s 

2007-08 graduation rate was 73.0%.  This does not mean that the remaining 27.0% are dropouts.     

Dropout rates are not the opposite of graduation rates.  The fact is that many students who are 

considered non-graduates for the graduation rate actually complete school.  To illustrate, let‘s look 

specifically at CCSD‘s 2008 graduation rate cohort, which consisted of 2,423 students who began 

ninth grade four years earlier.  In the spring of 2008, there were 1,769 seniors considered graduates 

from that incoming class using the SDE graduation rate calculation.  Who are the remaining 

students who were considered non-graduates?  

Of the 654 students considered non-graduates by the SDE:   
 13 earned a regular state diploma after the deadline to be counted in the 2008 Cohort 

 26 earned a special education Certificate of Completion  

 189 are still enrolled in school, 112 of whom are seniors in 2008-09 

 32 enrolled in Adult Education on a GED track 

 42 transferred out of the district  

 13 had a blank 9GR field
17

  

 174 (7% of the total denominator) are dropouts from over the four years encompassed by the 

2007-08 graduation rate (2004-05 to 07-08). 

                                                 
15

 In 2005 the U.S. Department of Education granted the state of Washington permission to use an extended (5-year) 

graduation rate for AYP purposes. Districts that keep complete longitudinal records of all students served, including 

those who dropped out in previous years, are permitted to submit those data for use when determining AYP.  
16

 Of these, 77 were expected to graduate in 2006-07 (five-year graduates), 13 were expected to graduate in 2005-06 

(six-year graduates), and 1 was expected to graduate in 2004-05 (seven-year graduates). 
17

 These students could be removed from the calculation if the school can provide a transcript documenting that the 

student did not start ninth grade in 2004-05. 
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 6 withdrew for other reasons, including 1 expulsion, 4 who were placed in adult corrections, and 

1 who withdrew to begin work   

 159 (7% of the total denominator) have an unknown status 
 

As seen in Figure 3 below, the group of students considered ‗non-graduates‘ in the graduation rate 

calculation, in fact, contains many students who have successfully completed or are in the process 

of completing their high school education.  

 
Figure 3. Categories of Non-Graduates in the Graduation Rate, 2008 Cohort 
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*Note: "Other" includes the following categories: Other Withdrawals (expelled students who did not 

return, students placed in adult corrections, and those who withdrew to begin work) and Blank/Wrong 9GR.  
 

 

Section IV: School Dropouts during 2007-08 
 

This section briefly explains the methodology used to calculate the dropout rate, followed by the 

district‘s dropout rates for 2007-08 and an overview of reasons for dropping out.  

 

Dropout Rate Methodology 

 

The dropout rates presented in this report are annual event dropout rates, which are calculated by 

dividing the number of students dropping out during a particular school year by the school 

enrollment
18

.  All dropout calculations are limited to grades 7 through 12.  Dropouts are identified 

through withdrawal codes (leave codes) in students‘ enrollment records, which indicate the reason 

for their withdrawal from school.  Students with withdrawal codes of either ‗W36-Dropout‘ or 

‗W20-Unknown Status‘
19

 are considered dropouts for this report.  It is important to note this 

identification method differs from the method used in previous years.  Prior to 2006-07, dropouts 

were identified using only the withdrawal code of ‗W36-Dropout‘; students whose status was 

unknown were not included in dropout counts.  The inclusion of these students results in higher 

overall numbers of dropouts in 2006-07 and 2007-08 as compared to previous years.  For ease of 

                                                 
18

 The event dropout rates presented here are limited to students dropping out during the 2007-08 school year and 

cannot be compared to the state‘s Annual Dropout Counts, which include students dropping out between school years. 
19

 The W20 code is used when the reason for a student‘s withdrawal is unknown or when the school withdraws a student 

after they have accumulated 10 or more consecutive unlawful absences.  
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comparing data across years, the multi-year tables in this report present dropout counts both as an 

overall total and separately by the two withdrawal codes. 

 

District-wide Dropout Rate 

 

A total of 809 students (4.6% of the countywide student population in grades 7-12) dropped out of 

school during 2007-08.  This figure includes 179 students with a ―Dropout‖ withdrawal code and 

630 students with a ―Status Unknown‖ withdrawal code.   

 

Students in grades 7 and 8 make up about 7% of all CCSD dropouts.  Approximately 1% (55 

students) of the student population in these grades dropped out in 2007-08.  In high schools, 754 

students dropped out in 2007-08.  This represents about 6% of the 9-12 grade student population.  

Approximately 35% of all dropouts were in ninth grade; another 29% were tenth graders.   

 

Demographics 

 

Table 2 below presents a summary of dropout rates by demographic group.  Tables in Appendix B 

provide detailed dropout data by school, including rates for the past three years and analyses by 

gender, race/ethnicity, and lunch/meals program participation. 

 

Dropout Rate by Gender. A gender gap can be seen in the dropout rates of students.  In 

2007-08, 5.6% of males in grades 7-12 were dropouts, compared with 3.9% of females.  Although 

males comprise 49% of the population, they make up 58% of the dropouts in this age group.  This 

relationship holds true at both the high school and middle school levels.   

 

 Dropout Rate by Race/Ethnicity.  Overall, 2.4% of White students dropped out in 2007-

08, compared with 6.8% of Black students and 4.2% of Other students.
20

  Although Black students 

comprise 51% of the total grade 7-12 enrollment, they make up 74% of the district‘s dropouts.   

While Black students tend to drop out at higher rates than White students in both middle and high 

school, the difference between the two groups increases during high school grades.   

 

 Dropout Rate by Lunch/Meals Program Participation.  Data for 2007-08 show a 

difference in dropout rates by students‘ lunch/meals program participation status (eligible for 

free/reduced meal prices).  As seen here, 6.1% of the 7,777 program participants in grades 7-12 

dropped out in 2007-08.  At 3.6%, the dropout rate for non-participants is lower.   

 

                                                 
20

 The ―Other‖ race/ethnicity group includes Hispanic, Indian, Asian, and Pacific Islander students. 
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Table 2.  Summary of Dropout Rates by Student Subgroup, Grades 7-12, 2007-08 

  

 
Number of 

Dropouts 

Number 

in Cohort 

Dropout Rate 

(%) 

Gender    

Male 469 8,441 5.6% 

Female 340 8,677 3.9% 

Ethnicity/Gender    

Black/African-American  597 8,795 6.8% 

 Male 349 4,180 8.4% 

 Female 248 4,615 5.4% 

White/Caucasian 175 7,450 2.4% 

 Male 104 3,810 2.7% 

 Female 71 3,640 2.0% 

Other  37 873 4.2% 

 Male 16 451 3.5% 

 Female 21 422 5.0% 

Lunch Program/Ethnicity    

Yes (Free/Reduced) 474 7,777 6.1% 

 Black/African-American 392 6,549 6.0% 

 White/Caucasian 61 795 7.7% 

 Other 21 433 4.8% 

No (Full Pay) 335 9,341 3.6% 

 Black/African-American 205 2,246 9.1% 

 White/Caucasian 114 6,655 1.7% 

 Other 16 440 3.6% 

 

 Dropout Rate by Gender and Race/Ethnicity.  When ethnicity results are broken down by 

gender, even wider gaps in dropout rates are found.  As these data show, African-American males 

have the highest dropout rate at 8.4%.  White female students have the lowest dropout rate at 2.0%.  

The gender difference within the White and Other categories is relatively small (1.5 percentage 

points or less); the largest gender difference within a race/ethnicity category is seen among Black 

students: an 8.4% dropout rate for males and 5.4% for females, a difference of 3 percentage points. 

 

 Dropout Rate by Lunch/Meals Program Participation and Race/Ethnicity.  When lunch 

program results are broken down by ethnicity, Black lunch program participants actually have a 

lower dropout rate (6.0%) than Black full pay students (9.1%).  Conversely, White lunch program 

students have a much higher rate (7.7%) than White full pay students (1.7%). 

 

 Dropout Rate by School.  Data for individual schools are provided in Appendix B.  Twelve 

schools reported having no dropouts in grades 7 and 8.  With a dropout rate of 6.4%, Sanders-Clyde 

had the highest rate among schools with middle school grades (with the exception of Special Day 

School Program).   Only one school (Academic Magnet) had no dropouts in grades 9-12.  Among high 

schools, North Charleston, Burke, and Stall had the highest dropout rates (with the exception of Greg 

Mathis Charter, Sea Islands Youth Build Charter, and the Special Day School Program). 
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Reasons for Dropping Out 

 

Students drop out of school for a variety of reasons, only some of which are known to the school.  

In some cases, this information is provided by either the student or the student‘s family.  The CCSD 

student database provides fourteen possible dropout reasons (plus an unknown status option) which 

allow schools to categorize and track the reason for student‘s dropout.  While many students‘ true 

reasons for dropping out may not be captured within these fourteen categories, this documentation 

option can provide a starting point for examining what we know about the circumstances that 

surround students leaving school.  Table 3, below, presents each category and the number of 2007-

08 dropouts documented within each.  
 

Table 3.  Dropout Reasons, 2007-08 

 

 
Number of 

Dropouts 

% of all  

2007-08 Dropouts 

Adult Corrections 2 0.2% 

Age 8 1.0% 

Emancipated by courts 0 0.0% 

Expelled, did not return 1 0.1% 

Hospital 0 0.0% 

Job 2 0.2% 

Low/failing grades 0 0.0% 

Married 0 0.0% 

Military Service 1 0.1% 

Poor attendance 182 22.5% 

Pregnancy 1 0.1% 

Rehabilitation facility 0 0.0% 

Suspended, did not return 0 0.0% 

Trade School 4 0.5% 

Unknown Status 52 6.4% 

No reason documented 556 68.9% 

Total 809 100.0% 

 

The data presented in Table 3 illustrate how little is currently known about CCSD‘s dropout 

population.  For about 75% of the dropouts in 2007-08, no information regarding the dropout reason 

is available (either no reason was documented or status was unknown).  An additional 23% of 

dropout reasons were categorized as Poor Attendance.  In many cases, this dropout reason is used 

when a student is removed from the school‘s rolls after s/he has accumulated ten or more 

consecutive unlawful absences.  These students often do not notify schools of their intent to drop 

out; instead, they simply stop coming.   

 

Section V: Summary and Conclusion 
Summary 

 
Graduation Rates 

 

Charleston County School District‘s cohort class of 2008 was comprised of 2,423 students who entered 

ninth grade for the first time in the fall of 2004 and were expected to graduate by the end of 2007-08.  

Of those, 73.0% were considered on-time graduates (i.e., received a standard high school diploma 
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within four years).  Rates across CCSD high schools ranged from 34.4% to 100%, with eight of thirteen 

high schools having an on-time graduation rate of 75% or above. 

 

Data presented in this report show wide gender, race/ethnicity, and socio-economic gaps in the 

graduation rates for this cohort. 

 Females graduated on time at a higher rate (77%) than males (68%). 

 Asian students had the highest on-time graduation rate (90%). White students graduated on time 

at a slightly lower rate (84%).  Black students had an on-time graduation rate of 65% and the 

graduation rate for Hispanic students was 52%. 

 Female African-American students graduated at a rate of 71%, while African-American males 

had a graduation rate of 57%. 

 

The 2008 overall graduation rate of 73.0% represents an increase of about 12 percentage points from the 

2006-07 rate (61.3%).  The most substantial increases were seen for male students and for African-

American students.  The graduation rate for males increased by about 15 points, from 53.6% in 2006-07 

to 68.4% in 2007-08; the rate for African-American students increased by nearly 14 points, from 51.2% 

in 2006-07 to 64.7% in 2007-08.  Review of results by gender and ethnicity reveals a 17-point gain in 

graduation rate for African-American males—from 39.9% in 2006-07 to 57.3% in 2007-08.  These 

increases are due to a variety of factors, including additional supports provided to struggling students, 

greater use of credit recovery programs, and improvements in data management and collection of 

documentation. 

 

Non-Graduates 

The remaining 27.0% of the Cohort of 2008 are considered ―non-graduates,‖ a category that is not 

synonymous with ―dropout.‖  In fact, many students who are considered non-graduates for the 

graduation rate calculation actually complete school.  Of the 654 students considered non-graduates by 

the SDE, 13 earned a regular state diploma after the deadline to be counted in the 2008 Cohort, 26 

earned a special education Certificate of Completion, 32 enrolled in Adult Education GED track, and 

189 were still enrolled in school at the end of 2007-08.  Conversely, 174 students are dropouts from over 

the four years encompassed by the 2007-08 graduation rate, 6 withdrew for other reasons (e.g., 

expulsion, adult corrections, work), and 159 have an unknown status. 

 

Annual Dropout Rates 

The dropout rates presented in this report are annual event dropout rates, which are limited to students 

dropping out during the school year21.  A total of 809 students in grades 7–12 dropped out during 2007-

08, which represents 4.6% of the countywide grade 7-12 enrollment.  

 The number of dropouts in grades 7 and 8 is relatively low, with approximately 1% of students 

in each grade dropping out.  In the high school grades, dropout rates grow from 7.0% in 9th 

grade to 7.5% in 10th grade and then decline, with grade 12 having the lowest rate (4.4%). 

 Males dropped out at a higher rate (5.6%) than females (3.9%). 

 White students had the lowest dropout rate (2.4%) while Black students had the highest rate 

(6.8%). 

 Over 75% of the 809 students had an enrollment status of ―unknown‖ and are categorized as 

dropouts.  Some may have dropped out, received a GED, or moved out of state.  

 Dropout rates for 2007-08 were slightly higher than those found in 2006-07 for both males and 

females.  The largest increase was found for African-American students, from 6.1% in 2006-07 

to 6.8% in 2007-08. 

                                                 
21

 These rates cannot be compared to the SDE‘s Annual Dropout Counts (which include students dropping out between 

school years) or the percentage of dropouts in graduation calculation (which counts students dropping out at any time 

over the four year period). 
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Conclusion 

 

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requires that all states use graduation rates as an academic 

accountability indicator, but affords substantial flexibility to states to establish procedures and 

calculation formulas based on their local interpretation of the NCLB guidance.  The resulting 

variation and the lack of universally accepted definitions for both graduation and dropout rates are 

the primary barriers in making accurate comparisons across states.   Aspects of South Carolina‘s 

local interpretation (e.g., decisions related to the handling of certain student subgroups and the 

rigidity of documentation requirements) have a significant negative impact on schools‘ Report Card 

ratings and AYP determinations, while simultaneously placing South Carolina at an automatic 

disadvantage in graduation rate comparisons with other states.    

 

The official on-time graduation rate is the end result of numerous complicated decisions and 

contributing factors, each of which will require attention in order to improve the rate of high school 

completion for all students.  The school district and individual schools will use the information 

presented herein to identify areas in need of improvement, whether that is in documentation 

practices or supportive programs for subgroups of students.  Furthermore, the information described 

in this report demonstrates the need to critically examine the current policies and practices related to 

graduation and dropout rate methodology.   It is our hope that this report will help inform the 

ongoing conversations between districts and the South Carolina State Department of Education. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

 

On-Time Graduation Rates, Cohort of 2008 

 

Rates by School, by Gender, by Race/Ethnicity Group,  

and by Lunch Program Participation 

 



TABLE A-1 
Graduation Rates, 2007-08

Denominator Numerator

SCHOOL1

Academic Magnet 100.0% 135 135 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Baptist Hill 81.2% 101 82 4 0 5 0 0 1 4 0 5
Burke 62.5% 160 100 2 0 19 4 4 0 24 0 7
Charlestowne Academy 95.2% 21 20 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Garrett Academy 95.1% 142 135 0 0 2 1 0 0 2 0 2
Greg Mathis Charter 4 2.9% 34 1 0 0 6 4 0 0 4 0 19
James Island Charter 4 84.1% 340 286 3 0 18 3 4 0 0 1 25
Lincoln 80.0% 30 24 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 1
Military Magnet 85.7% 49 42 0 0 2 2 1 0 0 0 2
North Charleston 34.4% 195 67 7 2 25 8 8 0 51 1 26
School of the Arts 96.9% 128 124 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1
Sea Islands Youth Build 
Charter 4 0.0% 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
St. John's 72.0% 75 54 3 0 5 0 0 0 5 0 8
Stall 42.6% 223 95 0 0 33 7 8 12 38 0 30
Wando 84.6% 715 605 4 7 41 7 3 0 19 2 27
West Ashley 63.7% 449 286 5 3 55 3 17 0 27 3 50
Overall CCSD 
(Excluding Charters)4 73.0% 2,423 1,769 26 13 189 32 42 13 174 6 159

Categories of "Non-graduates" in the Denominator

Other 
Withdraws3

Unknown 
Status

Adult 
Education 

GED
Still 

Enrolled Dropouts

Blank or 
Wrong 9GR

No Doc.
Late 

Graduate
Transfers
No Doc.2

4-Year 
Graduation 

Rate (%)

Standard 
State 

Diplomas
Total 

Cohort Certificates

( g ) 73.0% 2,423 1,769 26 13 189 32 42 13 174 6 159
1 Because Clark Academy operated as a program rather than a school during 2007-08, data for students attending Clark Academy are counted with their home schools.
  Separate analysis indicates that 14 of 26 Clark students graduated, for a graduation rate of 53.8%.  The 12 non-graduates fall into the following categories: 1 in Adult
  Education/GED, 1 Dropout, 9 Still Enrolled, and 1 Transfer/No Documentation.
2 Students transferred to another school, district, or state, but school is unable to obtain acceptable documentation of the transfer.
3 Includes expelled students who did not return, students placed in adult corrections, and those who withdrew to begin work or to attend home-school or a tech school.
4 Figures for charter schools (italicized) are included for informational purposes, but are excluded from the totals because the SC Department of Education excludes
  charter schools from District Report Card calculations.
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TABLE A-2
Graduation Rates by Gender, 2007-08

SCHOOL1 # Grads
Cohort 

Enrollment
Graduation 

Rate (%) # Grads
Cohort 

Enrollment
Graduation 

Rate (%)
Academic Magnet 67 67 100.00 68 68 100.00
Baptist Hill 38 49 77.55 44 52 84.62
Burke 38 62 61.29 62 98 63.27
Charlestowne Academy 8 8 100.00 12 13 92.31
Garrett Academy 51 56 91.07 84 86 97.67
Greg Mathis Charter 2 0 20 0.00 1 14 7.14
James Island Charter 2 145 181 80.11 141 159 88.68
Lincoln 14 19 73.68 10 11 90.91
Military Magnet 24 29 82.76 18 20 90.00
North Charleston 17 74 22.97 50 121 41.32
School of the Arts 42 44 95.45 82 84 97.62
Sea Islands Youth Build Charter 2 0 1 0.00 0 0 N/A
St. John's 22 30 73.33 32 45 71.11
Stall 39 117 33.33 56 106 52.83
Wando 311 376 82.71 294 339 86.73
West Ashley 123 230 53.48 163 219 74.43
Overall CCSD (Excluding Charters)2 794 1,161 68.39 975 1,262 77.26
1 Because Clark Academy operated as a program rather than a school during 2007-08, data for students attending
  Clark Academy are counted with their home schools.  Separate analysis indicates that 6 of 12 Male students
  graduated (50.00%) and 8 of 14 Female students graduated (57.14%).

Males Females

  because the SC Department of Education excludes charter schools from District Report Card calculations.

2 Figures for charter schools (italicized) are included for informational purposes, but are excluded from the totals
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TABLE A-3
Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity, 2007-08

SCHOOL1 # Grads
Cohort 

Enrollment
Graduation 

Rate (%) # Grads
Cohort 

Enrollment
Graduation 

Rate (%) # Grads
Cohort 

Enrollment
Graduation 

Rate (%)
Academic Magnet 33 33 100.00 80 80 100.00 22 22 100.00
Baptist Hill 79 96 82.29 3 4 75.00 0 1 0.00
Burke 99 159 62.26 0 0 N/A 1 1 100.00
Charlestowne Academy 10 11 90.91 9 9 100.00 1 1 100.00
Garrett Academy 127 133 95.49 7 8 87.50 1 1 100.00
Greg Mathis Charter 3 1 34 2.94 0 0 N/A 0 0 N/A
James Island Charter 3 79 99 79.80 201 235 85.53 6 6 100.00
Lincoln 24 29 82.76 0 1 0.00 0 0 N/A
Military Magnet 37 44 84.09 2 2 100.00 3 3 100.00
North Charleston 63 179 35.20 3 11 27.27 1 5 20.00
School of the Arts 29 31 93.55 84 86 97.67 11 11 100.00
Sea Islands Youth Build Charter 3 0 1 0.00 0 0 N/A 0 0 N/A
St. John's 52 68 76.47 1 4 25.00 1 3 33.33
Stall 70 169 41.42 15 35 42.86 10 19 52.63
Wando 91 139 65.47 491 548 89.60 23 28 82.14
West Ashley 140 229 61.14 138 203 67.98 8 17 47.06

Overall CCSD (Excluding Charters)3 854 1,320 64.70 833 991 84.06 82 112 73.21
1 Because Clark Academy operated as a program rather than a school during 2007-08, data for students attending Clark Academy are counted with their

Black White Other2

Because Clark Academy operated as a program rather than a school during 2007 08, data for students attending Clark Academy are counted with their
  home schools.  Separate analysis indicates that 13 of 23 Black students graduated (56.52%); 0 of 1 White students graduated (0.00%); and 1 of 2
  Other students graduated (50.00%).

3 Figures for charter schools (italicized) are included for informational purposes, but are excluded from the totals because the SC Department of Education
  excludes charter schools from District Report Card calculations.

2 'Other' race/ethnicity includes Hispanic, Indian, Asian, Pacific Islander.
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TABLE A-4
Graduation Rates by Lunch Program Participation, 2007-08

SCHOOL1 # Grads
Cohort 

Enrollment
Graduation 

Rate (%) # Grads
Cohort 

Enrollment
Graduation 

Rate (%)

Academic Magnet 14 14 100.00 121 121 100.00
Baptist Hill 69 85 81.18 13 16 81.25
Burke 81 121 66.94 19 39 48.72
Charlestowne Academy 10 11 90.91 10 10 100.00
Garrett Academy 95 101 94.06 40 41 97.56
Greg Mathis Charter 2 0 17 0.00 1 17 5.88
James Island Charter 2 57 74 77.03 229 266 86.09
Lincoln 19 22 86.36 5 8 62.50
Military Magnet 34 39 87.18 8 10 80.00
North Charleston 53 135 39.26 14 60 23.33
School of the Arts 18 20 90.00 106 108 98.15
Sea Islands Youth Build Charter 2 0 1 0.00 0 0 N/A
St. John's 39 56 69.64 15 19 78.95
Stall 59 138 42.75 36 85 42.35
Wando 63 100 63.00 542 615 88.13
West Ashley 99 180 55.00 187 269 69.52

Overall CCSD (Excluding Charters)2 653 1,022 63.89 1,116 1,401 79.66
1 Because Clark Academy operated as a program rather than a school during 2007-08, data for students attending
  Clark Academy are counted with their home schools.  Separate analysis indicates that 11 of 21 Free/Reduced Lunch
  students graduated (52.38%) and 3 of 5 Full Pay Lunch students graduated (60.00%).

Lunch Program Participants 
(Free/Reduced Lunch)

Non-Program Participants 
(Full Pay Lunch)

  because the SC Department of Education excludes charter schools from District Report Card calculations.

2 Figures for charter schools (italicized) are included for informational purposes, but are excluded from the totals
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APPENDIX B 
 

Annual Dropout Rates, 2007-2008 

 

Rates by School, by Grade Level, by Gender,  

by Race/Ethnicity Group, and by Lunch Program Participation 

 



TABLE B-1
Dropout Rates by Grade Level, 2007-08

Grade1
Number of 
Students

Percent of 
Population

Number of 
Students

Percent of 
Population

Number of 
Students

Percent of 
Population

7 3 0.11 18 0.64 21 0.75
8 7 0.23 27 0.89 34 1.12
9 54 1.33 229 5.65 283 6.98

 10 64 2.09 167 5.44 231 7.53
 11 38 1.56 98 4.02 136 5.58
 12 13 0.55 91 3.87 104 4.42

Total 179 1.01 630 3.55 809 4.56

3 Withdrawal code of W20 is the code for "withdrawn/unknown status."  This code is used when a 
student is withdrawn after accumulating 10 or more consecutive unlawful absences.  Beginning in 
2006-07, these students are included in dropout calculations.

1 Dropouts are reported for grades seven through twelve only.  "Total Percent of Population" is total 
percent of population for grades seven through twelve only.

Unknown Status (W20)3 TOTAL (W20+W36)

2 Withdrawal code of W36 is the code for a "dropout."  In reports of dropouts prior to 2006-07, this 
was the only withdrawal code used in calculating dropouts.

Dropout (W36)2
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TABLE B-2
Dropout Rates, 2005-06 to 2007-08

Schools Serving Middle Grades: 7 or 8

W36 W20

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

# of 
Dropouts

# of 
Dropouts

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

Alice Birney 2 0.42 0 6 6 1.27 0 0.00 4 0.92 4 0.92
Brentwood 6 1.37 1 4 5 1.61 2 0.72 0 0.00 2 0.72
Buist Academy 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Burke Middle 5 1.41 4 7 11 4.12 1 0.51 2 1.02 3 1.53
C.E. Williams 0 0.00 0 1 1 0.21 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Cario 0 0.00 0 18 18 2.22 0 0.00 1 0.12 1 0.12
Charleston Progressive 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Charlestowne Academy 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
East Cooper Montessori Charter3 N/A N/A 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Ft. Johnson 1 0.29 0 2 2 0.50 1 0.27 3 0.81 4 1.08
Haut Gap 0 0.00 0 2 2 1.05 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
James Island Middle 2 0.53 0 1 1 0.27 0 0.00 2 0.62 2 0.62
Jane Edwards 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Laing 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
McClellanville 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Military Magnet 1 0.40 0 1 1 0.43 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Morningside 11 2.36 0 7 7 1.71 1 0.35 3 1.05 4 1.40

W20 TOTAL (W36+W20)

2007-082005-061

SCHOOL2

2006-07

W36 TOTAL (W36+W20) W36

Morningside 11 2.36 0 7 7 1.71 1 0.35 3 1.05 4 1.40
Moultrie 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Sanders-Clyde3 N/A N/A 0 1 1 3.71 0 0.00 3 6.38 3 6.38
School of the Arts 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Schroder 0 0.00 2 0 2 0.93 0 0.00 1 0.54 1 0.54
Special Day School Program 1 2.58 0 6 6 18.95 0 0.00 17 55.85 17 55.85
St. Andrews Middle N/A N/A 0 1 1 0.37 0 0.00 5 1.65 5 1.65
West Ashley Middle 0 0.00 0 4 4 1.19 1 0.40 0 0.00 1 0.40

TOTAL MIDDLE4 29 0.44 7 61 68 1.07 10 0.17 45 0.77 55 0.94

4 The 2007-08 Total includes 8 dropouts who attended CCSD's discipline school program at Murray Hill Academy and had leave codes of W36 (4 students) or
W20 (4 students); data for these students have been removed from their home schools in this table but are included in the Total.

3 School had grade 7 in 2006-07, and grades 7 and 8 in 2007-08.

2 Multi-level schools may appear on more than one table in this report.

1 W20's were not counted as dropouts in 2005-06; prior to 2006-07, only students with a withdrawal code of W36 were counted as dropouts.
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TABLE B-3
Dropout Rates by Gender, 2007-08

Schools Serving Middle Grades: 7 or 8

SCHOOL1
# 

Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout 
Rate (%)

# 
Dropouts

Cohort 
Enrollment

Dropout 
Rate (%)

Alice Birney 2 233 0.86 2 208 0.96
Brentwood 2 125 1.60 0 146 0.00
Buist Academy 0 40 0.00 0 51 0.00
Burke Middle 2 99 2.02 1 83 1.20
C.E. Williams 0 244 0.00 0 219 0.00
Cario 1 416 0.24 0 411 0.00
Charleston Progressive 0 42 0.00 0 49 0.00
Charlestowne Academy 0 25 0.00 0 53 0.00
East Cooper Montessori Charter 0 6 0.00 0 8 0.00
Ft. Johnson 1 203 0.49 3 163 1.84
Haut Gap 0 80 0.00 0 66 0.00
James Island Middle 0 153 0.00 2 162 1.23
Jane Edwards 0 15 0.00 0 10 0.00
Laing 0 154 0.00 0 136 0.00
McClellanville 0 41 0.00 0 33 0.00
Military Magnet 0 113 0.00 0 94 0.00
Morningside 2 162 1.23 2 127 1.57
Moultrie 0 277 0.00 0 226 0.00
Sanders-Clyde 1 24 4.17 2 25 8.00
School of the Arts 0 118 0.00 0 177 0.00
Schroder 1 105 0.95 0 75 0.00
Special Day School Program 13 24 54.17 4 5 80.00
St. Andrews Middle 3 137 2.19 2 164 1.22
West Ashley Middle 1 124 0.81 0 121 0.00

TOTAL MIDDLE2 35 2 960 1 18 20 2 812 0 71

Males Females

TOTAL MIDDLE 35 2,960 1.18 20 2,812 0.71

2 The Total includes 8 dropouts (6 males; 2 females) who attended CCSD's discipline school program at
Murray Hill Academy; data for these students have been removed from their home schools in this table but
are included in the Total.

1 Multi-level schools may appear on more than one table in this report.
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TABLE B-4
Dropout Rates by Race/Ethnicity, 2007-08

Schools Serving Middle Grades: 7 or 8

SCHOOL1
# 

Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout 
Rate (%)

# 
Dropouts

Cohort 
Enrollment

Dropout Rate 
(%)

# 
Dropouts

Cohort 
Enrollment

Dropout Rate 
(%)

Alice Birney 2 294 0.68 1 66 1.52 1 81 1.23
Brentwood 2 254 0.79 0 9 0.00 0 8 0.00
Buist Academy 0 24 0.00 0 56 0.00 0 11 0.00
Burke Middle 3 182 1.65 0 0 N/A 0 0 N/A
C.E. Williams 0 194 0.00 0 249 0.00 0 20 0.00
Cario 0 139 0.00 1 630 0.16 0 58 0.00
Charleston Progressive 0 88 0.00 0 0 N/A 0 3 0.00
Charlestowne Academy 0 56 0.00 0 16 0.00 0 6 0.00
East Cooper Montessori Charter 0 0 N/A 0 13 0.00 0 1 0.00
Ft. Johnson 1 113 0.88 1 244 0.41 2 9 22.22
Haut Gap 0 119 0.00 0 12 0.00 0 15 0.00
James Island Middle 1 127 0.79 1 180 0.56 0 8 0.00
Jane Edwards 0 22 0.00 0 1 0.00 0 2 0.00
Laing 0 95 0.00 0 182 0.00 0 13 0.00
McClellanville 0 64 0.00 0 10 0.00 0 0 N/A
Military Magnet 0 186 0.00 0 5 0.00 0 16 0.00
Morningside 3 233 1.29 0 33 0.00 1 23 4.35
Moultrie 0 87 0.00 0 393 0.00 0 23 0.00

White Other2Black

Sanders-Clyde 3 49 6.12 0 0 N/A 0 0 N/A
School of the Arts 0 61 0.00 0 217 0.00 0 17 0.00
Schroder 1 161 0.62 0 13 0.00 0 6 0.00
Special Day School Program3 14 22 63.64 1 7 14.29 2 0 N/A
St. Andrews Middle 2 195 1.03 3 91 3.30 0 15 0.00
West Ashley Middle 0 180 0.00 1 50 2.00 0 15 0.00

TOTAL MIDDLE4 40 2,945 1.36 9 2,477 0.36 6 350 1.71

4 The Total includes 8 dropouts (8 Black students) who attended CCSD's discipline school program at Murray Hill Academy; data for these
students have been removed from their home schools in this table but are included in the Total.

3 Some rates for this school cannot be calculated due to fluctuation in student population, which affects enrollment counts used in dropout rate 
calculation.

1 Multi-level schools may appear on more than one table in this report.
2 'Other' race/ethnicity includes Hispanic, American Indian, Asian, and Pacific Islander.
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TABLE B-5
Dropout Rates by Lunch Program Participation, 2007-08

Schools Serving Middle Grades: 7 or 8

SCHOOL1 # Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout Rate 

(%) # Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout Rate 

(%)
Alice Birney 4 369 1.08 0 72 0.00
Brentwood 1 249 0.40 1 22 4.55
Buist Academy 0 10 0.00 0 81 0.00
Burke Middle 3 167 1.80 0 15 0.00
C.E. Williams 0 170 0.00 0 293 0.00
Cario 0 121 0.00 1 706 0.14
Charleston Progressive 0 79 0.00 0 12 0.00
Charlestowne Academy 0 44 0.00 0 34 0.00
East Cooper Montessori Charter 0 0 N/A 0 14 0.00
Ft. Johnson 1 126 0.79 3 240 1.25
Haut Gap 0 118 0.00 0 28 0.00
James Island Middle 0 125 0.00 2 190 1.05
Jane Edwards 0 22 0.00 0 3 0.00
Laing 0 94 0.00 0 196 0.00
McClellanville 0 70 0.00 0 4 0.00
Military Magnet 0 169 0.00 0 38 0.00
Morningside 1 244 0.41 3 45 6.67
Moultrie 0 104 0.00 0 399 0.00
Sanders-Clyde 2 48 4.17 1 1 100.00
School of the Arts 0 32 0.00 0 263 0.00
Schroder 1 155 0.65 0 25 0.00
Special Day School Program2 4 20 20.00 13 9 N/A
St. Andrews Middle 3 181 1.66 2 120 1.67
West Ashley Middle 1 171 0.58 0 74 0.00

Lunch Program Participants 
(Free/Reduced Lunch)

Non-Program Participants 
(Full Pay Lunch)

West Ashley Middle 1 171 0.58 0 74 0.00

TOTAL MIDDLE3 26 2,888 0.90 29 2,884 1.01

3 The Total includes 8 dropouts (5 Free/Reduced Lunch students; 3 Full Pay Lunch students) who attended CCSD's
discipline school program at Murray Hill Academy; data for these students have been removed from their home
schools in this table but are included in the Total.

1 Multi-level schools may appear on more than one table in this report.
2 Some rates for this school cannot be calculated due to fluctuation in student population, which affects enrollment 
counts used in dropout rate calculation.
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TABLE B-6
Dropout Rates, 2005-06 to 2007-08

Schools Serving High School Grades: 9, 10, 11, or 12

W36 W20
# of 

Dropouts
Dropout 
Rate (%)

# of 
Dropouts

# of 
Dropouts

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

# of 
Dropouts

Dropout 
Rate (%)

Academic Magnet 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Baptist Hill 10 2.31 2 19 21 4.71 2 0.49 18 4.43 20 4.93
Burke High 76 11.24 48 24 72 11.68 0 0.00 72 12.38 72 12.38
Charlestowne Academy 1 1.13 0 1 1 0.82 0 0.00 1 0.77 1 0.77
Clark Academy 9 9.67 3 4 7 8.00 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Garrett Academy 1 0.14 0 6 6 0.83 2 0.26 1 0.13 3 0.40
Greg Mathis Charter (formerly YouthBuild)3 49 N/A 2 60 62 79.74 69 84.29 10 12.22 79 96.51
James Island Charter High 40 2.67 7 19 26 1.77 0 0.00 28 1.89 28 1.89
Lincoln 4 2.68 4 3 7 4.42 2 1.25 5 3.13 7 4.39
Military Magnet4 0 0.00 0 1 1 0.45 0 0.00 4 1.66 4 1.66
North Charleston High 118 11.28 1 125 126 14.85 53 6.57 66 8.18 119 14.76
School of the Arts 0 0.00 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 2 0.36 2 0.36
Sea Islands Youth Build Charter N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0.00 35 92.25 35 92.25
Special Day School Program 7 13.65 4 22 26 42.13 8 15.09 35 66.04 43 81.13
St. John's 6 1.72 0 21 21 6.36 1 0.29 16 4.67 17 4.96
Stall 94 9.11 72 75 147 16.29 1 0.12 84 10.03 85 10.15
Wando 34 1.17 1 56 57 1.93 20 0.67 41 1.38 61 2.05
West Ashley High 84 4.24 72 67 139 7.16 10 0.53 149 7.93 159 8.46

5 6 5 97 1 42 4 91 6 33

2005-061 2006-07

W36

2007-08

W36 W20 TOTAL (W36+W20)TOTAL (W36+W20)

SCHOOL2

TOTAL HIGH5,6 533 4.37 216 503 719 5.97 169 1.42 585 4.91 754 6.33

5 An error was discovered in the 2006-07 totals published in the 2006-07 report (sum of 719 was erroneously reported as 507; dropout rate of 5.97% was erroneously reported as 4.21%).
6 The 2007-08 Total includes 9 dropouts who attended CCSD's discipline school program at Murray Hill Academy and 10 dropouts who attended Clark Academy, which became a
program rather than a school in 2007-08.  These 19 students had leave codes of W36 (1 student at Murray Hill Academy) or W20 (8 students at Murray Hill Academy; 10 students at
Clark Academy); data for these students have been removed from their home schools in this table but are included in the Total.

1 W20's were not counted as dropouts in 2005-06; prior to 2006-07, only students with a withdrawal code of W36 were counted as dropouts.

4 School had grades 9-11 in 2005-06, and grades 9-12 in 2006-07 and 2007-08.

3 Rate for this school for 2005-06 cannot be calculated due to fluctuation in student population, which affects enrollment counts used in this calculation.

2 Multi-level schools appear on more than one table in this report.
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TABLE B-7
Dropout Rates by Gender, 2007-08

Schools Serving High School Grades: 9, 10, 11, or 12

SCHOOL1
# 

Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout 
Rate (%)

# 
Dropouts

Cohort 
Enrollment

Dropout 
Rate (%)

Academic Magnet 0 290 0.00 0 302 0.00
Baptist Hill 13 196 6.63 7 183 3.83
Burke High 33 236 13.98 39 298 13.09
Charlestowne Academy 0 58 0.00 1 71 1.41
Garrett Academy 2 335 0.60 1 407 0.25
Greg Mathis Charter2 48 42 N/A 31 23 N/A
James Island Charter High 16 718 2.23 12 716 1.68
Lincoln 4 81 4.94 3 80 3.75
Military Magnet 2 128 1.56 2 108 1.85
North Charleston High 53 309 17.15 66 405 16.30
School of the Arts 1 200 0.50 1 345 0.29
Sea Islands Youth Build Charter2 26 16 N/A 9 1 N/A
Special Day School Program2 37 28 N/A 6 12 50.00
St. John's 6 161 3.73 11 176 6.25
Stall 48 353 13.60 37 427 8.67
Wando 41 1,472 2.79 20 1,421 1.41
West Ashley High 96 858 11.19 63 890 7.08

TOTAL HIGH3 434 5,481 7.92 320 5,865 5.46

3 The Total includes 9 dropouts (6 males; 3 females) who attended CCSD's discipline school program
at Murray Hill Academy and 10 dropouts (2 males; 8 females) who attended Clark Academy, which
became a program rather than a school in 2007-08.  Data for these students have been removed from
their home schools in this table but are included in the Total

Males Females

1 Multi-level schools appear on more than one table in this report.
2 Some rates for these schools cannot be calculated due to fluctuation in student population, which affects 
enrollment counts used in dropout rate calculation.

their home schools in this table but are included in the Total.
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TABLE B-8
Dropout Rates by Race/Ethnicity, 2007-08

Schools Serving High School Grades: 9, 10, 11, or 12

SCHOOL1
# 

Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout Rate 

(%)
# 

Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout Rate 

(%)
# 

Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout Rate 

(%)

Academic Magnet 0 84 0.00 0 399 0.00 0 109 0.00
Baptist Hill 17 364 4.67 2 6 33.33 1 9 11.11
Burke High 71 532 13.35 0 0 N/A 1 2 50.00
Charlestowne Academy 1 92 1.09 0 28 0.00 0 9 0.00
Garrett Academy 3 708 0.42 0 21 0.00 0 13 0.00
Greg Mathis Charter3 77 62 N/A 2 2 100.00 0 1 0.00
James Island Charter High 11 449 2.45 15 933 1.61 2 52 3.85
Lincoln 3 146 2.05 4 12 33.33 0 3 0.00
Military Magnet 3 204 1.47 0 8 0.00 1 24 4.17
North Charleston High 104 641 16.22 9 42 21.43 6 31 19.35
School of the Arts 0 135 0.00 2 379 0.53 0 31 0.00
Sea Islands Youth Build Charter3 32 16 N/A 2 1 N/A 1 0 N/A
Special Day School Program3 34 35 97.14 9 4 N/A 0 1 0.00
St. John's 9 298 3.02 6 21 28.57 2 18 11.11
Stall 58 583 9.95 19 104 18.27 8 93 8.60
Wando 28 565 4.96 33 2,197 1.50 0 131 0.00
West Ashley High 89 936 9.51 62 727 8.53 8 85 9.41

TOTAL HIGH4 557 5,850 9.52 166 4,884 3.40 31 612 5.07
1

Black White Other2

4 The Total includes 9 dropouts (9 Black students) who attended CCSD's discipline school program at Murray Hill Academy and 10 students
(8 Black students; 1 White student; 1 "Other" ethnicity student) who attended Clark Academy, which became a program rather than a school in
2007-08.  Data for these students have been removed from their home schools in this table but are included in the Total.

1 Multi-level schools appear on more than one table in this report.

3 Some rates for this school cannot be calculated due to fluctuation in student population, which affects enrollment counts used in dropout rate 
calculation.

2 'Other' race/ethnicity includes Hispanic, American Indian, Asian, and Pacific Islander.
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TABLE B-9
Dropout Rates by Lunch Program Participation, 2007-08

Schools Serving High School Grades: 9, 10, 11, or 12

SCHOOL1 # Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout Rate 

(%) # Dropouts
Cohort 

Enrollment
Dropout Rate 

(%)
Academic Magnet 0 43 0.00 0 549 0.00
Baptist Hill 17 343 4.96 3 36 8.33
Burke High 54 434 12.44 18 99 18.18
Charlestowne Academy 0 80 0.00 1 49 2.04
Garrett Academy 3 547 0.55 0 195 0.00
Greg Mathis Charter2 48 48 100.00 31 17 N/A
James Island Charter High 13 365 3.56 15 1,069 1.40
Lincoln 4 136 2.94 3 25 12.00
Military Magnet 4 181 2.21 0 55 0.00
North Charleston High 82 572 14.34 37 142 26.06
School of the Arts 0 68 0.00 2 477 0.42
Sea Islands Youth Build Charter2 24 15 N/A 11 2 N/A
Special Day School Program2 13 26 50.00 30 14 N/A
St. John's 8 247 3.24 9 90 10.00
Stall 65 583 11.15 20 197 10.15
Wando 23 482 4.77 38 2,411 1.58
West Ashley High 76 719 10.57 83 1,029 8.07

TOTAL HIGH3 448 4,889 9.16 306 6,456 4.74

3 The Total includes 9 dropouts (6 Free/Reduced Lunch students; 3 Full Pay Lunch students) who attended CCSD's
discipline school program at Murray Hill Academy and 10 dropouts (8 Free/Reduced Lunch students; 2 Full Pay
L h t d t ) h tt d d Cl k A d hi h b th th h l i 2007 08 D t

Lunch Program Participants 
(Free/Reduced Lunch)

Non-Program Participants 
(Full Pay Lunch)

1 Multi-level schools appear on more than one table in this report.
2 Some rates for these schools cannot be calculated due to fluctuation in student population, which affects enrollment 
counts used in dropout rate calculation.

Lunch students) who attended Clark Academy, which became a program rather than a school in 2007-08.  Data
for these students have been removed from their home schools in this table but are included in the Total.
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Please rate the following aspects 
of the report: 

1—2—3—4—5 
(or N/A) 

Content       
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